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CCC AGM - Chair’s Report – November 2014 

 

The first year of the new CCC committee, voting in this time last year, has been very busy and 

fraught with issues.  Nonetheless it has been a productive year, with a good deal to celebrate. 

We put in place an open AGM, allowing the membership to vote in the current committee and to 

hear, first hand, of the group’s activities. Prior to this, the AGMs were help behind closed doors, 

excluding the membership, which had resulted in a great deal of anger from the Croydon 

residents who turned up to attend the first AGM in 2012. 

Early days 

We lost two committee members early on in the year.  The Secretary, Marzia Nicodemi-Ehikioya, 

stood down, stating personal reasons, in December 2013. This unfortunately left us without 

notes taken of the AGM.  Said Otmani then left the committee earlier this year.   

Although not involved for long, I need to acknowledge the significant contribution they made and 

to thank them for this. This is particularly the case for Marzia who was on the original working 

group that put in many hours working on revising the Constitution and putting in place the initial 

programme of meetings. Said joined the committee in November and played a full part, including 

delivering leaflets, door to door, to advertise the first public meeting held in Shirley. 

Meetings plan 

The working group and new committee put in place a series of public meetings, which was the 

main purpose of the funding granted to the original committee in 2012.  Having met with the 

Council, the working group were asked to put in place plans by October 2013 for five to six 

meetings under the terms of our funding from the council. 

The work plan for this was interrupted by the local elections, when the council, our main funder, 

asked that we cease our meetings from March through to June.  This was requested as the 

Council needed to ensure that our meetings were not used as a platform for anyone wanting to 

use it for party-political means, as their funding could be linked to this, should this occur.  

Although we felt the length was excessive, we complied with this request.  

This pause in activities was used productively. The committee were invited to chair and to 

provide refreshments for hustings, which we saw as a good way to promote CCC. The hustings 

were not organised by us, were open to candidates of all the main parties and to any members of 

the public who wished to attend.  

We were approached as we were clearly apolitical and were happy to give our time to this. All 

time was given freely to chair these meetings and to provide refreshments, which the CCC 

committee funded personally. Peter Staveley, standing as a candidate, took no part.  

It is a shame that a few have sought to claim that there was some sort of political agenda behind 

this.  There was not, and had anyone of any party or none had any issue I feel sure they would 

have made their concern known, loud and clear!   

Despite this three month pause in our meetings plan, we have staged eight public meetings this 

year, nine if you include the reconvened AGM, still far exceeded the council’s original 

requirements. This included a subject-specific meeting on Rubbish, which is a real issue for 

Croydon and continues to be. 

Other aspects of our work 

In addition, we have built up a list of contacts from virtually nothing and are working with the 

council to build a list of contact details for Residents’ Associations and community groups. 
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We have put in place a rudimentary website, which details notes of meetings as well as links to 

current consultations, activities, issues and groups across Croydon.  A social media presence has 

been built, using Facebook and Twitter, now independent from the Council. 

Open engagement & follow up 

Our public meetings are intentionally without set agenda as we do not want to pre-empt or 

narrow topics for discussion; we want those attending to be free to discuss or raise any topic, 

notice or issue.  The only stipulation we make is that our meetings are not used to make party 

political points as we are strictly apolitical in nature. 

We welcome councillor and council officer involvement in our meetings, and we seek to follow up 

and report on issues raised at our meetings.  Sometimes this is done by committee but in the 

main we rely on you, the membership, to follow up and feed back to us in order to pass on 

information and updates.  

We have had a good deal of positive feedback on our activities and suggestions for what else we 

could do. It needs to be emphasised that we are a small committee, trying to go some way to 

replicate levels of borough wide engagement similar to the now disbanded Neighbourhood 

Partnerships.  The Neighbourhood Partnerships each had its own committee who were supported 

by council officer time and resources which is not available to us. 

Committee 

The notion that people can and do wear different hats is clearly a foreign concept to some, who 

have sought to draw association between the personal lives of the CCC committee members and 

their work as part of the committee. This negative attention is unwarranted, unpleasant and 

unnecessary.  

