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Notes of the Public Meeting 

Old Coulsdon Centre for the Retired 
Coulsdon Road 

Coulsdon CR5 1HB 
Thursday 31 March 2016 

7pm to 9pm 

 
Present: Elizabeth Ash (Chair), Cllr Sara Bashford, Cllr Margaret Bird, Elizebeth Brooks, Pauline Childs, Sheila Childs, 
Roger Clark (Treasurer), Jay Ginn, Beryl Gowers, Zuhair Hanna, David Hooper, Steve Hunt, Ann Goodson, Gemma 
Goodson, Charles King, John Ledger, Maureen Levy, Clive Locke, Ted Newman, John Bosco Saldanha, Janet 
Stollery, Andrew Turner, Yvonne Walker, Pat Ward-Lee, Valerie Willis-Skinner, Cllr Chris Wright 

Apologies: Mahbub Sadiq Bhatti (Vice Chair), Mohan Singh Dhamrait, Anne Giles, David Gowers, Catherine 
Graham, Cllr Lynne Hale, Mark Johnson, Rita Lewis, Abdul Malik, Linda Morris, Grace Onions, Alan Reynolds, Anne 
Smith, Peter Spalding, Peter Staveley, Gordon Thompson  

The first half hour was given to set up, registration, refreshments and networking.  There was a display of 
community information available and copies to take away.  

Welcome and introductions 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the committee. Particular thanks was given to 
those who helped by pre-booking, saving committee time manually registering people turning up on the night 
and also ensuring attendees receive updates. 

All were advised that the committee had learnt that a person had incorrectly advertised the meeting as an 
avenue to discuss the EU.  All reasonable steps had been taken to notify people this was not the case, including 
emailing the individual to correct the matter.   

All were reminded to check the CCC website for correct information and any updates.  It is possible to subscribe 
to receive notification of all posts by hitting the follow button on the bottom right of the website and adding 
email address. 

There were no objections to the meeting being recorded for the purposes of note taking or to photos being 
taken.  All were reminded that CCC is strictly apolitical so people were asked to refrain from making party-
political comments or distributing politically aligned literature at meetings. 

Cllr Margaret Bird and Cllr Chris Wright, councillors for Coulsdon East, and Cllr Sara Bashford, councillor for Selsdon 
and Ballards, were introduced and thanked for attending. Cllr Lynne Hale’s apologies were noted.  

The Chair outlined the format for general meetings, such as this.  Following brief notices and any set agenda 
items the meeting would then be open to accept any other items for discussion and notices from anyone 
present.  

Notices and Updates 
The following updates and notices were given: 
 
Remembering 1916 Exhibition at Whitgift School 
Whitgift School is hosting a major exhibition: Remembering 1916: Life on The Western Front, which runs until 31 
August 2016.  Reviews so far seem to be very positive and there is a discounted entry for Croydon residents. 

Save Fairfield Halls meeting 
The Save our Fairfield Campaign has organised a public meeting on Wednesday 6 April at 7.30pm in the Arnhem 
Gallery at the Fairfield Halls. The group is apolitical and all are welcome to attend. 
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London Cat Killer 
Please help to spread the word about the cat killer, a person or persons attacking and killing cats and other small 
animals. Details and a downloadable flyer produced by SNARL can be found on here. 
https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2016/03/18/the-m25-animal-killer-what-can-you-do-to-help-flyer/ 

Master Gardeners 
Croydon Food Flagship Programme and Garden Organic are recruiting more Master Gardeners. Master 
Gardeners are volunteers who support others to grow fruit and vegetables in community gardens and at home.  
The foundation course runs over two days.  The last was on March 5 and 6. See 
https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2016/02/11/calling-all-food-growers-in-croydon/ 
 
Local Policing newsletters 
The latest local policing newsletter for each ward in Croydon is posted on CCC’s website.  Copies of the latest 
newsletter for Coulsdon East were made available on the night.  All were encouraged to sign up to receive these 
newsletters and occasional important updates by emailing their local policing team.  

