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CCC 

Croydon Communities Consortium 

Notes of the Public Meeting 

St Mary Magdalene Hall,  

Canning Road, Addiscombe 

Tuesday 16 September 2014 

7pm to 9pm 

 

Present: Elizabeth Ash (Chair), Susan Astington, Mahbub Bhatti (committee member), Faith 

Bonner, Jon Bonner, Pauline Childs, Sheila Childs, Roger Clark (Treasurer), Roy Colbran, Vernon 

Cowdy, Rod Davies, Michael Fuller, Beryl Gowers, David Gowers, Sylvia Hart, Maddie Henson, 

Mark Johnson, Clive Locke (Vice Chair), Linda Morris, Bosco Saldanha, Keith Nicholas, Peter 

Staveley (committee member), Janet Stollery (Acting Secretary), Mark Tyson, David White, 

Steve Wills, Adrian Winchester.  

Apologies: Kathy Bee, Sue Bennett, Robert Canning, Sherwan Chowdhury, Peter Collier, Sean 

Creighton, Sean Fitzsimons, Patricia Hay-Justice, Jean Gulley, Toni Letts, Peter Morgan, Grace 

Onions, Paul Pinder, Andrew Rendle, Alan Reynolds, Angela Vanegas, Mark Watson. 

 

The first half hour was given, as advertised, to registration, refreshments and networking. 

The meeting started at 7.30pm.  

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the committee. 

As several people indicated that they had not attended a CCC meeting before, the Chair 

explained the ‘no set agenda’ format and the apolitical nature of the group which aims to 

encourage open engagement, debate and information-sharing.  It was noted that one of the key 

issues for CCC was effectively spreading the word about who CCC are and what CCC do. 

The councillor present introduced herself briefly.  

The following notices were highlighted by the Chair: 

 Feedback on Council website sought - The Council are looking for residents fitting 

different criteria to give feedback on the council website. Applications close 17 

September. The Council are also looking to set up a session for young people at a 

different time when those in school can attend.  

Those not used for this consultation may be approached in the future so, if interested in 

helping the council in future consultations, names can be put forward. See 

http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/09/11/feedback-on-croydon-council-website-

sought/ CCC will list details of future consultations on the website. 

 Safer Neighbourhood Board event - A Question Time event, hosted by the Croydon 

Safer Neighbourhood Board is being held in the Lives not Knives premises in Centrale, 

Wednesday 17 September from 4pm to 6pm. 

http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/09/11/feedback-on-croydon-council-website-sought/
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/09/11/feedback-on-croydon-council-website-sought/
http://livesnotknives.org/
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In addition to the Question Time, there will be stalls showcasing activities to tackle and 

reduce crime by the police and various other organisations and voluntary groups, as well 

as a couple of surveys. Food and drink will also be available. 

http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/09/04/croydon-safer-neighbourhood-question-

time-17-sept-2014/ 

 The quarterly Patient and Public Forum of the Croydon Clinical Commissioning 

Group (Croydon CCG) is taking place on 17 September 2014, from 6-8pm at Bernard 

Weatherill House. The focus of this meeting is on mental health. 

 

The CCG meetings give the opportunity to offer views and ask questions about local 

health issues. The Patient Participation Groups (PPGs) of local practices and the general 

public are welcome at these meetings.  Details here: 

http://www.croydonccg.nhs.uk/GetInvolved/Patient%20and%20Public%20Involvement2

/Pages/ghtr.aspx 

 

 Have your say on Croydon Pharmacy Services - The Council are conducting a survey 

on Croydon Pharmacy services which can be accessed online – Closes 22 September 

http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/09/04/889/ 

 Regular CCC meeting attendee, Sean Creighton, asked that the following be highlighted. 

The Croydon Assembly on 15 November - see 

http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/09/20/local-tuc-want-your-input-at-croydon-

assembly-15-nov-2014/ 

 

Sean also reports that Croydon TUC has had a working party assessing the new Council 

Growth Plan and this will appear on their website. 

