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Notes of the Public Meeting 

Clyde Hall 
Clyde Road 

East Croydon CR0 6SZ 
Thursday 19 November 2015 

7pm to 9pm 

 
Present: Elizabeth Ash (Chair), Cllr. Sara Bashford, Mahbub Sadiq Bhatti (Vice Chair), Lisa Carey-Bailey, Roy 
Carey-Bailey, John Cheetham, Pauline Childs, Sheila Childs, Roger Clark (Treasurer), Peter Cooper, Oscar 
Dahling, Beryl Gowers, James Hogg, Jean Gulley, Mark Johnson (committee), Clive Locke, Peter Morgan, Ted 
Newman, Michael O’Dwyer, John Paterson, Bosco Saldana, Peter Staveley, Janet Stollery (Secretary), Romney 
Tansley, Jen Tapping, Gordon Thompson, Anthony Waldbaum, Marion Walters-O’Dwyer 

Apologies: David Akenou, Pastor Bola Thomas, Peter Collier, Sean Creighton, Peter Croucher, Anne Giles, 
Stephen Giles, David Gowers, Cllr. Yvette Hopley, David Hooper, Maureen Levy, Grace Onions, Alan Reynolds, 
Glen Roofthhooft, Peter Spalding, Anne Tansley  

The first five twenty minutes were given to registration, refreshments and networking.  There was a display of 
community information available and copies to take away.  

Welcome and introductions 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting, noting a good mix of regular attendees and new faces, and 
introduced the committee.  

There were no objections to the meeting being recorded, for the purposes of note taking, or to photos being 
taken.  All were reminded to refrain from any party political comments. 

The Chair briefly outlined the ‘no agenda’ format of the meeting.  Several topics had been suggested prior to 
the meeting. 

Local ward councillors and the local policing team had been invited but no apologies or updates had been 
received. Cllr. Sara Bashford introduced herself as Deputy Leader of the Conservative group and councillor for 
Selsdon and Ballards ward. Gordon Thompson introduced himself as Chair of Canning and Clyde Residents’ 
Association and explained that they referred any local matters to Councillors in the first instance and to the 
MP, Gavin Barwell, if necessary.  They produce an online newsletter also.  
 
The committee also noted thanks to East Croydon Community Organisation ECCO for advertising the meeting 
to their members. 

The following updates and notices were highlighted by the Chair:  

Updates from previous meetings 
 
Waddon policing newsletter 
Although chasing several times, CCC has been unable to gain a copy of any newsletters after March 2015. 

These newsletters are usually produced by all SNT teams. Signing up to receive these via email ensures 
receiving the monthly newsletter, along with occasional urgent updates and notices.  Email addresses will not 
be shared.  The latest newsletter for Ashburton SNT can be found here. Newsletters for other teams can be 
found by searching the CCC website under the relevant SNT name.  

Proposed cuts to PCSOs 
A PCSO from another team had advised that PCSOs were warned in September 2015 that a decision was to 
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be made to either partially or completely cut PCSO numbers across the Metropolitan Police. The decision on 
this was postponed to October 2015 and again until December 2015.  

Penalties imposed by magistrates  
As suspected, magistrates need to work to guidelines set down so cannot impose whatever penalty they like.  
They do have some flexibility within bands and take into account factors such as a first offence or whether the 
person pleads guilty to the offence, which saves court time. 
 
Proposed change to green garden waste 
A post has been produced, as agreed, and comment is invited.  Anyone wishing to comment can add views 
or send comments via email for the committee to post anonymously.  The poll on twitter, although a small 
sample, showed a clear vote against the introduction of a paid service. 

Membership 
Membership is now in place, renewing each year on 1 September.  Meetings will remain open to all but 
members will have voting rights. Donations to support the work of CCC are also invited and the committee will 
list donations from anyone who wishes their donation known.  Membership is set at £5 per year or £3 for 
concessions.  It has been decided not to have a separate membership structure for organisations. 

Forms were available at the meeting and can be found on the website, here.  Completed forms can be 
handed to any committee member, be handed in at meetings or sent by post. 
 

