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Local Crime Updates 
The latest crime figures have now been released for January 2016 

 
In January 2016, there were a total of 101 recorded crimes in the ward of West 
Thornton. This compares with 115 recorded crime for January 2015 and for the rolling 
12 month period, January 2016 was lowest crime month with the second lowest being 
May 2015 with 106 crimes. Indeed we have the lowest crime figures for the ward for 
over two years. 
 
During January 2016 the ward had four(4) burglaries and all four were to houses rather 
than business premises or sheds/garages. Looking back at the previous 12 month rolling 
period, four houses being broken into on the ward seems to be the normal with  five(5) 
months having the same crime total however, when added to businesses being broken 
into, January 2016 was the lowest month combined. 
 
Looking at these crime reports, it would appear that a few of the houses that were 
broken into had been left vacant for a period of time whilst the householder was on 
holiday or in hospital. If this ever happens to yourself, please remember to cancel any 
deliveries and see if anyone is available to collect your post and keep an eye on the 
house. A build up of post tells people no one is at home and it becomes and easy target. 
 
The largest single type of crime with 44 total reports of the 101 recorded in January 
2016 were violence offences, basically assault. Some of these assaults take place within 
the house in so-called domestic incidents. At Croydon, likewise across all of London, 
there is a dedicated team called the Community Support Unit working as part of the 
borough’s Criminal Investigation Department (CID) who make the follow up enquires 
on these type of crimes. Another source of assaults is police officers being assaulted by 
prisoners whilst performing duties at Croydon University Hospital (Mayday Hospital). 
 
Six(6) crimes were for cars that were broken into and practically all had the stolen item 
on display through the car windows. We encourage drivers to remove all items from the 
car to remove the temptation because these criminals are generally lazy and go for the 
easy target. Five(5) car were stolen on the ward through January.  

Comparison to neighbouring wards 
 

Comparing our 101 crimes in January 2016 : 
 

Broad Green : 174 
Selhurst : 153 
Norbury : 101 

Bensham Manor : 68 
Thornton Heath : 127 

Pollards Hill (Merton Borough) : 64 



This month’s focus will be on preventing burglary 

Don’t make your home an easy target for burglars. Many burglaries are crime of 
opportunity. A burglar only needs to spot an open window, unlocked side gate or dodgy 
security alarm to make their move. 
 
Think about it—if you know your home security looks poor, so will a thief. Statistics 
show that properties with little security are over 5 times more likely to be burgled that 
those with good security. 
 
The news is that it doesn’t take much to secure your house—and put thieves off. 
 
Some tips we suggest are : 
 
 Checks all the doors and windows are locked—even if you are only popping out 

for a minute. 
 Check you have fitted deadlocks to all outside doors. 
 Make sure that your house keys and your car keys are in sight or within easy 

reach of windows or doors, and don’t keep them in an obvious place in the house 
 Ensure that all windows have key operated locks—burglars don’t like the sound 

of smashing glass as it makes a lot of noise. 
 Use a timer switch to put the lights on in the house if you are going to be out in 

the evening. 
 Make sure you don’t leave tools or ladders outside, which someone could use to 

get into the house. 
 Mark any valuable items such as laptops with UV pens and register them on 

www.immobilise.com  

Locally what we tend to find is that if one house on the road is broken into, then another 
house immediately close-by will likely be targeted as well. The vast majority of houses 
that are broken into, are broken into by the thief  getting into the rear garden and 
forcing open the doors or windows. Many thieves target the old paths that lead to the 
back of houses in the belief that if they are round the back of a house, they will not be 
seen. By making it hard for the thief to get to the back of your house, your are 
decreasing the chance of your house being broken into. 




