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CCC 
Croydon Communities Consortium 

Notes of the Public Meeting 
 

Kenley Memorial Hall – small hall 
92 Godstone Road 

KENLEY CR8 5AB 
Wednesday 30 September 2015 

7pm to 9pm 

 
Present: Elizabeth Ash (Chair), William Bailey, Mahbub Sadiq Bhatti (Vice Chair), Cllr Jan 
Buttinger, Roger Capham, Kathleen Garner, Anne Giles, Stephen Giles, Michele Goad, 
Richard Goad, Beryl Gowers, David Gowers, Guy Fawkes, Michael Howells, Mark Johnson 
(committee), Clive Locke, Linda Morris, Chris Myers, Ted Newman, Phil Reed, Bosco Saldanha, 
Chris Stanley, Janet Stollery (Secretary).  

Apologies: David Akenou, Sheila Childs, Roger Clark (Treasurer), Sean Creighton, Annette 
Hyman, Eustace Hyman, Maureen Levy, Grace Onions, Cllr Chris Wright. 

The first five twenty minutes were given to registration, refreshments and networking.  There 
was a display of local information available and copies to take away. 

The meeting started at 7.25pm  

Welcome and introductions 
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting, noting a good mix of regular attenders and 
new faces, and introduced the committee.  

There were no objections to the meeting being recorded, for the purposes of note taking, or 
to photos being taken. 

The Chair briefly outlined the ‘no agenda’ format of the meeting. One topic had been 
suggested prior to the meeting – that of speeding.  The committee also wished to provide a 
brief update and discuss membership. 

Cllrs present or reps of any groups were asked to introduce themselves if they wished. Cllr Jan 
Buttinger introduced herself as a Kenley ward councillor.  Chris Stanley - Chair of KENDRA, Phil 
Reed - Chair of Purley & Woodcote Residents’ Association and Linda Morris – Vice Chair of 
Selsdon RA introduced themselves. 

The following updates and notices were highlighted by the Chair, with various 
comments made by those present:  

Updates from previous meetings 
 

Update from June 2015 meeting – New Addington 

Community issues  
Cllr Matthew Kyeremeh attended the June meeting and had undertaken to come back on a 
number of points, and this offer was well received by the meeting.  Despite all present 
thanking Cllr Kymermeh for this and CCC chasing the updates, there had been no update 
provided, to date. 
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Skanska  
Concerns about the lighting works is a regular topic at CCC meetings. Cllr Sean Fitzsimons has 
advised that Scrutiny committee will not look at the street lighting work being carried out by 
Skanska again until the New Year. 

Notices 
 
Croydon Trading Standards Bulletins 
Copies of bulletin 2 were made available on the night.  Details of the latest bulletin can be 
found on CCC website and information relating to avoiding being scammed was made 
available on the night. 

Updated list of organisations 
CCC are building up a current list of Residents’ Associations and groups, as well as a list of 
conservation and park groups as the council does not hold a current list of either of these.  All 
were asked to help build the lists with current details. 

CCC is also building a list of Patient Participation Groups (PPGs). See: 
https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2015/05/07/croydons-patient-participation-groups/ 
 
The Moorings Practice in Kenley had a PPG and there are plans in place to get the PPG up 
and running again. Anyone interested can email TheMooringsPPG@gmail.com.   
 
Woodcote Medical PPG is holding an event on Diabetes on 13 October at the Purley 
Practice. See: https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2015/09/18/diabetes-are-you-at-risk-a-free-
talk-in-purley-please-book-a-place/ Booking as soon as possible is needed to allow the PPG 
to cater for numbers. 

The AGM of Healthwatch is on 8 October.  Healthwatch acts as the voice of patients. 

It is Black History Month in October and there are a variety of events on offer in Croydon.  The 
theme is Women in Leadership. 

The interim report of Croydon’s Opportunity and Fairness Commission is due out slightly later 
than expected, in early October.  They are currently seeking the views of 11-24 year olds, 
using a quick survey.   

Leaflets for the Christmas Tree Festival at All Saint’s, Kenley on 11 to 13 December were made 
available.  Local businesses, organisations and schools will each decorate a tree as part of 
the event. 