 
Agenda items 
   
Croydon Master Gardeners 
Catherine Graham had planned to attend to speak about Croydon Master Gardeners but she had been 
unfortunately unable to join us after all due to a clash of events.  Another person present spoke about this later in 
the meeting. 
 
Food Hub 
Steve Hunt was welcomed to the meeting and talked about the Purley Food hub, with the aid of a PowerPoint 
presentation. Find a copy, here. 	
	
Steve explained that the Food Hub is an independent foodbank set up by churches in Purley and Kenley, which 
operates out of the United Reformed Church in Purley, and is open on Wednesday and Saturday mornings.   
 
The food distributed provides three meals a day for three days to a family or person in crisis, who has been 
referred by one of their Food Ticket Partners – approximately 50 agencies around the borough of Croydon such 
as social services, and refuges. These agencies have been working with the individual or families so know their 
circumstances.  Sometimes help is just required as benefits are delayed. Eligible people are given a Food Ticket, 
which they exchange for the food and basics such as toiletries. 
 
The Food Hub is not a drop-in. Approximately 60,000 meals have been distributed since the Hub opened in 2013, 
1200 clients 3000 visits.  An average family in need will visit the Food Hub 2-3 times.  Only one ticket will be given 
at a time to a person or family in need in normal circumstances but around a major holiday, such as Christmas, 
two tickets might be distributed.  Seasonal items such as Easter Eggs, mince pies, Christmas pudding are also 
collected and distributed.  Any food received that is excess to requirements, such as a glut of tinned beans, does 
not go to waste. This is passed on to organisations such as the West Croydon Refugee Centre. 
 
Food is obtained by various means; schools donate, harvest festivals and lent collections from schools or 
churches, businesses, Rotary, Scouts and Guide Groups.  Collections amongst neighbours or at work are also 
common.  Collections via bins at various supermarkets, such as Waitrose Sanderstead take place.  The bin at 
Tesco collects for the Trussell Trust.   
 
The Hub produces a monthly list of what they currently require in terms of non-perishables, but are particularly 
grateful for items like tin openers, toilet rolls and washing tablets.  Money donated is used to purchase such items 
as formula milk, which can cost £10, and prepaid bus tickets to enable the clients to get the food home.  Gift Aid 
can be applied to donations to maximise the income. 
 
Volunteers are welcomed to do collections at supermarkets, asking people on their way in to consider buying 
extra items.  Volunteers also sort the food and stack it, as well as arranging special events with friends and 
colleagues to collect food.  If volunteers can manage an hour twice a month on a Monday morning or Tuesday 
evening, this is particularly helpful. 
 
When clients bring their food ticket from their agency, they will be met by one of the welcomers and they will be 
asked how many people are in the family and of any special requirements before a food pack is prepared. 
 
Parcels are produced using a picking list tailored to the number of people it is catering for, and their needs.  The 
clients have a drink while they are waiting for their food to be prepared and packed.  Often at this time advice 
on other areas, such as debt control, is provided by members of Croydon Council, and clients are also referred 
on to other relevant help, such as Purley Cross Centre. 
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Leaflets and fridge magnets were left for distribution, along with the list for April.  
 
There had been a food collection for which Steve thanked the audience. 
 
Questions:  
 
Q:  Why is it that, years ago, there never were food hubs yet now people need such things? 
A: There was no real answer to this. People using the Food Hub tend to be anxious and in desperate need.  They 
do not use food hubs as an easy option. Food hubs have existed in the past, but people did not necessarily know 
about them.   
 
A member of the audience felt that the need did exist. She related her experience when, years ago, she was in 
need, and was advised to borrow money or food from neighbours to feed herself and her children.  She felt that 
there was no help or sympathy.   
 
