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CCC 

Croydon Communities Consortium 

Notes of the Public Meeting 

 held at Shirley Community Centre 

 on Tuesday 13 February 2014 

7pm to 9pm 

The first half hour was given, as advertised, to registration, refreshments and 

networking. The meeting started promptly at 7.30pm. 

Present: Elizabeth Ash (Chair), Mahbub Bhatti (committee member), Tom Black, 

Francis Boyd, John Cheetham,  Hilary Chelminski, Sheila Childs, Alan Clifford, 

Marion Clifford,  Roy Colbran, Sean Creighton, Oscar Dahling, Charlotte Davies, 

Lenny D’ Costa, Andrew Dickinson, Bieneosa Ebite, Graeme Fillmore, Janice Green, 

James Hogg, Mark Johnson, Clive Locke (Vice Chair), Peter Morgan, Vincent 

Morrison, Said Otmani (committee member), Paul Pinder, Jagdish Sharma, Peter 

Staveley (committee member), Janet Stollery (Acting Secretary), Angela Vanegas, 

Adrian Winchester, and one attendee who preferred not to provide his details. 

Apologies: Simon Brown, Michael Buckley, Roger Clark (Treasurer), Jean Gulley, 

Adam Kellett, Maggie Mansell, Peter Spalding. 

 

After housekeeping announcements the Chair outlined the background to Croydon 

Communities Consortium (CCC), the current position and the plans in place for a 

series of public meetings. The history is available on our website 

www.croydoncc.wordpress.com.  

It was made clear that had the working group not acted and the new committee not 

stepped up the small grants funding would have been recalled. It was confirmed that 

the committee were still without access to these funds so all CCC activities were 

currently being funded personally by committee members and the working group 

before them. Steps were in hand to gaining access to the CCC funds and equipment. 

Mark Johnson, the previous Vice Chair, was thanked for his help in piecing together 

the history and help on matters. 

Several members of the previous committee were invited to make comment but 

declined to do so, other than one member asserting that nothing had been done by 

the previous committee. 

The funding of groups was highlighted, the work of CCC up to July 2013 and that of 

West Croydon Community Forum were highlighted as examples. The question was 

http://www.croydoncc.wordpress.com/
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posed as to how many groups in Croydon receive funding but are not accountable for 

the funds received. 

Questions and comments were then taken from the floor, summarised as follows: 

1. Council Smartphone App 

There were mixed views on the efficacy of this; some said it doesn’t work on some 

operating systems and although some found it easy to use, some found that they did 

not get a confirmation of receipt/action.   Another commented that simply sending an 

email usually produced a swift reply. 

 

2. Borough Street Lighting Programme 

There was a discussion on the £80 million locked-in contract with Skanska (shared 

with Lewisham).  In spite of much of the system being replaced, there were some 

areas where there are problems e.g. the A232) at the side of Fairfield Halls where the 

lighting has failed, roads in Shirley and Oakhill Rd in Norbury. 

 

A participant advised that there are 500 extra lights available in the budget for areas 

currently with none, if anyone would like to apply.  Some of the old lamp posts have 

been dug up in Orchard Avenue in Shirley as a resident objected to the unsightly 

stumps so it is possible, whereas most have been chopped off.  Apparently this was 

to leave electrical switchgear underneath intact. It was reported that the stumps will 

be removed, but not until the end of the contract in 2016. There was general 

consensus from those who spoke that Skanska’s modus operandi is chaotic, 

although the bad weather is also not helping. 

 

A resident mentioned his FOI request, sent in November, asking about the fate of the 

old ornamental lamp posts, which he had been informed would not be available to 

residents.  This request has not had a response with the statutory 20 working days 

so he now has a right to go to the Information Commissioner for action.  It was 

suggested that people use the website www.whatdotheyknow.com to log FOI 

requests so that members of the public and the site itself can add comment and 

advice. It also puts the FOI in the public domain.  

 

Another mentioned that the ornamental lamp posts would not be released for 

residents, concluding that they would be destroyed.  Another participant with a 

background in architectural salvage advised they would be sold on at quite a price. 

 

A resident who had pursued this issue was invited to look into it further to report back 

to a future CCC meeting. He declined and there were no other takers. 

 

3. Education 

A participant raised the issue of Shirley High’s recent Ofsted Report 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-

report/provider/ELS/137772 and his concern that the Cabinet member responsible for 

http://www.whatdotheyknow.com/
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/137772
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/137772


Page 3 of 5 
 

Education was unable to comment on what action would be taken in light of this. The 

following comments were made by various members present: 

Academies are separate from local authority control so people were not surprised 

that the Cabinet member could not advise on this. Another explained that with the 

advents of academies, Croydon now has little control over many of the schools, 

some of whose results have deteriorated and are among the worst in London. This 

point was contested by others present.   

 

A request was made that heads of various academies be invited to address a future 

CCC meeting – which may be difficult to organise and not provide a full picture in any 

case, that the cabinet member responsible be invited but this would make the 

meeting political.  A vote was taken and there was sufficient interest expressed that 

the committee agreed to pursue holding a meeting on Education, inviting the relevant 

council officer. 