Notices 

Updated list of organisations 
CCC are building up a current list of Residents’ Associations and groups, as well as a list of conservation and 
park groups as the council does not hold a current list of either of these.  All were asked to help build the lists 
with details so people wanting to find a group, can do so. 

CCC is also building a list of Patient Participation Groups (PPGs). See: 
https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2015/05/07/croydons-patient-participation-groups/ 

Croydon’s Opportunity and Fairness Commission (OFC) 
The interim report is out.  CCC has created a text only version, available here to save downloading large files 
or printing out the full colour version.   

Free skin awareness seminar  
This will take place in Croydon on 10 December and is open to people living with skin conditions and their 
families and carers.  See  https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2015/11/19/free-skin-awareness-seminar-croydon-
sutton-merton-bromley/ 

Croydon CCG engaging on Urgent Care 
Croydon CCG is holding a series of events across the borough to gather views on Urgent Care service in 
Croydon with a view to re-procurement, which needs to be in place by April 2015. See 
https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2015/11/17/croydon-ccg-is-involving-croydon-in-improving-urgent-care-
services/ for details.  A flyer with dates was made available on the night. 

The Metropolitan Police Giving Tree project 
This project has launched.  Could you donate a gift for a child in care? Suggested donation is up to £20, either 
in the form of a gift or as a financial donation to be used to purchase gifts for children in care.  A poster was 
made available on the night. 

Croydon Local Plan consultation 
A series of meetings are planned and the consultation closes on 18 December 2015.  Details here: 
https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2015/11/09/the-croydon-local-plan-strategic-policies/ 

Croydon Arts Society Exhibition 
This is currently on at the Fairfield halls until 28 November.  The group have also produced a calendar this year, 
selling for £5.  See: https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2015/10/30/croydon-art-society-exhibition-at-fairfield-
halls-16-to-28-november-2015/ 
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Reducing car crime 
All teams have circulating advice on steps to take to reduce vehicle crime.  Steps such as locking vehicles, not 
leaving valuables in cars or items on display were amongst simple measures that help keep vehicle crime 
down. One Croydon SNT had recently reported that a vehicle window had been smashed for the loose 
change of only £3.50!  A hard copy of the information was available to take away. 

Points for discussion, tabled prior to the meeting were dealt with first, as follows 

On the Baptist Church site in Purley, is it still the intention to build a 16-storey development? 
Cllr. Sara Bashford confirmed that the developer appears to still intend to proceed with this, but it was still only 
at the pre-application stage.  Another mentioned that Chris Philp, the MP for Croydon South, is urging people 
to register concerns they have about this development. 

A resident who lives in Park Hill, raised concern about pedestrian crossings on Barclay Road, adjacent to the 
court and Chatsworth Road junction. 
Points made are summarised, as follows. The Altyre Road lights controlled crossing is used by hundreds of 
people and is believed to be the most used light controlled crossing in the town. The traffic travels fast on this 
dual carriageway, and because the road bends people walking across towards the town centre cannot be 
seen.  People become frustrated at the long phasing and dash across, not seeing what is coming. You have 
to cross to centre and then press another button to get to the other side. It was noted that for pedestrians to 
get from one side to the other took 45 seconds, sometimes longer, whereas motorists only wait for 10 secs.   
 
It was suggested that the best course of action would be to ask the Council and TfL to look at times and ask 
why the crossing needs to be split.  It was suggested that the resident could take this matter up with the GLA 
member, Steve O’Connell. Romney Tansley agreed to pursue this and report back.  Action:  Romney Tansley 

Another resident commented that very often at crossings not long enough time is allowed for anyone less 
mobile, or carrying heavy shopping and others agreed. 

Another mentioned that there used to be a repeater at a main crossroads in Selsdon but this is no longer there.  
The local Residents’ Association is pursuing the matter. 