Q:  How do you assess whether people should come multiple times.   
A: The Food Hub does not assess people’s eligibility. The referring agency does that and may indicate the length 
of time the referred person may need help. It is the agency that issues the ticket. Usually people don’t come 
more than three times.  
 
Q: Are the food tickets given for each visit or are people issued with a book of tickets? 
A: Food tickets are issued one by one, but two might be given over holiday periods.  We like to think that the 
food can stretch to four or five days.  It is a sticking plaster.  A diet of mainly tinned food is not a long-term option 
but fills a need and the packs are prepared to give a nutritionally balanced offer. 
 
Q: How important is the size of a pack donated?   
A:  Sizes are listed as it makes storing and distributing goods easier. The bags can be very heavy to carry if filled 
with tins so items such as dried potato are desirable as opposed to tinned. 
 
Q: Do you cover the whole borough, or just the Purley Area? 
A: The focus is on Purley but the hub covers the whole of Croydon.  There are other food hubs in other parts of 
the borough, e.g. West Croydon, New Addington, Shirley (Shrublands).  Most people are happy to travel to 
Purley. 
 
Q: Do you ever run out of food?  We hear of supermarkets throwing food away.  Can you use this? 
A: The hub only take non-perishable food and has not run out of food, although the monthly list sets the current 
priorities. Tinned beans and pasta always seems to be in stock so other items are requested.  People are very 
generous. 
 
Point: It was noted by committee that Croydon Nightwatch can take fresh foods but arrangements need to be 
made to deliver the food to the venue that they use to prepare for the evening, which they do not openly 
publicise. 
 
Q: Is there sufficient space for the food hub? 
A: Storage can be a problem, although Purley URC has been generous with the space they provide. The Purley 
Food Hub would love a warehouse to extend services provided, e.g. toys, clothing   
 
Q: Who collects the food from supermarkets with collection points?   
A: At Waitrose Sanderstead, for example, the basket is emptied twice a week.  They also allow Food Hub 
volunteers to collect outside every two to three months.  At Waitrose Coulsdon, and Tesco in Purley, they collect 
for the Trussell Trust. 
 
At Christmas the food hub asked for seasonal goods and the response was amazing.  There is another food bank 
at Croydon Minster called Croydon Food Store.  Sometimes any excess is passed on to them.   
 
Comment: A person remarked that they liked the way the current list is available so you can look at it while you 
shop.  The collection points in Purley are listed on the leaflet. Would it be a good idea to list the supermarkets that 
have a collection point too? 
Reply: Thanks for the good idea – brilliant point. 
 
Comment:  Your Food Hub seems the best advertised in Croydon, with collections acknowledged and updates 
given.  This must encourage people to donate. 
 
Q: How many food banks are there in Croydon? 
A:  There are a number of food banks and organisations offering food parcels 
Croydon Foodbank – http://croydon.foodbank.org.uk/ 
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The Vine foodbank -  http://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/new-addingtonCroydon Community Food Store –
 http://directory.ageukcroydon.org.uk/pages/organisations?oid=11616 
The Shrublands Community Trust Foodbank is located in the Advice Centre at 7 Broom Road, Shirley, and is open 
on Fridays from 1.00-3.00pm http://together.ourchurchweb.org.uk/shirleycroydon/ 
The Croydon Refugee Centre also offers food parcels http://www.croydonrefugeedaycentre.co.uk/ 
 
Q:  Do the referrers have to send people to a particular hub or can they go anywhere? 
A: There is an expectation that they will go to the one they are referred to, although they may be asked which 
one they would prefer to visit.  That is down to the agency.   
Very occasionally a person will come along without a ticket – there is no way they would be turned away and 
the hub can issue a small emergency pack in these circumstances as one-off support.  
 
Q: So how can people volunteer to help? 
A: Get in touch via the website or details are in the leaflet. 
 
Q: Do you have to make a regular commitment to volunteer? 
A: Preferably, yes, as then it is easier to plan the rota.  Volunteers can also offer an hour to do a supermarket 
collection. Help is also currently needed sorting items on a Tuesday evening. 
 
