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CCC 

Croydon Communities Consortium 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting  
Thursday 16 July 2015, at 7pm 

 St Michael’s Church Hall, Croydon CR0 1UA 
 

Present:  
Kumiko Akatsuka, David Akenou, Bushra Ahmed, Salmana Ahmed, Selma Ahmed, Elizabeth Ash (Chair), 
Valentine Atsu, Emmanuel Awuzurudike, Barbara Bates, Don Bates, William Bailey, Kester Benjamin, 
Mahbub Sadiq Bhatti, Tom Black, Jonathan Bob-Amara, Betty Boop aka Marzia Nicodemi, Cllr. Simon 
Brew, Maria Brown, Michael Buckley, Naseem Butt, Dan Caulfield, Ayyaz Choudry, Roger Clark 
(Treasurer), Austen Cooper, Vernon Cowdy, Sean Creighton, Oscar Dahling, Charlotte Davies, Steven 
Downes, Peter Doye, Andrew Enebe, Clive Fraser, Mike Fuller, Kathleen Garner, Anne Giles, Susan 
Glinska, Beryl Gowers, David Gowers, Zahair Hanna, John Hickman, Gill Hickson, James Hogg, Mark 
Johnson, Samuel Kebreth, Andrew J Kennedy, Josi Kiss, Sudan Kuttappan, Maureen Levy, Clive Locke, 
Abdul Malik, Firzana Malik, Anne Milstead, Peter Morgan, Linda Morris, Gloria Ocansey, Femi Oguatuyi, 
Susan Oliver, Michael Oliver, Grace Onions, Kai Mussa Pokawa, Ruth Rassou, Joyce Reid, Alan Reynolds, 
Bhimji Shah, Liz Sheppard-Jones, Peter Staveley, Janet Stollery (acting Secretary), Georgina Walker, 
Desmond Windley, David White, Adrian Winchester, Thomas Xavier, Joel Xgbemehin, Osman Yousuf.  

Apologies for absence: 
Cllr. Sara Bashford, Roger Capham, Michael Castle, John Cheetham, Sheila Childs, Jill Coleman, Bridget 
Galloway, David Hooper, Alex Odam, Stephen Pollard, Bosco Saldana, Margot Rohan, Superintendent 
Carron Schusler, Roy Simpson, Andrew Stevensen, Reverend Bola Thomas, Gordon Thomson. 

Welcome and apologies 
Elizabeth Ash, Chair, opened the meeting by apologising for the slightly delayed start due to the large 
volume attending, including a considerable number who had registered on the night, and the committee 
wishing to hold places open as long as feasible for those who had pre-booked a place but who were not 
yet present.  

A show of hands demonstrated that the attendees included roughly half who had attended CCC meetings 
previously and half for whom this was their first meeting. All were warmly welcomed. Apologies received 
were noted. 

Filming of the meeting by a member of the audience was stopped due to objections. It was agreed that 
the meeting would be voice recorded, by committee, for the purposes of minute taking.  

Approval of Minutes of AGM held on 24 November 2014 
All present at the previous AGM were provided with minutes prior to the meeting and hard copies were 
available at the meeting. The minutes were agreed as a true record, proposed by Sean Creighton and 
seconded by Alan Reynolds.  
 
Committee Report including report and discussion of CCC activities in the past year, 
presentation and adoption of accounts 
Committee members delivered the report, with opportunity for anyone present to make comment or raise 
questions after each section. A summary of the discussion and points made is as follows: 
 
Those present at previous meetings attested to the apolitical nature of meetings. 
 
The documentation relating to the varying invoices for the ‘unpaid’ hall booking was offered as Marzia 
Nicodemi still refuted this to be the case. This offer was rejected by the meeting, with the court having 
already decided the matter in favour of CCC.  
 
Concerns were raised by several people present in relation to the treatment of Clive Locke and the 
retweet on his personal Twitter account. This included concern that the Police had been asked by 
members of the public to intervene but disappointment that they had taken no action. Another made the 
point that Clive Locke had already apologised for any offence caused and this should have been the end 
of the matter. 
 
The importance of open public engagement and debate was stressed.  
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A member present said that he had emailed the Chief Executive regarding the status of CCC’s council 
funding, to clarify, but had not had a response.  
 
The documentation and evidence held by the committee, detailing the funding to be for a two-year 
period, minimum, was listed for the meeting. The full amount had been passed to the new committee, 
not half the amount, and the point made that would anyone think it reasonable to envisage £5K being 
awarded for just five to seven meetings? A member made the point that a grant is a gift and the terms 
should be clearly specified. 
 
The committee also offered that on at least three occasions conversations had been held with the Council 
on the impact of the Council funding in the current period, well after the initial one-year period ending 
November 2014, again clearly indicating that the funding was for a longer period than the one year now 
stated. 
  
The impact on the committee’s use of funding as a result of the delay in handover of the funds – only 
accessed in May 2014 and the delay in putting plans into action due to holding off key changes until the 
agitation issues had resolved, was outlined briefly. The Council had been kept informed. Very different 
decisions would have been taken had the committee been informed that funding was for just one year. 
 
It was agreed that the committee should look to make as much information about the funding agreement 
available in the public domain. 
 
The point was made that the members attending and contributing to meetings should have voting rights 
at an AGM and that there should be rules to deal with any issues arising, such as disruption of meetings, 
and the committee agreed to look at this.   
 
The accounts were presented. The Council’s request for repayment for funding was noted as a potential 
liability. Expenses incurred that would have been taken from those monies have been paid from the 
unrestricted funds in order to ensure that committee members are not left covering the cost of running 
CCC meetings and activities, as was the case up until May 14. One supplier, knowing of the issue 
regarding funding, although encouraged to do so, has not yet produced an invoice for their work.  This, 
therefore, is not reflected in the accounts. 
 
A question was raised regarding the auditing of the accounts. This was confirmed as not a requirement.  
It was agreed that the committee would look at the accounts being independently examined. As the 
funder, Croydon Council are entitled to look at the books. 
 
The accounts were proposed by Linda Morris and seconded by Anne Giles. 

Election of committee and officers 
The following nominations were all received by the closing date. 

Nominations for Chair – Elizabeth Ash and Austen Cooper 
Nominations for Vice Chair – Bushra Ahmed and Mahbub Sadiq Bhatti  
Nominations for Secretary – Glen Hart and Janet Stollery  
Nomination for Treasurer - Roger Clark  
Nomination for General Committee Member - Mark Johnson  

Charlotte Davies volunteered to oversee the elections and this was agreeable to all present.  Cllr. Simon 
Brew and Dan Caulfield volunteered to act as teller and this was agreed by all. It was also agreed that all 
present had voting rights. 

Each of the candidates for the contested posts gave a brief address and answered questions put to both 
candidates. 

A secret ballot followed for the contested posts of Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary. The outcome of the 
elections were:   

Chair:   Elizabeth Ash  
Vice-Chair:  Mahbub Sadiq Bhatti  
Secretary:  Janet Stollery  

All were thanked for attending and encouraged to attend future public meetings.   
 
Meeting closed 9.10pm    