 

Announcements, questions and comments were then taken from the floor, summarised 

as follows: 

Croydon Lions 

Keith Nicholas and Jon Bonner of Croydon Lions explained the charity’s community, 

humanitarian and fundraising work. Croydon Lions are particularly seeking willing volunteers to 

organise the next Addiscombe Carnival on 24 May 2015. Rutherford’s School, based in South 

Croydon would be the beneficiary of the funds this time.  There is a Carnival Meeting on 25 Sept 

from 7.30-9.00 at the Sir Philip Game Centre, 38 Morden Avenue.  Information is on Facebook 

and their website at http://www.croydonlions.org.uk/ 

On Sunday 21 September there is an event for people who want to know more about old 

Croydon and Addiscombe.  If it proves popular it will be held on a regular basis.  See 

http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/category/local-groups-campaigns/croydon-lions/ for links and 

details.  

Fitness Class for the less mobile 

Keith is also organising a fitness class for the less mobile and more elderly on a Tuesday 

morning, which will be free, from 10am to 11am with tea and coffee after. Class are held at Sir 

Philip Game Centre 38 Morland Avenue Croydon, Surrey CR0 6EA. 

This is independent of the Croydon Lions. 

 

http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/09/04/croydon-safer-neighbourhood-question-time-17-sept-2014/
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/09/04/croydon-safer-neighbourhood-question-time-17-sept-2014/
http://www.croydonccg.nhs.uk/GetInvolved/Patient%20and%20Public%20Involvement2/Pages/ghtr.aspx
http://www.croydonccg.nhs.uk/GetInvolved/Patient%20and%20Public%20Involvement2/Pages/ghtr.aspx
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/09/04/889/
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/09/20/local-tuc-want-your-input-at-croydon-assembly-15-nov-2014/
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/09/20/local-tuc-want-your-input-at-croydon-assembly-15-nov-2014/
http://www.croydonlions.org.uk/
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/category/local-groups-campaigns/croydon-lions/
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Fracking 

A resident expressed concern that Lloyd Park is being considered for fracking.  It was noted by 

others present that fracking would not be possible at Lloyd Park due to power lines and soil 

structure but a company has been given a fracking licence for a large area, and this includes 

Lloyd Park.   

Buses 312 and 130 and Transport Issues 

These routes were diverted away from Spring Lane Bridge at least three years ago due to the 

weight restriction caused by the weak bridge at Woodside Tram Stop. 

 

The bridge was replaced earlier this year and the routes will revert to their normal line of route 

very soon. 

 

When route 130 reverts to its normal route it will be extended to Thornton Heath in order to 

provide a link between South Norwood and Thornton Heath. 

 
A more general question was asked as to why all the buses go in and out of Croydon and none 

around the periphery.  Peter Staveley said that all routes are controlled by TfL and tenders for 

new routes go to them.  New routes are decided upon by TfL and they are put out for a 

consultation period.  Each route is re-tendered every five years.  A link from the 312 to 412 was 

proposed but didn’t go ahead. 

One community representative reported hearing of a comprehensive transport review involving 

Councillors and Council officers specifically for the Menta development, but this hasn’t taken 

place yet.  However, there is a public transport liaison panel which meets three times a year, 

comprising Councillors and Council Officers. 

Those with concerns were advised to email or write to TfL. 

Policing and roads 

A general concern was expressed about the tendency to bolster police numbers from outside 

the area. Several people commented on the diversions during the Kenley/Purley flooding earlier 

this year, some of which were unworkable and shambolic, and it was suggested that the Council 

should take the lead on this as they had local knowledge. 

‘No Trespassing’ signs 

Concern was expressed by someone not able to attend that these have been put on the fencing 

in the front of the Oasis Shirley Park school playing fields, although this land is Metropolitan 

Open Land for the use of all. See comment at: 

http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/06/16/ccc-public-meeting-addiscombe-tues-16-

september-2014/ 

It was understood that the Academy was given the land on the understanding that it would be 

looked after for the benefit of the whole community, and the Oasis group have pledged to work 

with the local community. If this situation is allowed to continue it was understand that in due 

course the school would be able to lay claim to this public land.  Maddie Henson, the Councillor 

present, said that her fellow councillors were aware and gave her undertaking to update CCC on 

this. Action: Maddie Henson 

What’s On in Croydon 

A comment was made that it is very difficult to find out what is going on in Croydon.  