Q: Are you a registered charity? 
A: Yes, we collect Gift Aid. 
 
Steve was thanked for his talk. 
 
Comments, questions and announcements were taken from the floor, with subsequent discussions, as 
follows: 
 
Skanska Street Lighting 
There had been a considerable discussion at the last meeting about the above, attended by both Cllr Yvette 
Hopley and Cllr Margaret Bird.  Cllr Hopley had quite an extensive update from Skanska.  CCC has still to follow 
up some outstanding questions and asked if anyone had any further queries or concerns. 
 
Comment: A resident complained about the current mess along the Coulsdon Road.  No work is in progress but 
there are a number of barriers that have collapsed with the recent high winds and the area near Coulsdon 
Common is just a muddy mess. The pathway cannot be seen for mud and pedestrians have to walk in the road.   
 
Comment: It was also noted that some of the plates Skanska are putting down are not properly seated or 
nibbled at the edges and are a trip hazard.  This is also evident in Sanderstead. 
 
Comment: In spite of discussions about moving a streetlight so that a resident could proceed along Coulsdon 
Road near the Lacey Green shops on her mobility scooter without having to drive in the road, this hadn’t been 
done.  Because of the shrubs, there is no room to pass by the light.   
 
The Chair suggested people look at the previous minutes for points already covered.   
 
The Chair noted that Council officers are keen to help with any problems but there appears to be a degree of 
misinformation.  For example, a council officer thought that the phone number given out for Skanska is local but 
a rep at Skanska advised this it is actually their head office so at times, by the time the person gets through to the 
local team they may have been through several departments.  Skanka were keen for a direct line to a local 
team to be set up. 
 
The leaflets on the works are standard so can be misleading. An example of this was that residents who had just 
had all their streetlights renewed got a leaflet notifying them again of streetlight replacement in their road.  This 
turned out to be just replacement of one faulty light. 
 
Comment: There had been issues in Selsdon where, when contacted, Skanska said that their licence had run out 
and in order to return to restore the pathway they had to apply to the Council for a fresh licence/permit to dig 
up the road and this took time.   
 
Garden Organic (Croydon Master Gardeners) 
A resident who has been trained on this scheme gave some background to this organisation that trained people 
with experience of growing to teach interested people how to grow their own food.  These Master Gardeners 
then mentor people on different aspects of interest e.g. how to sow seeds, plant them out, growing etc. People 
get a sense of satisfaction growing their own food.  The Council had given permission for some raised beds in 
Wandle Park, so that learners and growers could work there.   
 
The Chair added that training to be a Master Gardener involves a two-day course. Master Gardeners volunteer 
their time but get free membership of Garden Organic as part of the scheme, in exchange of spending 30 days 
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a year mentoring.  This might be with community groups, or groups of elderly people in home gardens, public 
gardens, with permission, or allotments. The volunteers can work with anyone over 16 years of age, so could work 
with sixth form students, for example, but not younger years. 
 
Places for community Gardening 
In response to a query regarding a place to set up a community garden some suggestions were offered. There is 
a garden to the rear of Thornton Heath Library Other possibilities suggested were Coulsdon Court, the rear of 
Coulsdon Library where there is a garden, the side/back of Bradmore Green Library, Hartley Down allotments, or 
the Memorial Park in Marlpit Lane. 
 
Pavement parking 
A resident brought up a parking issue opposite Lacey Green shops where cars and vans park on the pavement 
to keep the road clearer.  Residents have had to seek out the owners of vehicles to get them to move their 
vehicle so that those using mobility scooters or those with buggies can pass without walking into the roadway.  
 