We lost Clive Locke, our Vice Chair last month. Clive stood down due to a stipulation of the 

council relating to their allegation of Islamaphobia, based on a RT of someone else’s Tweet on his 

personal account. 

This is an allegation we take extremely seriously.  We know that this allegation has caused much 

upset within and across communities, particularly due to the way it has been handled and 

circulated rapidly, without any apparent investigation or right of reply.   

We are working with Broad Green Business Forum and others to properly investigate the matter 

but the lack of evidence available to us to corroborate claims has severely hindered our ability to 

do so.  

We have sought evidence and information from individual/s behind a handful of social media 

accounts who claim that Clive’s actions were deliberate, intended and repeated but they have not 

come up with any proof to substantiate these claims as yet, despite repeated requests. We have 

also sought information from the Council and from the Met Police.  

Given what we consider to be unreasonable timeframes imposed on us by the council, the CCC 

committee appreciate Clive stepping down to secure the work of CCC.  

I’d like to make very clear that we are not supporting Clive, as some have claimed, but we will 

not act without fully investigating the matter and exploring all the facts. If you have any 

evidence please make it available to us. 

Distractions 

There have been other matters grumbling on in the background that have consumed much time; 

time that could have been better employed driving the work of CCC forward.  

We had issues of lack of handover from the previous officers, including withholding access to the 

bank account, which we only secured in May of this year with a great deal of work on the part of 

our bank, Barclays,  the help of the Council and from Mark Johnson who was on the previous 
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committee.  The delay in handover meant the committee covering costs up to this point 

personally. 

We have an ongoing dispute relating to a hall booking, where demands for increased and varied 

amounts were made.  Mindful that we are keepers of public funds which we have a duty to use 

wisely, and that this was not as agreed, we have contested this.  The outcome of this should be 

known shortly and we will report on this when the matter is concluded, not before, in fairness to 

the other party. 

Future plans 

There is so much more we could do and would have achieved without the distractions of this 

year.  

Building up our contacts list is one priority and development of a proper website is another. We 

have website hosting and designs in place for a new simpler name for the organisation, but time 

has prevented us progressing this.  

To drive our work forward we need more willing hands, prepared to take an active role. We could 

really do with someone willing to act as Secretary and will continue to seek someone to fill this 

vital role or put in place a system to mitigate the time spent on this by the already stretched 

existing committee. 

Constitution 

We should also note that there is an amendment that needs to be made to the Constitution, but 

we are still waiting to hear from the Council on this, preventing the revision coming to this 

meeting for approval. 

And, thanks 

I would like to thank the committee elected in November 2103 who have all worked tirelessly, 

often in difficult circumstances, to resurrect the work of CCC for the benefit of the community.  

We were delighted to welcome Mark Johnson onto committee recently and we had hoped that we 

would have had more interest from members willing to stand for committee but no one has put 

themselves forward or enquired. 

I’d also like to thank you, the membership, for supporting our meetings, offering views and 

feedback, and helping to publicise our meetings. 

Thanks needs to be noted for those who have helped to advertise our meetings, including 

Croydon Radio, All About Croydon, Croydon Libraries, Matthews Yard, the Croydon BME Forum, 

David Lean Cinema and the CVA Centre. 

The committee were sorry that council officer, Margot Rohan, was unable to attend the AGM his 

year. It is fair to say that without her support CCC would have folded some time back before any 

meetings were put in place. Her contribution is very much appreciated and valued by all. 

CCC’s main funders at this time are Croydon Council.  Whilst we work closely with the Council, 

CCC is independent of them. We thank the Council for their help in securing the funds from the 

previous officers to ensure the ongoing work of CCC. 

Finally,  

I recognise that some of this report sounds quite negative.  It is not intended to be but I though 

the report needs to be a frank reflection of the year we’ve had, in order to dispel some of the 

myths and to build on the work so far, for the future.   

The current committee are all willing to stand for re-election and look forward to driving the CCC 

forward, if elected. 