Suggestions put forward were Facebook and Twitter, or online events listings such that offered 

by Croydon Radio, All About Croydon, and Just Croydon.   

http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/06/16/ccc-public-meeting-addiscombe-tues-16-september-2014/
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/06/16/ccc-public-meeting-addiscombe-tues-16-september-2014/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Croydon-Neighbourhoods/152007598173217
https://twitter.com/CroydonNbrhoods
http://www.croydonradio.com/events/
http://allaboutcroydon.co.uk/calendar/
http://justcroydon.com/events
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It was noted that it had been found at CCC’s Norbury meeting that hardly anyone had seen 

information on the Croydon Heritage Fortnight, despite brochures supposedly distributed in the 

local papers and available in libraries. 

Experiences with Residents’ Associations was variable, some very good at disseminating 

information, others less so. 

Croydon Visitors’ Centre was offered as a good source of information, as were large 

supermarkets and libraries, although it was noted that experience with libraries was patchy. 

Although Croydon libraries should display any leaflet that is apolitical and not of a commercial 

nature some reported leaflets and posters left not going up or being binned. It was noted that 

library staff were often pushed as short staffed and this issue seems to have happened since 

Carillion took over. The Chair offered to look into this.  Action: Elizabeth Ash 

Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society 

A member present talked about the Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society. Details can 

be found here: www.cnhss.org.uk. CCC offered to add information about this group to the 

website. Action: CNHSS member to send details to CCC.  

London Open House Weekend 

This was also mentioned as happening on the weekend of 20/21 September when many 

buildings in Croydon and across Greater London will be open to the public 

www.londonopenhouse.org.  This includes tours of Croydon Town Hall, Croydon Airport, Shirley 

Windmill, a tour and talk on the history of Thornton Heath. 

Borough Lighting 

Again questions were asked about why the lamp post stumps are not being removed yet.  It 

appears that Skanska are working their way through the Borough but the old stumps cannot be 

removed until the whole network is in place and switched on in one go.  Attendees were 

reminded that if they think more street lamps are necessary in an area to ask the Council as 

there are some spares. See details of discussions and information shared in previous meeting 

notes:  

Shirley – January 2014 http://croydoncc.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/notes-of-shirley-

meeting-jan14.pdf 

Norbury – July 2014  

https://croydoncc.files.wordpress.com/2014/06/notes-of-norbury-11-june-14.pdf 

Redevelopment of the Whitgift Centre 

CCC reported that Croydon Partnerships were running consultations about this throughout the 

borough. The first was held in Centrale and was poorly advertised. CCC have suggested that 

borough wide meetings on this are needed. CCC have undertaken to advertise future meetings 

but still await details.  

A comment was made that most consultations start at 4pm which excludes working people so 

the composition of attendees was often skewed.  

Another pointed out that one of the complications is that Minerva owns the old Allders site and 

St George’s Walk.  Four companies lodged objections and there was a challenge to the CPOs.  

When the proposed redevelopment would take place was not known. 

Riot Funds 

In response to a point made, discussion was had regarding where funding had been applied. It 

http://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attraction_Review-g504167-d3814437-Reviews-Croydon_Visitor_Centre-Croydon_Surrey_England.html
http://www.cnhss.org.uk/
http://www.londonopenhouse.org/
http://croydoncc.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/notes-of-shirley-meeting-jan14.pdf
http://croydoncc.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/notes-of-shirley-meeting-jan14.pdf
https://croydoncc.files.wordpress.com/2014/06/notes-of-norbury-11-june-14.pdf
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was noted that much of it was spent around the town centre, which wasn’t directly affected, 

although it was noted that there is now some movement on funding for the London Road, West 

Croydon. 

Development on Taberner House site 

This was raised as a concern, as the original plans for this development encroached onto 

Queens Gardens. It was noted that this plan had been altered, removing a block that would 

have meant loss of part of the gardens. Queens Gardens safe.  Removal of the front block and 

adding floors to two other blocks was now the plan to give the same accommodation without 

building on to Queens Gardens.  

Friends of Ashburton Park 

It was noted that the sale of the old Ashburton Library building was halted and this would be 

kept in Council ownership.  There will be a public consultation shortly to find out what people 

think this building could house when repaired.  

Croydon Carnival/Mela 

Questions were asked about whether this could be reinstated.  It was understood that the 

council had made a commitment to reinstating a carnival.  