Cllr Wright acknowledged that this was not a new problem. People felt the lack of enforcement and lack of 
understanding on the part of the drivers who think they are being helpful by parking on the pavement so that the 
traffic can flow needed to be addressed.  It was suggested supplying index numbers of regular offenders to the 
Council and Councillors so that this can be investigated and reported, and to ask that a notice is put in the shops 
to warn people that they are obstructing pavements and they could be booked for doing so.  The issue is worse 
early mornings and lunchtime.   
 
It was suggested that any residents affected should be contacting the council to report the issue, coping in their 
local councillor to keep them informed. When traffic enforcement officers attend, the problem abates.   
 
Parking enforcement 
The Croydon tow truck no longer exists.  Cars parked across dropped kerbs get tickets but cannot be removed 
and it was reported that it is now almost impossible to get through to parking services on the phone. 
 
Parking generally on the Tollers Estate was reported as causing a lot of problems, especially at night. There had 
been a public meeting in the Autumn to discuss this with Parking Design with the Police attending.  One resident 
said that she had had her car broken into recently.  There is no parking near to her house where she could keep 
an eye on her vehicle. She has a large front garden but because of the wide grass verge she couldn’t access 
this area. It was confirmed that it is illegal to drive across the verge, and there is little likelihood of getting the 
verge removed and tarmac laid as often the utilities lie under the grass.   
 
Cllr Wright advised that as they consider the Estate as whole, rather than individual areas, technically there is 
enough parking spaces because of empty bays further away from properties.  
 
Application for a dropped kerb to give access to properties 
The suggestion was made that an application for a dropped kerb could be put in.  Councillors advised that new 
rules were brought in at the end of December 2015, now restricting dropped kerbs to a single access point of 3.6 
metres.  This is to prevent in-out drives or extended dropped kerbs for several vehicles, which has the advantage 
of maintaining parking places on the roadside. Find the full details here.   
 
No one present had heard of this and the councillors present advised that this change had gone through, 
without consultation. 
 
Damage to grass verges 
Another problem on Tollers Estate is that the grass verges are being destroyed by delivery vehicles but especially 
refuse vehicles driving across the verges, making the areas muddy.  They have also destroyed branches of trees. 
 
Residents were urged to take the index number of the refuse vehicles so they could be reported to the relevant 
department at the Council, copying in Councillors.  It was noted that it is important to keep notifying the council 
of any issues.  It was acknowledged that there are other roads in the borough with similar problems.  The Tollers 
residents said they would bring it up at the next TERAG meeting.  Cllr Bird requested that residents not report 
matters on Facebook. 
 
It was suggested by the committee that residents should be taking action themselves, rather than just emailing 
the councillors of the issue, but copying in the councillor/s so that they can have an overall view of the issues 
being reported in their ward. 
 
Parking in Coulsdon 
A resident mentioned their disappointment at the Council’s aim to reduce one hour free parking in district 
centres, feeling that there is a concerted effort to get the free time reduced to half an hour, which is not 
sufficient time to carry out activities, especially for older, less mobile people or people with buggies.  It was 
generally felt that this would have an impact on the local businesses if people struggled to park to shop in one or 
two local shops in a visit. The reinstatement of Lion Green Road car park seems to be slowing up agreed parking 
areas such as the new entrance/exit at the CALAT centre. 
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Rubbish, refuse and recycling 
A resident asked if the rubbish, recycling and fly tipping problems had reduced since the Council put £200,000 
towards enforcement.  It was thought that this had not made any difference, so it was suggested that CCC put 
on another Waste and Recycling Meeting. Action: CCC 
 
It was reported that the Purley Recycling Centre had been shut or only partly open on numerous occasions 
recently because the bins for garden waste, textiles, and cardboard were full on several days so residents had 
been unable to recycle, with people queuing along the road.  One person present noted that garden waste is 
now being dumped as a flytipping. 
 
A resident said that those people who can’t afford to pay for the green waste bins would either put it in their 
landfill bin or dump it in the woods which will affect the wild flowers.   
 
It was reported that residents who have no room for another bin have been told to arrange to take the rubbish 
to commercial waste sites. 
 
