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CCC 

Croydon Communities Consortium 

Notes of the Public Meeting 

All Saints’ small hall  

Onslow Gardens, Sanderstead 

Thursday 16 October 2014 

7pm to 9pm 

Present: Elizabeth Ash (Chair), Sara Bashford, Mahbub Sadiq Bhatti (committee member), 

Pauline Childs, Sheila Childs, Roger Clark (Treasurer), John Clingan, Eileen Evans, Beryl 

Gowers, David Gowers, Yvette Hopley, Mark Johnson, Toby Keynes, Clive Locke, Julia Locke, 

Linda Morris, Peter Morgan, Lee Smith, Peter Underwood plus one. 

Apologies: Jon Bonner, Hilary Chelminski, Sean Creighton, Grace Onions, Bosco Saldanha, 

Jagdish Sharma, Peter Spalding, Peter Staveley (committee member), Janet Stollery (Acting 

Secretary)  

The first half hour was given, as advertised, to registration, refreshments and networking. 

The meeting started at 7.30pm.  

A brief statement was read by the Chair. 

As several people indicated that they had not attended a CCC meeting before, the Chair 

explained the ‘no set agenda’ format and the apolitical nature of the group which aims to 

encourage open engagement, debate and information-sharing.  It was noted that one of the key 

issues for CCC was effectively spreading the word about who CCC are and what CCC do. 

The councillors present were acknowledged and invited to introduce themselves briefly.  

 

The following notices were highlighted by the Chair: 

 Streetpin, an online noticeboard, fully integrated with other platforms, has launched a 

crowdsourcing exercise.  Those wishing to know more or wishing to back the project, 

which offers a variety of rewards, for this support can find details on their crowdfunding 

page.  

 There is an Autumn Health Fair at Purley Memorial Hospital on Saturday, 18 

October, from 11am to 4pm.  

 Croydon Nightwatch, a charity caring for the homeless, have an appeal running for 

donations of goods and financial donations to support their work.  Collections every 

Sunday in October. See:http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/10/02/nightwatch-

harvest-festival-appeal-running-throughout-october-2014/ 

 October is Black History month, and there are a variety of activities being held 

across the borough. Links to the information is listed on our website, including special 

screenings at the David Lean Cinema.  

 Croydon Lions are keen to enlist new members and volunteers to help organise the 

Addiscombe Carnival on 24 May 2015. Rutherford’s School, based in South Croydon, will 

be the beneficiary of the funds this time.  http://www.croydonlions.org.uk/ 

 There is a MOPAC roadshow being held in Croydon on 4 November. Details and link to 

book a place can be found on our website.  

http://www.zequs.com/campaign/streetpin-launch-croydon-the-most-connected-town-in-the-uk#.VEXa3fldXT8
http://www.zequs.com/campaign/streetpin-launch-croydon-the-most-connected-town-in-the-uk#.VEXa3fldXT8
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/10/14/purley-war-memorial-hospital-autumn-health-fair-sat-18-october-2014/
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/10/02/nightwatch-harvest-festival-appeal-running-throughout-october-2014/
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/10/02/nightwatch-harvest-festival-appeal-running-throughout-october-2014/
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/09/30/black-history-month-in-croydon/
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/10/08/david-lean-cinema-october-2014/
http://www.croydonlions.org.uk/
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/09/30/mopac-roadshow-in-croydon-4-november-2014/
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PC Tolladay, from Sanderstead’s Safer Neighbourhoods Team, was due to attend the meeting, 

to provide a brief update and to take questions from the floor, but was not present.  

 

Announcements, questions and comments were then taken from the floor, summarised 

as follows: 

Public engagement 

A member expressed concern that forums, such as Council Question Time and Neighbourhood 

Partnership meetings, had ceased.  Support was voiced for CCC as a much need forum for the 

public to raise and discuss issues. The member noted that CCC were being subjected to attack 

on Twitter, which was regrettable and unwarranted.  

Enclosure of land – Honister Heights, Riddlesdown 

A member outlined the history of land being bought up and sold on, although it cannot be built 

upon. The land adjacent to Riddlesdown Collegiate was fenced two weeks previously, the higher 

metal fencing on the boundary flanking the roadway later reduced to a metre high. There were 

concerns that the side fencing by the public footpath encroached onto this pathway. 