The cost of hiring parks in Croydon was also raised as expensive, and therefore a real barrier to 

community groups wanting to use the space for events. 

Action: Chair to clarify both points with Cllr Timothy Godfrey or the relevant council officer.  

Local Plan 

It was suggested to ask a Councillor or Council officer about the plan. No one undertook to take 

on following this up. 

East Croydon Community Group 

This newly formed group reported that they now have the bare bones of a website.  The area 

covered is from the railway track at the back of Canning Road to Lower Addiscombe, trying to 

build links across the Addiscombe Road.   

Leaflets for the inaugural meeting on 7 October at 8pm at Oval School are being distributed. 

Find the website for further details at http://eastcrocomm.wordpress.com/. Post meeting note: The 

group plan to change their name. 

Fly-tipping and Rubbish 

A show of hands indicated that this was still a real issue.   It was considered by some that 

lenient sentencing of fines were contributing to the problem– they are so low it is still worth 

companies dumping, rather than paying to have the rubbish taken away. Houses in multiple 

occupation, flats above shops were an issue across the borough. The issue of flats above shops 

having no space to house recycle bins for collection and the lack of ownership and responsibility 

where houses were in multiple occupation were raised as ongoing issues. 

It was also suggested that if the council collected bulky items for free more would be 

encouraged to dispose of these items responsibly. 

See details of CCC meeting on Rubbish and subsequent posts here: 

http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/category/hot-topics/rubbish-refuse-recycling-and-fly-tipping/ 

David Lean Cinema 

Adrian Winchester gave a short synopsis of the history and revival of the David Lean Cinema. 

Thirty films have been shown so far back in the David Lean Cinema in the Croydon Clocktower. 

http://eastcrocomm.wordpress.com/
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/category/hot-topics/rubbish-refuse-recycling-and-fly-tipping/
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The theatre is a community initiative, run completely by volunteers.  Screening are usually on a 

Thursday afternoon and evening, with the occasional Tuesday and Saturday screening. 

http://davidleancroydon.ticketsource.co.uk/ 

Booking seats at Croydon Visitors Centre helps the David Lean cinema as they do not charge for 

the service. 

Post and updates appear on CCC website. See: http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/category/local-

groups-campaigns/save-the-david-lean-cinema/ 

Borough Wide Firework Display 

It was noted that there used to be one in Ashburton Park.  It was noted that several large 

events are still run, such as the Rotary fireworks at Sanderstead Rec. 

Travellers 

Travellers setting up on public and private land was reported as a problem in the area and a 

resident wondered why they could not be swiftly evicted by using Section 36 of the RTA 1972, 

which makes it an offence to drive a vehicle onto common land.  

Community Groups and Residents Associations 

CCC are working with the council to build up list of current groups.  The map was offered at the 

meeting to see if anyone could add details of other groups.  When a basic list is available this 

will be added to the CCC website where, hopefully, other groups and organisations not listed 

can be added. 

Conclusion 

After checking whether there were further questions or points the meeting drew to a close. 

Everyone was thanked for attending and participating, with particular thanks given to those who 

had booked a place via Eventbrite. 

All were reminded that CCC has a website, there is a Twitter account and a Facebook page.   

Everyone was encouraged to keep spreading the word, to encourage others to sign up to the 

mailing list, follow the social media accounts, and encourage others people to get involved.  

Flyers for future meetings were made available for all to take away to promote future events. It 

was pointed out that the AGM date has been moved to Monday 24 November in the Council 

chamber, thanks to Tony Newman’s office. 

It was noted that CCC committee are keen to find a secretary to minute meetings and 

anyone who could help with social media and website. Anyone interested was asked to get in 

touch.  

Meeting closed 8.50pm to allow time for networking 

 

 

 

CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com  

CCC website 

Find us on Twitter @CroydonNbrhoods  

Find us on Facebook 

Our free events are at Eventbrite:  http://croydoncc.eventbrite.co.uk/ 
 

http://davidleancroydon.ticketsource.co.uk/
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/category/local-groups-campaigns/save-the-david-lean-cinema/
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/category/local-groups-campaigns/save-the-david-lean-cinema/
mailto:CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/CroydonNbrhoods
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Croydon-Neighbourhoods/152007598173217
http://croydoncc.eventbrite.co.uk/