Croypost 
It was noted that Croypost, which was created from garden waste deposited at refuse and recycling centres, 
was not available at present and it was unlikely that there will be sufficient compost for projects such as the 
Coulsdon South Station garden.  Factory Lane was suggested but this too doesn’t have any and the Council are 
not giving any information as to when any Croypost will be available. 
 
Recycling of paint 
The new rules for paint recycling were explained.  Paint that is unwanted needs to be dry and the container 
resealed before disposal if taking to a recycling centre.  Other unwanted paint that will not solidify must be 
boxed and a collection organised.  Useable paint could be offered to charities and community groups.  See full 
details, here. 
 
Croydon Libraries and the consultation 
A show of hands demonstrated that very few people knew that there was a consultation going. Those that had 
managed to access the consultation document felt that it was not a fair consultation.   
 
A person who tried completing it online had great difficulty and the survey ended abruptly, leaving them unable 
to add comments they wished to make.  There are no notices in libraries.  A local resident involved in the Save 
Croydon Libraries Campaign had pushed hard for paper copies and these were now in Bradmore Green Library. 
This is only a bundle of 100 copies though, which people agreed was woefully inadequate, given that libraries 
ran out of copies on day one of the previous consultation with many hundreds in each library.   
 
The Chair was aware that there were no paper copies in any other library and had been advised that paper 
copies would not be made available in any of the libraries, nor would there be any posters or flyers to advertise 
the consultation. A person who had collected a copy noted that they are not even on display but kept under 
the counter, requiring knowing about its existence and having to ask for a copy. The copies are also numbered in 
pen, but it was not clear why.  
 
To obtain a paper copy people have had to request one in a library. The library staff will then email details to 
Croydon Council, and the responsible officer will then post out a single copy. This then needs to be posted back 
to the council officer responsible.  Some staff were not advising that paper copies were available on request, 
and some were not aware of the consultation at all. Another person in the meeting advised that staff needed to 
pass the request onto local councillors, which was thought to be incorrect. 
 
It was suggested that people look at a hard copy to consider the questions before attempting to fill it in online.  
The Chair had received an electronic copy and it was agreed it would be helpful to post this up so people did 
not need to apply for a paper copy to consider before completing the consultation.  
 
It was noted that it would help the council officer if people were able to complete the survey online, but 
accepted that some would prefer to complete a paper copy and some would not be able to complete it 
online.  It was noted that there was no consultation document for children, as had been done previously. 
 
Concern was expressed that questions are ambiguous and some sections seemed skewed. In response to a 
query, Cllr Bashford confirmed there would be no public meetings and this was confirmed at a Cabinet meeting. 
 
Considering the high demand for meetings during the previous consultation on just six libraries, people were not 
happy that no meetings would be held. At the public meetings held previously, meetings were full to capacity, 
with larger venues booked when the demand was known, after people had to be turned away from the first 
meeting.  
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Whether or not people will volunteer to run libraries, as seems to be proposed, was questioned.  The document 
made it very easy to do so, without explaining what would be involved. It was also noted that those who wanted 
to volunteer had to provide an email address. 
 
A resident said that we need action now, not wait for the Council to say that the paper forms are unsatisfactory 
and discount their contents. The resident felt that the survey was an amateur document, which is useless, adding 
that it must be illegal to put out a consultation, which is not accessible to many members of the public and 
without properly advertising it.  
 
Another resident commented that the Council have lost so much of their government grant, 56% has been lost 
since 2011.  Others countered this view, citing spending on things such as the bike race which cost so much and 
is planned to be repeated.  
 
It was noted that libraries are a statutory service and that the council risked judicial review if the process is not 
done properly or the plans do not provide a comprehensive and efficient service for all who wish to make use of 
it, as stated in the 1964 act.  
 
