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CCC 

Croydon Communities Consortium 

Notes of the Public Meeting 

 Norbury Baptist Church 

 Wednesday 11 June 2014 

7pm to 9pm 

Present: Barbara Armstrong, Saleh Ahmed, Elizabeth Ash (Chair), Mahbub Bhatti 

(committee member), Sheila Childs, Philip Chapman, David Clark, Linda Clark, Roger 

Clark (Treasurer), David Coram, Samy Counder, Ann Creighton, Sean Creighton, Tanya 

Douglas, Charmian Gunnis, Matthew Kyeremeh, Clive Locke (Vice Chair), Maggie Mansell, 

Ann McGillivary, Mike Mogul, Christopher Patterson,  George Pirintji, Usman Qureshi, 

Janet Stollery (Acting Secretary), Echez Ubaka, Adrian Winchester 

Apologies: Roy Bennett, Malcolm Boyle, Sherwan Chowdhury,  Peter Collier, Jean 

Gulley, Shafi Khan, Wayne Lawlor, Peter Staveley (committee member) 

The first half hour was given, as advertised, to registration, refreshments and 

networking. The meeting started at 7.30pm.  

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the committee.   

David Coram, the minister at the Church, was thanked for his help with plans for the 

meeting and for advertising it. All were thanked for advertising the meeting, including 

promoting it within groups and on social media. Norbury Green Residents’ Association 

was thanked in particular for their support in sourcing a suitable venue, making links with 

the RAs in Norbury and for promoting the event to their members.  

A show of hands demonstrated that people new to the work of CCC were present so a 

brief history and outline of the work of the group, to date, was given. 

The following notices were highlighted by the Chair: 

 CCC had been shortlisted for the ‘Heart of The Community’ awards, run by 

the Croydon Advertiser.  Details would be released in Friday’s edition and the 

unique code for CCC, and how to support CCC in this would be added to the 

website. www.croydoncc.wordpress.com 

 

 Croydon Green Fair is on Saturday 14 June from 10am to 4pm in North End, 

Croydon. Various stalls will exhibit, including Croydon Vegetarians, Croydon 

Fairtrade, Croydon Real Nappies Network, Croydon Beekeepers and Croydon 

Council recycling. See www.greencroydon.co.uk 

 

 Croydon Lions are keen to advertise their activities, gain help and to enlist new 

members. 

 

Croydon Lions will be outside M&S in North End this Saturday as part of the Green 

Fair and back in their usual plot by Barclays in North End the following week.  

 

http://www.croydoncc.wordpress.com/
http://www.greencroydon.co.uk/
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Proceeds from the book stall go to further their work, supporting local causes. 

Sales from bric-a-brac go to a cause decided annually.  This year it is the 

www.anthonynolan.org. Last year and next it will be a local Croydon charity.  

 

Croydon Lions usually have a stall every second Saturday of the month in North 

end, by Barclays. 

 

Meetings are held in a room at Sainsbury’s, West Croydon (formally Ship of Fools 

Pub) every second Tuesday of the month, 7.30 for 8pm start.  All welcome. 

 

Croydon Lions are particularly keen to enlist volunteers for the Addiscombe 

Carnival, which they have run for the past 5 years after an approach to do so by 

Croydon Council.  Plans are already being formulated for May 2015. See 

www.croydonlions.org.uk/ for details. 

 

 The quarterly Patient and Public Forum of the Croydon Clinical 

Commissioning Group (Croydon CCG) will take place on 18 June 2014 from 6 

to 8pm. This offers the opportunity to offer your views and ask questions about 

local health issues. The Patient Participation Groups (PPGs) of local practices and 

the general public are welcome at these meetings.  Details here: 

http://www.croydonccg.nhs.uk/GetInvolved/Patient%20and%20Public%20Involve

ment2/Pages/ghtr.aspx 

 

 Croydon Heritage Festival is an initiative of the Whitgift Foundation and 

partners, to celebrate Croydon’s vibrant past, present and future. Various events 

are planned from Saturday 21 June to Friday 4 July as part of the borough wide 

festival. See: www.croydonheritagefestival.co.uk for details, and please note Sean 

Creighton’s notice later in the notes of this meeting to events particularly 

pertinent to Norbury. 

Announcements, questions and comments were then taken from the floor, 

summarised as follows: 

Heritage Festival brochure 

In response to a request, there was a show of hands to indicate who had received the 

brochure in the Croydon Guardian last week.  Few, if any, had. Some had seen it in 

libraries. The programme is extensive and is available online 

www.croydonheritagefestival.co.uk . Sean Creighton made particular mention of a talk on 

history of Norbury  on 28 June and a history walking tours of Norbury on 29 June, though 

places were limited so early booking was advised. 