Issues with rubbish near Woodside Fire Station 
A resident noted that there are food wrappings and empty cans which have accumulated by Woodside Fire 
station, believed to be mainly caused by students of nearby primary and secondary schools visiting shops and 
discarding wrappers. It was suggested that contacting the head teachers to raise the issue would be useful 
and a resident wondered about approaching the sweet shop owner to get a litter bin installed, or asking the 
Council to provide one.  It was also suggested that Ashburton PCSOs should be contacted to take the matter 
to the Ward Panel Meeting as an issue.  Another resident suggested alerting local councillors.  Peter offered to 
report back on progress, noting the positive response from the Head of Oasis Academy Shirley previously who 
had send a group of students out to deal with the litter. Action: Peter Cooper 

Comments, questions and announcements were then taken from the floor, with subsequent 
discussions, as follows: 

Croydon Arts Society 
Anthony Waldbaum spoke of the Croydon Arts Society’s 126th annual exhibition, currently at the Fairfield Hall 
until 28 November.  Having three exhibitions a year, the society has had famous artists including Cicely Mary 
Barker and Holman Hunt exhibiting over the years.  The standard of work exhibited is acknowledged as being 
very good, but it won’t be exhibited at Fairfield again for the time being whilst the venue is being 
redeveloped.  A calendar is on sale with 14 pictures from the group, and it had been difficult to select these 
from more than 100 submitted.  Anyone with an artistic bent, painter or sculpture, would be most welcome to 
join the group. See link above in notices, for further info. 

Bus lane – Canning and Clyde Roads 
Concern was expressed about the bus lane at the top of Canning and Clyde roads.  It operates Monday-
Friday 7-10 and 4-7, and was thought to be very inconvenient for local people and unnecessary.  It was put in 
20 years ago and had probably not been reviewed since.  There is another at the other end of Addiscombe 
Road.  It was thought that it would have little impact on the trams or buses if the lane was scrapped.  There 
are now more trams planned and it was thought that this will impact on Chepstow Road junction, particularly 
if there is tram priority. 
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Views from the meeting were sought. No one felt this was an issue for drivers, pedestrians or public transport 
users, and that it was right to prioritise public transport.  It was thought that bearing in mind the number of 
people using trams, it would not be changed even if the council and TfL carried out a review.  Local public 
transport was considered very good in central Croydon, but less so elsewhere.  
 
Lack of parking places in properties developed and on road was considered an issue by some, with property 
developments favouring bicycle racks over parking places and new highway/street schemes reducing 
parking places available, such as the works carried out in London Road and in South Croydon. 

West Croydon Bus Garage 
In response to a question it was noted that West Croydon Bus Station was due to reopen Summer 2016. 

Re-naming of East Croydon station 
Views were canvassed on the suggestion made in a recent council meeting that East Croydon Station should 
be renamed Croydon International.  The suggestion met with laughter, with no one expressing a view in 
support of this.  It was noted that East Croydon is not an international gateway in any case.  

Croydon Local Plan 
A resident living in Shirley Oaks expressed shock that so little publicity and time to respond has been given to 
the consultation on the Croydon Local Plan (see link above in notices), which includes the proposed travellers’ 
site in Coombe Woods and the Water Tower.  About a week before a few posters had gone up on lamp posts 
and most are unaware, even though there are 700 properties in that area.  Shirley Oaks estate doesn’t have a 
Residents’ Association, but does have a management committee, who are unlikely to deal with such matters, 
so they have formed an Action Group. Action: CC happy to advertise if provided with details by the action 
group.  
 
Monks Orchard RA is active and was reported as having been helpful.  It was suggested that people go along 
to the planned consultation meetings all over the borough in the next few weeks.  All the meetings will have 
the same information, which will inform plans until 2036.  The consultation closes on 18 December.  

Change to the status of Metropolitan Open Land is planned and schools could be built on green belt land.  
Copies of the local plan are available to view in libraries but it is a very large document.  Only 60% of Croydon 
is covered by RAs.   
 