Local Policing update  
 
Local Policing newsletters 
The committee advised that the local police had been invited to attend but they had not 
responded or sent a report, although had tweeted about attending.  The latest Kenley SNT 
newsletter is on the CCC website and hard copies were made available to take away. 

Residents were encouraged to sign up to these monthly ward updates, sent out via email, by 
emailing a request to their local Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT). 

SmartWater kits and Met Trace 
The SmartWater offer of £25 per pack rather than £75 via Croydon Neighbourhood Watch 
was explained, and how this differed to the Met Trace scheme being rolled out across 
Croydon, which was targeted at certain properties by the Police. Roughly one in seven 
households would get a Met Trace initiative SmartWater kit. The free kits are a small sample, 
which will mark a limited number of items. Each SmartWater kit has a unique DNA, which 
registers the marked items to a registered name at an address.  It is guaranteed for five years.   
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It was mentioned that SmartWater was not being rolled out in the South of the borough.  
CCC has confirmed that this is not the case and it is being rolled out in the south, including 
Kenley. 

The Chair of KENDRA mentioned that KENDRA had obtained some funding to offer free kits to 
local residents who had been burgled, the immediate neighbours of those who had been 
burgled as well as more vulnerable residents.  This is not part of the Met Trace scheme.   

It was explained that the conviction rate for recovered stolen goods marked with SmartWater 
was 100%.   SmartWater stickers on display on homes alerted potential burglars know that 
property within is marked.  
 
Chris Stanley also advised that signs would be going up shortly in the street, warning people 
that SmartWater is in use in the area.  He advised that there has been a general shift in crime 
from the north to the south of the borough.  Arrests have been made in Kenley recently. 
 
The CCC Chair mentioned that it is worth going to Police Ward Panel Meetings when they 
are held.  The Police are keen to engage more residents in all areas of the borough. 

 

Contact with Croydon Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) 
KENDRA had been hoping to involve Neighbourhood Watch in Kenley but have had little 
response from local NHW co-ordinators.   
 
Another person mentioned the difficulty she had had getting in touch with her NHW co-
ordinator.  Although seeking to speak with the co-ordinator and offering full contact details, it 
became evident that this had not been passed on, despite chasing over several months.  
 
An attendee mentioned that he was involved with NHW. He advised that the issue of sharing 
NHW co-ordinators details was due to be discussed at the AGM shortly.  

 
Comments, questions and announcements were taken from the floor, with 
subsequent discussions, as follows: 

Speeding in Kenley 
A resident noted that speeding has been getting worse in Godstone Road, Kenley, and 
wondered whether it would be possible to move the speed camera from under the railway 
bridge near Tesco, where it is very little use as it is an area where it is difficult to speed, to 500 
yards further along the road towards Kenley, where it might act as a real deterrent.   
 
Apart from excessive speeding, the resident was also concerned about dangerous 
overtaking.   Another person present mentioned Speedwatch, but it was noted that as the 
people doing Speedwatch or the local SNT have to wear hi-viz vests it is easy to spot them.  
Several people present shared the difficulty faced by police in cracking down on speeding, 
including those complaining of speeding actively warning others of speed traps when they 
were put in place by flashing oncoming cars to alert them, or being caught for speeding 
themselves. 

It was acknowledged that Godstone Road is a TfL road and it is very difficult to get them to 
take any action, unless the area is an accident black spot.   

It was noted that when Skanska replace lampposts, they have not replaced the warning 
signs that flash up the number plates with a notice to slow down, that had been installed on 
old lampposts.   
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Cllr Buttinger said that it would be worth taking this issue to a Ward Panel Meeting in Purley.  
Anyone can go to a Ward Panel meeting if they have an interest in the area.  People can 
also take this up with their local Councillor.   

The meeting was advised that when the road was resurfaced between St James and Downs 
Court Road the central white lines were not remarked intentionally.  The theory is that it slows 
down traffic if people can’t see white lines and are going to be more cautious.  This has also 
happened in Selsdon. The validity of this met with mixed reaction and considerable 
scepticism. 

Power Cuts 
A resident mentioned http://www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/priority 

If power goes out the vulnerable people registered, or those looking out for vulnerable 
residents, will be informed by text message how long the power is going to be out for, 
allowing them to make decisions as to whether to stay put or whether alternative plans need 
to be put in place for accessing heating, lighting and cooking facilities.  Relatives, carers or 
neighbours of vulnerable persons can register.  It was agreed that scheme would be 
advertised on the CCC website. 

