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CONTACT US 
Telephone - 0207 161 9042 
Email - 
WestThornton.SNT@met.police.uk 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 
 

If you are interested in joining the 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, or 
know anyone who would be, 
please contact as below : 
 
Katie Moore- NHW Manager (part 
time) 
Telephone: 020 8555 1200 ext. 
37637 
Email: nhw@cbnwa.com                                                                   
Website: www.cbnwa.com 
CBNWA c/o 
Croydon Fire Station 
90 Old Town  
Croydon CRO 1AR  

 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



Story of the photo on the front page 

Postcard bearing no publisher's name. 

 The old pond at Thornton Heath is in the middle of the London to Brighton road between Croydon 
and Streatham. The pond appears on all the earliest maps of Croydon, and was an important public 
watering place for horses and cattle moving to and from Croydon. It is possible that the charcoal 
burners who operated in the area from at least the 16th. century and probably much earlier used the 
pond as their source of water - hence the name Colliers Water Lane nearby. 

 However by the late 19th. century, with increasingly heavy traffic, the pond became a potential 
hazard. In 1891 for example, a parcel mail coach on its way from Brighton to London in fog ended up 
in the pond. 

 In 1897 the pond was surrounded by railings, and a new fountain was erected in the middle to 
commemorate Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee. It is clearly visible in the photograph. 

 In 1953 the pond was filled in and turned into an ornamental garden with a small pool. Sporadic 
vandalism led the council to fill in even this small pool in 1975, and Thornton Heath Pond became 
little more than a traffic roundabout on the A23. 

 Nevertheless, there are regular calls to get the pond reinstated in some way, and it may be back one 
day. One feature which will not be back is the Gallows which stood close by in the 18th. century and 
which was used in order to hang numerous convicted highwaymen. 

*Photo and text taken from flickr.com. All copyright of the original holder. 

Police Crime Maps 

The Met Crime Mapping site has been 
created to help show you what crime has 
been committed in neighbourhoods 
across the capital.  To view go to: 
www.content.met.police.uk.  On the first 
page under ‘How do I’ click on ‘view crime 
maps for local crime statistics’ on the map 
page in the search box (top left) enter 
Croydon.  At the top right of the page click 
on the INFO tab to refine the map area 
and select crime types. 

Croydon Communities Consortium 
 

The below website officers a local perspective on Croydon and includes sections on policing : 
 
https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/ 
 
A very useful tool within this website, giving directions on which agency (police, council, fire brigade 
etc) can be found at the below address : 
 
https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2015/03/27/find-the-right-agency-faq-on-anti-social-behaviour/ 



Burglary 
 

The crime counts for burglary on the ward of 
West Thornton are as follows : 
 
March 2015—12 
February 2015—5 
January 2015—14 
December 2014—15 
*These are both residential and business premises 

 
What we have noticed over the last few months 
are that a high percentage of the residential 
burglaries that have occurred, the suspect(s) have 
gained access to the rear garden of the houses 
through an alleyway or using the old dustbin man 
paths, even if the paths are overgrown. Can 
residents please be aware of this potential entry 
method and the fact that if suspect(s) are to the 
rear of a house, they are often concealed from 
view and therefore have extra time to break into a 
house. 

Burglary prevention tips 
 

For more information on burglary prevention 
advice, please visit the Metropolitan Police 
website as below : 
 
http://content.met.police.uk/Site/
crimepreventionhomesecurity 
 
Or you can download the Operation Bumblebee 
booklet as below : 
 
http://www.met.police.uk/crimeprevention/docs/
bumblebee_burglary_prevention.pdf 
 
Or you can visit the Secured By Design website 
for tip : 
 
http://www.securedbydesign.com/index.aspx 

Immobilise  
 
Please follow the link below : 
 
www.immobilise.com 
 
The immobilise database helps police identify the 
owners of recovered property and is available to 
police forces nationally. Owners can register 
details of their possessions on a national database, 
such as serial numbers for televisions and frame 
numbers for cycles, and when officers come 
across these items during an investigation, the 
database can be checked and owners reunited with 
their stolen goods.  
 
The police have stores full of recovered property 
that will never be returned to their true owners 
because individual property numbers such as serial 
numbers, and very often never recorded by the 
owners. These items are store for a while before 
being sold off at auction. 



Crime Maps 
 

The number of reports of anti-social behaviour the 
team has been receiving has reduced over the last 
couple of months : 

During the month of February 2015, the team 
received a total of 17 reports of anti-social 
behaviour. From the graph above, comparing the 
last three months with the same period last year, 
we continue to see a reported drop. 
 
Some of the reports the team has been receiving 
over the last few months include begging near to 
Greggs at Thornton Heath Pond and reports of 
drivers breaking the one way system that is in 
place on Raymead Avenue, Gonville Road and the 
temporary road works on Campbell Road.  

Fly Tipping 
 

Croydon Council are proactive in the combat 
against fly-tipping. The council aim to resolve 
reported issues within two working days (the 
council will only clear up fly-tips on public or 
council-owned land.  
 
Clearing up fly-tipping from private land is the 
responsibility of the landowner. If the landowner 
needs help, the council can assist but with a fee. 
 
To report fly-tipping : 
 
E-mail : flytip@croydon.gov.uk 
Call : 0208 726 6200 (option 2 for fly-tipping)  for 
the environmental team or the hotline on 0208 604 
7000 
App : download the free My Croydon App 

Abandoned vehicles 
 
The council deal with reports of abandoned 
vehicles using the Refuse Disposal (Amenity) Act 
1978 and the Clean Neighbourhood and 
Environment Act 2005. The council will after an 
abandoned vehicle has been reported to them, visit 
the vehicle and make a report., and if they believe 
its abandoned, affix a seven day notice on the 
vehicle. If after the seven days, the vehicle is still 
there, the council will mark the vehicle for a 
removal. Even currently taxed vehicles can be 
removed if the council believe the vehicle has 
been abandoned, but they council need to take all 
reasonable steps to find and inform the last known 
keeper of their intention.  
 
You can report suspected abandoned vehicles on : 
 
E-mail : avs.parking@croydon.gov.uk 
Call : 0208 726 7100 