 

Cllr Hopley clarified that the fencing was considered to be in the correct place and not 

encroaching on the footway.  [Post meeting note: Riddlesdown Residents' Association still 

believe that part of the land may be on adopted highway and conversations are continuing with 

the council.  A member of the RRA has since found some maps relevant to this.] 

 

It was confirmed that the part of the fencing now reduced is a requirement of fencing flanking 

the roadway.   

 

The trees are protected by a woodland order and a small amount of damage to trees has been 

noted. 

 

Council policy had been checked and has not changed. This land is green belt and can therefore 

not be built upon. The fencing stops anyone moving onto the unoccupied land, which is to be 

welcomed.  

 

Cllr Hopley stressed that the regulations for fencing were dependent on the location and land 

designation.   

 

It was understood that there was no Article 4 in place. Article 4 protects the openness of the 

greenbelt, such as landowners putting up sheds and division of land. 

 

Cllr Hopley agreed to pass on information and updates to go on CCC website. Action: Yvette 

Hopley 

 

The significant negative visual impact of the fencing was raised as a concern but was considered 

to be legal. The difficulty getting a response from Council officers was raised. 

 

Traveller Communities 

Cllr Hopley updated all on the steps taken to stop illegal encampments on public and private 

land, such as better security at Sanderstead Rec and the trees felled used at entrances at The 

Beeches. 

In response to a question on Croydon’s provision for the traveller community, Latham Way was 

stated as the designated area, and this was in operation without issue. 

An experience of a couple in Shirley Hills, who had their car surrounded by children demanded 

money and throwing stones, damaging the vehicle, was raised to alert others. 

The Council works closely with police when issues arise, and action is dependent on the type of 

land and ownership, as to what action can be taken. 
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Planning applications no longer notified by post 

Concern was expressed that residents are no longer notified of planning applications nearby, by 

post. The development of a property alongside Gresham School, where four houses were to be 

built, was cited as an example.  

Cllr Hopley updated the meeting. Notices are now displayed on lamp posts, meaning that 

anyone with an interest, and not just neighbouring properties, can be made aware.  This 

decision was taken to keep costs down too.  

 

Having spoken to those affected and noting no objections had been lodged with the council or 

with Sanderstead Residents’ Association (SRA) at that time, local councillors had not lodged a 

referral. The notice had been in place in a prominent position outside the school for two weeks 

prior to the school holiday.  Later concerns of the school that that it might be overlooked by the 

development appear to be addressed as there will be no windows on the flank walls facing the 

school. 

The role of Residents’ Associations was raised as fulfilling an important role, such as the work of 

KENDRA notifying weekly of new applications. Others were not on line so not notifying 

residents. 

Local councillors do advise residents of major applications, such as the Lidl development 

proposed, although this is down to the individual councillors.  

It is possible to get notifications of applications, but to do so you need to create an account. See 

http://publicaccess.croydon.gov.uk/online-applications/. Those registered gain access to the 

facility to save searches, receive notifications and track applications. 

Local magazines 

How local magazines such as CR2, CR5, Sanderstead Link, Found It, work was questioned.  

They are franchise exercises, making funds from advertising, unlike those of RAs. They are 

usually available in libraries and other public places. Check for contact details inside. 

Proposed bus route for Purley Downs Road 

Councillors were surprised to learn that TfL were marking out a bus areas on the roadway. 

There will be a consultation on a bus route from Addington to Purley, coming down Purley 

Downs Road. There are two consultations taking place in the Addington Centre at the end of 

October, A consultation in November for Sanderstead is proposed but venue and exact date, yet 

to be decided. 

Local councillors are aware that there is a mixed reaction in Sanderstead, with some welcoming 

the development, others objecting to it. Cllr Hopley advised that Cllr Pollard was updating 

information on the blog. The Chair requested that information be sent separately to CCC as the 

blog was labelled as a Conservative one.  CCC is neutral so preferred not to link to Labour of 

Conservative blogs if at all possible, noting that association with political parties, in any case, 

may deter residents from accessing information and participating in consultations.  The example 

of some residents’ reticence to engage on the Purley Hospital issue as appearing to be branded 

a Conservative initiative was noted, as an example. It was accepted though that the 

Conservative party representation was somewhat inevitable as the wards most directly affected 

were all represented by Conservative ward councillors. 

Action: Yvette Hopley 

A member advised that this appears to be linked to the bus company’s new franchises and 

extensions.  The current 359 from Monks Hill to Selsdon only runs 10am to 2pm on weekdays 

and Saturdays. This is likely to be extended to an all-day service.  

