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Crime  
Figures 

Crime totals for the ward of West Thornton 
 

The latest crime figures run up to November 2015 and are as follows : 
 
When a crime is alleged to police, the police create a crime report which we 
call a CRIS report. Each crime counts as one Total Notifiable Offence 
(TNO), so if your car has been broken into, this will be one crime report or 
one TNO.  
 
November 2015 : 136 total crimes in West Thornton in the calendar month 
October 2015 : 129 
September 2015 : 123 
August 2015 : 131 
 
If we compare this to 2014 : 
 
November 2014 : 154 
October 2014 : 136 
September 2014 : 135 
August 2014 : 144 
 
Through November 2015, the 136 crimes are broken down further into type 
of crime such as burglary or assault. In November the crime can be broken 
down as below : 
 
21 houses were broken into 
2 businesses were broken into 
12 reports of criminal damage 
1 report of drug taking, selling, possession 
8 robberies 
4 reports of sexual offences including rape and sexual touching 
40 reports of theft including shoplifting 
44 reports of assaults or other violence against the person 
4 other offences which can include causing death by dangerous driving. 
 



When residents tend to ask ourselves for what an area is like with regards 
to crime, we tend to find out that people are generally interested in houses 
being broken into and cars being stolen or being broken into. 
 
The below refers to house being broken into : 
 
November 2015 : 21 
October 2015 : 8 
September 2015 : 5 
August 2015 : 8 
 
As you can see November 2015 saw a massive surge in the number of 
houses being broken into. What we tend to find is that if a house is broken 
into, the next 5 house to the left and right, and other houses in the street 
are highly likely to be broken into within the coming week. 
 
Whereas some people who commit burglaries tend to be very opportunistic 
and just look for an open window or door to climb through, other suspects 
tend to work as part of a team and specifically target a small area. Once 
this team target an area, the number of houses being broken into in a small 
area can rise rapidly with the same method of entry being used to gain 
access into the houses. Recently in West Thornton ward we have found 
that suspects have used the old dust-bin-man paths in order to get access to 
the rear gardens and there they use the owners plant pots or tools to smash 
or force open patio doors. This way the suspects will not have to take 
anything along with them to the house they intend to break into, thereby 
meaning if an officer were to stop and search them in the street, the officer 
would not find anything that would increase the suspicion that they were 
in the street to break into a house. 
 
Recently we have also suffered an increase in what we call “Asian Gold 
Burglaries.” Quite often during marriages, a dowry is paid in expensive 
gold jewellery and regrettable some households suffer from having their 
house broken into and this jewellery, which can be worth thousands of 
pounds is stolen from the house in a targeted hit. 
 
To combat rises in houses being broken into, local officers alongside extra 
patrol officers from the police’s Community Tasking Team, as well 
officers from the priority crime squad, increase patrols in the given area in 
order to capture those who break into houses. 



Another type of burglary that we suffer to a small extent on is what we 
would call a “Distraction Burglary.” The victims of distraction burglary 
tend to be the elderly and the crime can have an extremely adverse effect on 
them.  
 
During a distraction burglary, a suspect will willingly knock on someone’s 
door and pretend to be something they are not, such as from one of the gas 
or water companies. They will be invited into the victims house under the 
pretence that something is wrong, allowing the victim to walk in first with 
the suspect saying that they will close the door behind them. Once inside 
the suspect will make an excuse and get into a room away from the victim 
and they will then look to steal from inside the house. Or the suspect will 
leave the door open and go to the back of the house with the victim, whilst 
a second suspect will enter the house to look for money to steal. 
 
Some of the local common methods we have seen are : 
 
1. Suspect pretends to be from the water company and needs to check 

your water pressure in the kitchen to see if everything is correct. 
2. Suspect pretends to be from the gas board and whilst they have you 

checking your gas appliances, another person will be in the house 
looking for thing to steal. 

 
The advice police provide is that if someone you do not know or you are 
not expecting comes to your door, check who they are first. Check their ID 
and if you do allow them in, make sure you close the door behind you. If 
you are not happy to let them in, even if you believe they are genuinely 
from a utility company, then refuse them entry. If they need to get into your 
house then can arrange a appointment, or they can even go to court to get a 
warrant to force their way into the house, but this is in a extreme 
occurrence. You can also ask the person to wait whilst you call the utility 
company to see if they are sending someone round and specifically to your 
house.  