Membership 
The CCC committee floated the idea of membership of CCC being put in place, renewing 
on 1 September each year.  Suggested cost was £5 or £3 for concessions.  It was suggested 
that RAs could have membership, which could be shared so someone from committee could 
attend.  A higher fee for a RA was also suggested. 
 
In response to a request, the Chair explained the background to the CCC funding issue, 
which has not yet been resolved. This relates to CCC being awarded funding for a two-year 
period as per the written documentation, versus the Council’s claim that it was for just one 
year. The documentation relating to this had been made available on the CCC website at 
the request of those attending the AGM.   A comment was made that Residents Associations 
could be asked to pay more to be members, and the Residents’ Associations could be asked 
to sponsor a meeting in their area.  The Chair said that she would be consulting the rest of our 
contacts to gauge opinions about our idea.  

A resident commented that CCC’s work was considerably cheaper than the Council’s 
Neighbourhood Partnerships scheme so they were amazed that CCC were having these 
problems, considering that CCC’s work fostered networking and passing on of information.  It 
was noted that some RAs are very good at communicating but others less so. CCC helps 
keep people informed. 

Green Waste 
Concern was expressed about the proposed charging for green waste.  Cost will be £50-£60 
a year.  It was agreed that it was almost inevitable that fly-tipping of green waste will happen 
or people will burn it or bin it. The difficulty of identifying the owner from the fly-tipped green 
waste was noted. There is a petition that can be signed to stop this but CCC cannot promote 
this as it is linked to a political party.  A suggestion was made that someone in authority 
contact Bromley Council, for example, to see if their charging for green waste has resulted in 
more fly-tipping 

Croydon Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) 
The Chair of KENDRA mentioned the changes afoot regarding Urgent Care, including 
potentially discontinuing the walk in Centre at Fieldway, the MIU at Purley Hospital and the 
walk-in Centre at Edridge Road, replacing them with three GP superhubs, offering extended 
services 8-8, 7 days a week. No real details were available yet and the CCG do not know 
what it is going to look like.  The plan appears to be to push resources towards Croydon 
University Hospital.   
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The consultation is very late and a decision must be made by 1 December.  At the recent 
CCG meeting the potential plans were discussed, with only one viable pathway.  The Chair 
suggested linking up with Healthwatch and attending the Heathwatch AGM on Thursday 8 
October.  Someone asked if the GPs were happy with this.  This is complicated by the 
introduction of new contracts for GPs.  It was also noted that staff at the MIU in Purley didn’t 
know what they could treat, which was confusing to residents. 

The Chair of KENDRA explained that RAs in the South of the Borough were fighting this, 
enlisting the support of Croydon South MP and have suggested alternative arrangements 
with costings.   

It was also noted that in other areas, where the extended hours access to GPs has been 
trialled, it has not been successful. 

It was explained that the consultation on remodelling of Urgent Care would not affect Purley 
Hospital itself at this stage but could well see the loss of the MIU. 

Roadworks 
The Old Lodge Lane road bridge will be closed for an extended period during 16 December-
10 January and no pedestrian access for several days. 

Skanska – Someone understood that Skanska’s licence to operate has expired, but people 
reported that work is still continuing so this could not be the case.  CCC is hoping to have a 
separate follow up meeting on this as it regularly comes up in meetings.   

Conclusion 
After checking whether there were further questions or points anyone wished to make, the 
meeting drew to a close and everyone was thanked for attending.  

Cllr Jan Buttinger, who had also attended the Purley meeting, was thanked for attending.  

The process of records for the meeting was explained. Notes of meeting would be circulated 
to those attending for comment. All were asked not to share the draft notes before they were 
finally circulated and posted on the website. 

All were asked to share information about CCC meetings and to encourage others to attend. 
Anyone is welcome at any meeting. 

Next meeting 
The next meeting will be St George’s Church, Barrow Road, Waddon CR0 4EZ on 19 October, 
7 for 7.20-9pm.   

Meeting closed at 8.50pm. 
 
 
CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com  
CCC website 
Find us on Twitter @CroydonNbrhoods  
Find us on Facebook 
Our free events are at Eventbrite: http://croydoncc.eventbrite.co.uk/ 
 