It was agreed that people need to get together to discuss this, to talk around the issues, to understand what is 
proposed.  It was agreed that CCC would organise a public meeting on the subject, inviting Cllr Timothy 
Godfrey, the cabinet member responsible, and Cllr Lynne Hale, the shadow cabinet member.  Action: CCC 
 
A petition and/or complaint were suggested, but more details needed to be obtained first, and this is something 
the campaign could set up.  
 
It was agreed that the lack of detail and lack of advertising was not helpful. The various different stories 
circulated did not help, including reference to the council only needing to maintain Central Library, referring to it 
as the statutory one, which was extremely misleading.  
 
It was not surprising that library use has reduced, particularly in libraries that are closed two to three days a week.  
Stock is very poor, the number of library staff continues to reduce. Advertising of what Croydon libraries offer is 
also extremely poor. The new booklet advertising activities for April – July 2016 was not in libraries yet and staff did 
not know when to expect it.  This often happens. 
 
The councillors were asked whether there was anything they could do about this poor consultation. The 
councillors explained that they have raised the matter and will continue to do so. Points raised at the Cabinet  
meeting didn’t get any clear answers. Cllr Bashford continued that she asked Cllr Newman to confirm that no 
libraries will close, which he did, but he did not explain what the library offer would look like - staffing, stock, 
opening hours, etc.  
 
The unreliability of volunteers and the lack of skill were raised as an issue. Concerns about self-serve were also 
expressed. It was noted that the people in Upper Norwood who fought for their library now only have a self-serve 
facility. 
 
Parks consultation 
A similar situation has arisen with parks.  The Council are trying to get Friends Groups to take over running the 
parks and again consulting, but no one present was aware of this. The excellent work by Friends groups was 
applauded, e.g. Friends of Selsdon Woods and Friends of Park Hill Park, but the work groups like this are already 
doing is only just manageable. The Friends of Selsdon Woods do not have the time or the skills to ensure the 
woods are managed properly. 
 
It was questioned where all these volunteers would come from, with so many groups already volunteering in their 
community such as the parks groups, Saffron Central and Thornton Heath Community Action.  
 
The parks consultation seemed even more obscure with only a small piece in the Croydon Advertiser about it.  
The damage that could be done to parks and woodlands by well-intending but ill-equipped volunteers was 
expressed. 
 
Consulting on 20 mph zone for central Croydon area 
A consultation on the second zone of the 20 mph limit has started.  It was confirmed that only those living in the 
area could participate. It was noted that this, too, excluded people who would be affected.  
 
Petitions 
The Constitution of the Council was changed last year. 1,000 signatures on a petition are now needed before the 
petition sparks a debate on the issue.  This applied whether it was a borough wide issue or a localised issue, 
which seemed unfair, particularly given that people responding to a local issue needed to live in the area. 
  
It was noted that the letters collected in Coulsdon re changes to parking would only count if the respondent 
lived in Coulsdon. This meant that the views of people who used the area for work, recreation or shopping were 
excluded.  
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Another person noted that letters delivered to the council as a bundle now count as only one letter. In order for 
each to count they must be delivered in a separate envelope. 
 
 
Conclusion 
It was explained that notes of the meeting are produced. The draft notes are circulated to the invited speakers 
first, for comment, and then all others attending for comment prior to finalising them for publication.  All were 
asked not to circulate the draft notes to give everyone a chance to comment prior to the notes being finalised.  
All attendees would receive the final notes and these will be posted on the CCC website. 

Thanks were given to Valerie Willis-Skinner for helping with registration as two committee members were absent. 

Donations to support the work of CCC were welcomed and details of membership were made available.  

Next meeting 
The next meeting is being planned for central Croydon.  Details shortly. 

Meeting closed: 9.25pm 

 
Email: CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com  
Website: CCC website 
Find us on Twitter @CroydonNbrhoods  
Find us on Facebook 
Eventbrite: http://croydoncc.eventbrite.co.uk/ 

 
 

 

 

 