It was noted that the upset caused when buses were introduced on Selsdon Vale is now hard to 

believe, as the community now accept this as a valuable service.  If single decker buses are 

used it was thought this should be more acceptable.  The need for buses to connect areas in on 

http://www.kenleyra.org.uk/
http://publicaccess.croydon.gov.uk/online-applications/
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the periphery and not just bus routes in and out or just across the centre is seen as a need, 

also been mentioned at the CCC meeting in Addiscombe.  

CCC & Residents’ Associations 

In response to a query, the best way to contact CCC was stated as being by email at 

CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com although CCC do have a mobile number for those not 

online. All details are printed on leaflets as well as the website. 

Selsdon Residents’ Association are not online but produce a monthly magazine, delivered to all 

households in Selsdon, not just its members.  This includes a list of planning applications. The 

initiative is community run, relying on a network of volunteers to produce and deliver it. 

 

Riddlesdown Residents’ Association have a website to keep residents updated and produce a 

twice yearly magazine.  

South Croydon Community Association covers a wide area from the Croydon flyover, to the Red 

Deer, as was, through to Waddon and to Lloyds Park, although they are not strict about their 

membership area or who received notices. They have a website and send out emails on a 

monthly basis. 

It was suggested that it would be useful to know what each group does and which aspects 

organisations do particularly well, in order to learn from each other. 

The meeting were advised that CCC are currently working with Croydon Council and council 

officer, Angela Vanegas, to update the list of active Residents’ Associations and groups 

representing communities. The aim is to put a basic list up on CCC website and encourage 

others to help build the list with other groups known to them. The new East Croydon 

Community group was mentioned as part of this, having just formed.  

A good network of residents’ associations serving Coulsdon was also noted, including East 

Coulsdon Residents’ Association, Coulsdon West Residents’ Association and Old Coulsdon 

Residents’ Association. They produce newsletters and some send out email notifications. The 

work of KENDRA, serving Kenley was noted again for their weekly email notifications, website 

and quarterly magazine.  

Croydon Transition Town is based on an initiative started in Totnes, based around transitioning 

from high energy use to lower energy use, developing community and keeping an eye on 

climate change issues. It is about community, environment and sustainability. In Croydon this 

involves work in community gardens, exploring possible solar panel projects, and distributing 

food from local suppliers to reduce food miles.  

Traffic issues 

The traffic issues, relating to a fatal accident earlier that day, was raised. The point was made 

that better planning, notification and contingency plans needed to be in place as the main road 

layout means that there is gridlock should an incident occur on any of the main arteries in 

Croydon.  Strategic planning of travel routes and pedestrian access relating to the development 

in Central Croydon was also thought to be an issue.  Action: Peter Morgan to explore and 

feedback on this. 

Local Strategic Planning Partnerships 

Email correspondence from the council was raised about a new group being formed and whether 

others had been informed. The suggestion is that representatives of community, business and 

resident groups join with the council to discuss matters such as culture and diversity issues. 

Concerns that this might be a talking shop, or replicating what other groups have done in the 

past, were raised, and details were sketchy. Whether council, police and voluntary groups would 

be represented was not known. 

As there is place for only four representatives of community groups/RAs on the board it was 

suggested that Croydon could be split into quadrants, with each sending a representative to 

https://croydoncc.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/notes-of-addiscombe-16sept14.pdf
mailto:CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com
http://www.croydononline.org/community_information/list-fse.asp?wtT=596
http://www.riddlesdownresidents.org.uk/
http://southcroydoncommunityassociation.wordpress.com/
http://eastcrocomm.wordpress.com/
http://eastcrocomm.wordpress.com/
http://www.croydontransitiontown.org.uk/
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represent the groups in that area, ensuring all were therefore involved. Action: CCC to speak 

with the council officer responsible to pass on this suggestion. 

Stop and Search Monitoring Group 

Whether or not anyone was aware of the new group set up was raised, with no one present 

aware of the group or details.  

It was noted that a brief post had appeared on Inside Croydon, which not all access. There is no 

website and there was no stand at the recent Safer Neighbourhood Board meeting, where 20 

groups exhibited as part of the event.  

The SNB meeting event was poorly advertised and therefore attended, and comment has been 

passed on to this effect.   