The other type of crime we are often asked about is car crime. The number 
of car being broken into on the ward is as below : 
 
November 2015 : 12 
October 2015 : 13 
September 2015 : 6 
August 2015 : 4 
 
Whilst for cars being stolen : 
 
November 2015 : 6 
October 2015 : 5 
September 2015 : 3 
August 2015 : 3 
 
We find that with cars being broken into, this is a very opportunistic crime 
with the majority of car owners either leaving their car doors or windows 
open, or they leave cash , mobile phones, or Sat-Nav’s on display making 
them a very easy target for a quick theft because if you are a thief, are you 
going to break into the car which is locked and which has nothing on 
display  inside the car or are you going to choose the car whose door is 
open and which has money in the centre console. 
 
Car number plates are something which is also generally seen a rise in 
theft. The number plates are easily removed from cars which do not have 
anti-theft safety screws and then they are put onto another car which is 
commonly thereafter used in another crime, such as not paying for fuel at a 
petrol station.  
 
The local team have a small supply of anti-theft number plate screws 
which are available on a first come, first served basis if you e-mail team. 



Some of the basic crime prevention advice still holds true : 
 

Look your doors 
Close your windows 

Keep a vigilant watch 
Remove temptation 

 
One of the best crime prevention devices and which help in lots of 
prosecutions at court is CCTV. Not just any CCTV, but CCTV that is of 
good quality and in the right place.  
 
It goes without saying that suspects do not want to be caught, and therefore 
they will try to commit there crimes when no one is looking. Lots of crimes  
take place when there are no apparent witnesses to it and so one of the first 
questions police ask, and one of the first things a police investigator will 
look for is whether the crime was caught on CCTV. A well placed an d 
highlighted CCTV camera can prevent crime and can also assist in the 
prosecution of offenders. It can also help to lower your household 
insurance bills.  
 
For householders, try thinking like a thief and walk around your house, 
seeing how you would get into the house if you did not have the keys. 
Quite often people will leave ladders in their back garden, this would 
therefore allow easy access to the upper floors of houses. Likewise, think 
how people could get into your back garden and a lot of houses are broken 
into by the suspect being in the back garden; is it easy to get over fences; is 
there a path at the back or side of your house?  
 



The borough of Croydon is split into 25 safer neighbourhood teams and 
each team cover one of the 25 wards. West Thornton is your local ward and 
it is covered by the West Thornton Safer Neighbourhood Team. The team 
consists of one Sergeant, two dedicated ward Constables (one provided to 
Croydon University Hospital), and 5 cluster Constables. All officers are 
based at Gipsy Hill Police Station and the dedicated ward officer cannot be 
moved away from the ward onto other duties. The 5 cluster constables, in 
our case, cover the 5 wards that are grouped into the North-West Croydon 
cluster of wards, these being alongside ourselves Norbury, Thornton heath, 
Bensham Manor and Selhurt. The 5 cluster constables when they work a 
‘core shift’ rather than being on a ‘spare day’ cover calls on their cluster 
alongside Croydon Police Station based response team officers. The cluster 
officers also assist with any central London assistance requirements, assist 
with staffing up the response team when they are short, as well as a host of 
other duties. However the cluster constables will be tasked with 
investigation crime reports on West Thornton only when crimes need further 
investigation and when they do not need specialist detective investigation.  



One of the other duties that the local policing team carries out alongside 
crime investigation, is that of proactively acting on intelligence reports in 
order to obtain and execute warrants. In 2015, West Thornton Safer 
Neighbourhood Team successfully executed several warrants on cannabis 
factories and premises used for storing stolen property. The team wish this 
to continue in 2016 and for this we need your help. 
 
If anyone has any information relating to crime, you can tell the local team 
who will act on it. You can contact the team via e-mail, telephone, via the 
101 or 999 systems if urgent, or you can call crime stoppers on 0800 555 
111. 
 
West Thornton e-mail address : 
 

WestThornton.SNT@met.police.uk 
 
West Thornton mobile number (not 24 hours and not always monitored) 
 

07920 233 884 