4. Halting CCC meeting prior to election 

The plan to halt CCC meetings close to election time was explained and discussed.  

This was to comply with concerns from CCC’s current funder, Croydon Council. As 

CCC meetings are open to all, the committee felt any meeting close to election time 

could be used to make political points so, for this reason, have agreed to suspend 

meetings.  Several of those present on the evening did not agree. 

5. Crime/policing 

It was noted that the two PCs from Shirley Safer Neighbourhood Team who had 

been confirmed as attending, had not been appeared or made contact. A member 

from the audience explained this was not uncommon. The committee agreed to 

pursue this for clarification. 

The following points were made by those present: With policing now centralised in 

New Addington, crime is increasing around the borough – Meadowfield Way was 

highlighted as an example of increased incidents of burglary.  A comment was made 

that the Shirley SNT used to help with getting school children on and off buses, but 

now the teachers have to do it.  It was mentioned that anyone can now go to Police 

Ward Panel meetings. Another advised that anyone can attend as an observer to the 

Croydon Community Police Consultative Group meetings. 

http://www.croydononline.org/ccpcc/ 

Another highlighted how keeping police informed had led to a crack down on brothels 

and drug dealing in South Croydon. The need to make links and have ready 

contacts, including emails, was emphasised. 

6. Potholes 

These are causing concern, and a resident advised to report them and keep following 

the matter up to get them repaired. Another pointed out that the Council are 

responsive to reports and do have a fund for this purpose.  Every lamp post has a 

number so it is helpful to quote the nearest lamp post to the pothole so it can be 

http://www.croydononline.org/ccpcc/


Page 4 of 5 
 

identified and filled in quickly. Approaching ward councillors if there is an issue was 

also suggested. 

7. Save David Lean Cinema Campaign 

Adrian Winchester of the campaign reported that the equipment has now been 

repaired and some screenings planned in The David Lean Auditorium. The intention 

was the auditorium would form part of the affordable community spaces for hire by 

community groups, although fees for hire have not been set. 

There was need for greater clarity about the terms and who the appropriate contacts 

are for booking these spaces. 

 

The Chair advised that she understood that the charges are still to be set. The CCC 

meeting planned in the Community Space in Bernard Weatherill House will be at no 

cost as a council officer will be there but  community organisations where a council 

officer, councillor or MP will not be speaking will be at a charge.   

8. Croydon Regeneration – is it good for local communities? 

There was both approval of and some scepticism about the effect of the proposed 

Hammerson/Westfield development.  It was queried what effect this development 

might have on the local shops close to Central Croydon.  Another spoke of 

questioning the real benefits of this scheme and the fragility of it. Attention was drawn 

to an article that day by the economic editor of The Evening Standard about the 

dangers and fragility, and lack of sustainability of the property development industry 

(www.standard.co.uk/business/markets/its-vital-we-cool-the-property-cycle-

9058769.html) 

It was pointed out that a healthy debate on the subject could be found on both Inside 

Croydon and the Croydon Citizen. 

Another advised that the wider area of Croydon were being described as “Places” 

e.g. Addiscombe Place. There has been involvement in the Croydon Local Plan and 

a public consultation in November/December. The Scrutiny Committee will meet on 4 

February to review the short and long term effects of the new development.  It was 

also pointed out that there has not been a proper analysis done on how the 

road/traffic system will work. 

 

The importance of engagement of youth on this issue was highlighted by a member 

of the audience. It was suggested that CCC invite youth to meetings. It was 

explained that CCC do not have a safeguarding policy at present so are not in a 

position to invite youth to meetings. 

 

Another said we should question what is regeneration, given the experiences in 

Coulsdon where there was a bad experience, with large sums of public money being 

spent. It was important to focus on what communities want and not what highly paid 

consultants wanted to provide. 

http://www.standard.co.uk/business/markets/its-vital-we-cool-the-property-cycle-9058769.html
http://www.standard.co.uk/business/markets/its-vital-we-cool-the-property-cycle-9058769.html
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9. Litter 

Fly-tipping and rubbish at the back of the shops in Shrublands was highlighted as an 

issue. 

Some noted that public litter bins seem to be appearing and reappearing, where they 

have been misused. Some plastic bins had been vandalised through fires set in 

them. Bins were also noted to be overflowing in several locations. 

All were reminded of CCC’s next public meeting on 12 February on the subject of 

Rubbish. 

10. Funding 

It was mentioned that the committee will be looking for further funding (e.g. Awards 

for All). One member offered to ask his local Residents’ Association for a donation 

towards CCC work. 

11. CCC 

It was suggested that the committee produce a document to set out how CCC plans 

to work and to set out how people can get involved to take issues forward.  

12. Conclusion 

A vote of thanks to the committee was tabled from a member attending who saw this 

as a great starting point. 

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and reminders were given of future 

meeting dates – 12th February on Rubbish and 27 February in Old Coulsdon. 

Everyone was encouraged to spread the word of CCC meetings and encouraged to 

book places for meetings using Eventbrite to help the small committee keep admin to 

a minimum. 

 

Meeting closed 9pm 

 