Although the Vice Chair of the Stop and Search monitoring group was present at this event he 

was unable to advise of any progress made, to date, or even whether anyone had made contact 

with the group. CCC made clear our interest in finding out more with a view to advertising it 

more widely but, despite several requests made, the Vice Chair has still not been in touch, as 

requested. Action: CCC to follow up again with the council officer. 

 

Policing is a key issue for Croydon.  As well as inviting police along to CCC meetings, the 

committee try to advertise events such as the MOPAC and Safer Neighbourhood Board meetings 

on website and via social media. 

Purley Hospital / Healthcare  

The Autumn Health Fair on Saturday will not be an avenue for raising questions about the 

Urgent Care facility, now downgraded to a minor injuries unit. The downgrading of the unit 

means loss of hours and services, including x-rays, although these are bookable via GPs. 

It was reported that there is a blue booklet now available, as of the end of August. 

The comments now appearing on the Minor Injuries Unit and the confusion over what can be 

treated at this unit were noted.  See website. 

Lack of signage to sign-post the MIU is an issue.  Parking charges were also raised as a 

problem. 

The Croydon Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) AGM saw a number of people voicing 

concerns about the downgrading of the facility at Purley.  

The poor publicity and subsequent low turnout at CCG meetings was noted. CCGs are supposed 

to be engaging patients in commissioning of health services. CCC advertise meetings, when 

known. 

Patient Participation Groups (PPGs) are another way to have your views heard and 

feedback to GP Practices.  

Waiting times for medical appointments was considered an issue. Others disagreed, raising the 

number of patients who do not keep appointments as a big issue for surgeries. Feeding back to 

PPGs is one way of addressing concerns. 

20 mile per hour speed limits in Croydon 

The introduction of this limit is being explored, excluding main roads, and will be open to 

consultation. Cll Bashford was able to clarify that the consultations going on at the moment are 

not the main council consultation that will come into place, but those run by groups and political 

parties.  

The area by area basis of deciding on this matter is of concern to some. For example, 

Sanderstead is cut in half as part of the zones, and this is not the only area effected. It was 

http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2014/09/04/croydon-safer-neighbourhood-question-time-17-sept-2014/
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/category/hot-topics/healthcare/
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hoped that the council consultation would be more balanced, as some of the consultations at 

the moment were considered to be skewed to one side or the other.  

A representative of the Croydon Cycling Campaign has sent information, although a lengthy 

document, and have not précised this, as requested, to make it more accessible. This will now 

be uploaded on the website.  Action: CCC  

 

Peter Morgan offered to provide material on the opposing view, confirming this did not relate to 

any political party. Action: Peter Morgan 

 

CCC committee 

It was noted that CCC committee are keen to find a secretary to minute meetings and 

anyone who could help with social media and website. Anyone interested was asked to get in 

touch.  

Updates from previous meetings 

There has been no reply from councillors who either promised to explore and feedback or who 

were approached for information on points raise in previous meetings. This will be pursued by 

committee.  

It was stressed that CCC are committed to ensuring that matters raised do get a response and 

care is taken to ensure details are included in minutes. Action: CCC 

It was suggested that members of the public can put in written questions to council meetings, 

which will receive a written reply. If the person raising the question is at the council meeting 

they are given the opportunity to ask a supplementary question.  The lead in time for putting 

questions is considerable.  Action: CCC to advertise the link. 

 

Conclusion 

After checking whether there were further questions or points the meeting drew to a close.  

Everyone was thanked for attending and participating, with particular thanks given to those who 

had booked a place via Eventbrite. 

All were reminded that CCC has a website, there is a Twitter account and a Facebook page.   

Everyone was encouraged to keep spreading the word, to encourage others to sign up to the 

mailing list, follow the social media accounts, and encourage others people to get involved.  

Flyers for the next meeting – the AGM on 24 November - were made available for all to take 

away to promote the group’s activity and the event.  

Should a policing report be made available, this will be added to our website. Action: CCC to 

contact Sanderstead PC 

Meeting closed 8.55pm 

 

CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com  

CCC website 

Find us on Twitter @CroydonNbrhoods  

Find us on Facebook 

Our free events are at Eventbrite:  http://croydoncc.eventbrite.co.uk/ 
 

mailto:CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/CroydonNbrhoods
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Croydon-Neighbourhoods/152007598173217
http://croydoncc.eventbrite.co.uk/