Cllr. Bashford gave more detail about why the Local Plan is important, and that the council is bound to 
produce one.  The council also has a duty to provide a certain number of new houses per year, associated 
amenities such as health and school provision and sites to accommodate travellers.  The period of the plan 
covered seemed excessive. It was felt that Shirley had been targeted in particular and the south of the 
borough generally. Concern was expressed that the local plan included proposals to build on green belt.  It 
was noted that Croydon do have an obligation to provide a lot more housing and sufficient sites for travellers. 

South Croydon Community Association is holding a meeting on Sunday 29 November to discuss the Croydon 
Local Plan. 

Planning applications will still need to be approved after the Local Plan is in place but if change of use of land 
is agreed in the local plan, it will mean that a development could not be stopped on this ground, only on 
factors such as poor quality of the plan submitted. 

Proposed re-development of Fairfield Halls and Croydon College 
One resident highlighted concern that Croydon College will be demolished and rebuilt, followed by new 
housing in the space currently occupied by the College.  Few knew of this, including people who had been to 
see the plans for the redevelopment.  

The capacity of the College will shrink as a result of this. The existing College currently has 36,000 square metres 
of useable land but the new build will occupy only 20,000 square metres, and there will be no room to expand.  
The capacity for the College to provide the breadth of courses it currently provides was questioned also.  

The profits from the sale of the flats will finance the building works, in theory, but this will be the latest part of 
the development, meaning these funds will not be realised until 10 years or so down the line after the 
completion of works to the Halls and College.  This was considered to be a serious financial risk. It is planned to 
get a through route from East Croydon Station to the area, but this was also part of the original phased plan.  
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The person presenting the information pointed out that the predicted spend on refurbishing the Fairfield Halls is 
£30 million. The prominent blue-lit curved extension to Croydon College, completed in 2012, was built at a very 
considerable sum, as detailed in the following articles. See article http://www.croydonadvertiser.co.uk/33m-
revamp-Croydon-College-gets-underway/story-11358162-detail/story.html which states the cost to be £33 
million, which may include internal fitting out and other refurbishments, and this 
article http://www.ajbuildingslibrary.co.uk/projects/display/id/5299 gives the design and build cost as £20 
million. The fact that plans are now to demolish this, less than four years after this substantial spend of millions of 
pounds, was questioned.	

It was known that the staff at Fairfield were not advised of the plans before the news broke and are not being 
kept informed.  Concern was expressed that there will not be any venues for large gatherings such as cross-
borough school events and Remembrance Sunday, if the Halls close completely as planned.   The Fairfield 
proposed a phased redevelopment, which would give greater flexibility, keep the venue in use and staff 
employed.  

The council’s proposed plan was not felt to have explored key issues such as what the final development will 
look like or how it will be managed.  There was scepticism surrounding the re-opening of the Fairfield Halls, 
particularly as the plans were so sketchy. 

Croydon Conservatives have a petition opposing the plans, which anyone can sign.  CCC committee cannot 
advertise this but offered to advertise any non-party political petition on the issue. It was thought that a 
petition would also help raise awareness of the issue as it was felt that few were aware. 

The promised Westfield development 
Westfield development was going to be phased but now the Whitgift Centre will be closed.  The work is not 
being started until January 2017, with no finish time given. The current state of the Whitgift and the store that 
was Allders was noted in particular as an extremely depressing experience. 

Magistrates and Crown Courts in Croydon 
There was a suggestion that the Magistrates and Crown Courts are to be demolished and the service would 
be moved to Bromley or Kingston, but no further information is available at the moment. 

Conclusion 
After checking whether there were further questions or points anyone wished to make, the meeting drew to a 
close and everyone was thanked for attending.  

The process of records for the meeting was explained. Notes of meeting would be circulated to those 
attending for comment. All were asked not to share the draft notes before they were finally circulated and 
posted on the website. 

All were asked to share information about CCC meetings and to encourage others to attend. Anyone is 
welcome at any meeting. 

Next meeting 
The next meeting is being planned for early in January 2016.  Details shortly.  

Meeting closed 9.05 pm 

 
Email:	CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com  
Website:	CCC website 
Find us on Twitter @CroydonNbrhoods  
Find us on Facebook 
Eventbrite: http://croydoncc.eventbrite.co.uk/ 