Rubbish, Refuse and Recycling meeting  

An update was requested.  It was reported that it was a very well attended and 

productive meeting.  This was reinforced by a member in the audience referring to it as 

“excellent” and CCC meetings in general as being “first class”. 

The notes of the meeting and other information are available on the CCC website.  

 

Examples of issues that arose which had been taken forward were shared, such as on the 

point about people being blocked access on arriving on foot at the Factory Lane recycling 

plant.  The meeting had clarified that there is an area for pedestrian access. It was 

file:///C:/Users/Elizabeth/Documents/CCC/Meetings/Norbury%2011Jun14/www.anthonynolan.org
http://www.croydonlions.org.uk/
http://www.croydonccg.nhs.uk/GetInvolved/Patient%20and%20Public%20Involvement2/Pages/ghtr.aspx
http://www.croydonccg.nhs.uk/GetInvolved/Patient%20and%20Public%20Involvement2/Pages/ghtr.aspx
http://www.croydonheritagefestival.co.uk/
http://www.croydonheritagefestival.co.uk/
http://www.croydonheritagefestival.co.uk/Calendar/5/Talks/Norbury-and-South-Streatham%E2%80%99s-history-revealed
http://www.croydonheritagefestival.co.uk/Calendar/5/Talks/Norbury-and-South-Streatham%E2%80%99s-history-revealed
http://www.croydonheritagefestival.co.uk/Calendar/1103/Walking%20Tours/History-walking-tour-of-Norbury
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/category/hot-topics/rubbish-refuse-recycling-and-fly-tipping/
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agreed to post the information clearly on the CCC website and for CCC to follow this up 

with the council as residents at the meeting were still reporting issues. Another issue had 

been the lack of recycling facilities for a resident living in a flat above a shop. Information 

from GreenGo Waste had helped clarify the need for the householder or business to 

ensure those disposing of waste did so responsibly. A request for a post on this for the 

website had been requested and this would be followed up. 

Norbury Hall Park was discussed at length.  The park has to be kept locked because of 

security issues for quite a lot of the time, but a Friends of the Park initiative by Scots 

Estate Residents’ Association is about to be launched, with improvements such as a clear 

up on 21 June at 10am, and the possibility of the establishing of a children’s play area 

and even a café in the long term.  Future plans include a wild area with planting to 

attract butterflies and bees, a Japanese themed area, sensory garden with fragrant herbs 

and plants.  Volunteers will be needed both to dig and clear undergrowth.  When in 

better shape, it is hoped it will become a focal area for the community. 

 

In relation to the above, it was suggested that CVA could be approached for enlisting 

volunteers but concerns about proper procedures being in place and breaches of Data 

Protection, which were not responded to by CVA Trustees, were raised as a word of 

caution.  

 

Fly-tipping 

A member of the audience complained about the extensive fly-tipping in the area, 

including mattresses.  It was considered that a greater use of CCTV might help but 

queried whether the Council had funds for this as only key areas were designated as 

hotspots for CCTV surveillance. 

 

It was pointed out that the CCC meeting on Rubbish had highlighted that fly-tipping was 

a borough-wide problem, not restricted to the North.  

 

Some issues thought to be affecting the increase of fly-tipping were the imposition of 

fortnightly rubbish collections, as well as some complaints that in flats above shops 

residents are being denied access to kerbside recycling, even though they have landfill 

bins. 

 

CCC were able to offer that Tony Brooks had assured all at the CCC meeting on Rubbish, 

that the council were taking a different approach to penalty notices for fly-tipping, 

placing the onus on the individual/s identified in the evidence that was found in the fly-

tipped goods to prove their innocence rather than taking up officer time and increasing 

delay in prosecution by chasing all leads first. 

 

Skanska lighting scheme 

Several attending voiced concern that Skanska are making an unnecessary amount of 

mess, signage that obstructed, abandoned cordoned off kerbstones that have been dug 

up but not reinstated even two months after the work is finished, as well as cut off 

stumps from lamp posts and insecure barriers. 

 

CCC advised that this was a point also raised at the public meeting in Shirley where all 

were advised that the stumps will have to remain until all the lamp post replacement 

work has finished so that the old system can be decommissioned.  Until then they were 

still live. 
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It was also noted that residents had indicated an interest in purchasing some of the older 

lamps, but were blocked from doing so. Another member at the Shirley meeting with 

knowledge of salvage advised of the financial worth of these. 

