
Statement 16 October 2014 

Some may be aware that an allegation of Islamophobia has been made against one of our 

committee members, Clive Locke. 

CCC have worked with Broad Green Business Forum (BGBF) and others within the community to look 

at the evidence available, but our efforts have been severely hindered as information requested 

from a Councillor, a council officer and the Chief Executive is still not forthcoming. This request for 

information is now subject to a Freedom of Information request, at the instigation of the Council. 

What we have been able to ascertain though is the shock expressed by all hearing of the allegation, 

and the solid and widespread support for Clive, from all across the diverse communities in Croydon. 

These groups and individuals have attested to Clive’s unblemished character. He is considered to be 

a respected community leader who has worked tirelessly to build community cohesion and effect 

change for the betterment of Croydon over many years.   

We and others are also concerned about the harassment Clive has received on Twitter from one 

individual using multiple accounts.  Similar harassment from these same accounts to accounts held 

by various groups, individuals and organisations, within and beyond Croydon, has been raised as an 

issue and part of the overall picture. 

Conscious of the potential tensions stirred up, arising from the unsatisfactory way this allegation has 

been handled and communicated, plus this Twitter agitation, CCC and BGBF are working with others 

to calm the situation. 

The Council notified CCC on the evening of 13 October that we have until Friday 17 October to insist 

on Clive’s resignation or they will withdraw all funding and any support or engagement with CCC.  

In the absence of the information requested from the council to allow us to investigate the matter in 

order to make an informed decision, this places the CCC committee in an impossible position. 

Despite putting this to the Council they remain firm.  

Clive has therefore decided that in order to secure the ongoing work of CCC he has no option but to 

resign his post on committee.  Clive, however, wished to make clear that he categorically refutes the 

allegation made against him. 

CCC and BGBF are extremely unhappy with the Council’s handling of this matter and will continue to 

work together with others to get to the bottom of how this has come about. 

 