 

A resident had complained regarding the positioning of the new lights as this meant the 

light shone straight into bedrooms but after complaining the street lights had been 

moved to the edge of the pavement.  

 

Positioning of lights was raised by CCC as an issue, as noted at other CCC meetings, 

including compromising the security of properties where posts were positioned too close 

to property boundaries. 

 

There were also reports of holes in situ for 2 months or more in various locations which 

were very dangerous.  

 

Promoting events 

Disappointment at the lack of support for this meeting was expressed.  It was noted that 

the contact list for notification of meetings had been built up from a low base number to 

several hundred contacts already.  Events are advertised online via CCC website, on 

social media, in the local press, Croydon Radio and All About Croydon listings.  It had 

become apparent that the Norbury meeting had been advertised via several different 

channels, without reference to CCC, leading to confusion about the focus of the meeting, 

start time and so on. This may have impacted on numbers. 

 

Suggestions for more ways to get the word round included Croydon Churches Together 

(circulating to all the churches in the Croydon area as part of the Croydon Churches 

Forum), Mosques, Croyweb, notices on Freecycle, and Street Life. The role of social 

media to spread the word was also highlighted. 

 

Residents’ Associations 

CCC have invested time engaging with local Residents’ Associations (RAs) in various 

locations but it was accepted that RAs are not necessarily able to, or in some cases 

willing to, publicise CCC meetings.   

 

Members noted that RAs are run by volunteers who don’t necessarily have the facility to 

send emails round, and may only rely on a quarterly newsletter to get notices out, 

particularly to those members without internet access. It was agreed that RAs are 

variable, Norbury RAs being known for their collaborative and proactive approach.  This 

was sometimes less the case elsewhere.  

 

An interesting discussion for a future meeting or survey might be how well RAs in 

Croydon engage with and represent the communities that they serve. 

Love Norbury campaign 

This is the result of a joint effort by four of the area's residents' associations - The Scots 

Estate, Norbury Village, Norbury Green and Pollard's Hill associations have received a 

financial boost from the council which has given £5,000 to the campaign from its Small 

Grants Fund.  
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The campaign is due to be officially launched shortly. The campaign is an opportunity for 

residents and local shopkeepers to build pride in Norbury and to increase community 

spirit.  Local schools and groups have been approached. Other potential plans are 

membership drives for the RAs, loyalty schemes to encourage use of local shops and 

engaging with the Council to produce a leaflet about fly tipping.   

David Lean Cinema 

Adrian Winchester, Chair of Save the David Lean Campaign, gave an update on the David 

Lean Cinema and details of its reopening when the first film was screened back in the 

cinema on 27 March this year.  

 

Twelve films have been screened so far.  Films are shown at 2.30 and 7.30pm.  Tickets 

are £7.50 or £6 for concessions.  The films shown are varied. The David Lean specialises 

in intelligent films for a discerning audience, both Oscar winning and more obscure films.  

The cinema is volunteer run.  Details of the screenings can be found on the David Lean 

Cinema website and details are posted in libraries. Croydon Visitor Centre at East 

Croydon provides a free box office service. 

 

Specific Topics 

A show of hands was requested to gauge interest in specific topics suggested for future 

meetings. Education was lowest priority, followed by Refuse and Fly-tipping, and 

Libraries was by far the most favoured topic with over a dozen votes.  

Conclusion 

After checking whether there were further questions or points which people wished to 

raise the Chair called the meeting to a close by thanking everyone for participating, with 

particular thanks to those who had booked a place via Eventbrite and to Norbury Green 

Residents’ Association and the many individuals who had helped publicise the meeting.    

All were reminded that CCC has a website, there is a Twitter account and a Facebook 

page.   

Everyone was encouraged to keep spreading the word, to encourage others to sign up to 

the mailing list, follow the social media accounts, and encourage more people to get 

involved.  Flyers for future meetings were made available for all to take away to promote 

future events. 

The meeting closed with the Chair, on behalf of the committee, thanking everyone for 

attending. 

 

Meeting closed 9pm 

 

 

CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com * PLEASE NOTE our new email address * 

CCC website 

Find us on Twitter @CroydonNbrhoods  

Find us on Facebook 

Our free events are at Eventbrite:  http://croydoncc.eventbrite.co.uk/ 
 
 

http://davidleancroydon.org.uk/
http://davidleancroydon.org.uk/
mailto:CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/CroydonNbrhoods
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Croydon-Neighbourhoods/152007598173217
http://croydoncc.eventbrite.co.uk/

