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Crime Prevention Advice 
We are very lucky to have PC Brett 
and PC Wilson on our team as they 
are crime prevention officers for 
Croydon. 
 
This month they have completed 
several visits to residents of West 
Thornton to deliver target hardening 
advice. Providing ideas of how you 
can make your premises less 
appealing to criminals.  
 
If you would like a visit from PC Brett 
and Wilson please get in touch. 
Details on 
back page. 

4th Croydon Girls Brigade 
This month officers visited the Girls Brigade which meet at 
Boston Road Baptist Church. 
We talked about what the police do and what we wear. The girls 
also interrogated a crime scene in an attempt to solve a crime.  
The girls made some beautiful cards to thank officers for their visit 
and we hope to return again soon. 

Ward Panel Meeting 
This month we had our ward panel 
meeting. We are thankful that we are 
able to use the canteen at Croydon 
University Hospital for this.  
 
We met with a number of residents 
from West Thornton and discussed 
several concerns regarding ASB and 
potential criminal activity that we 
were not aware of. We can now work 
towards preventing this.  
 
Come along to our next meeting : 
22nd September 2016 at 7pm. 

YOU London Croydon Challenge 
PC Pitt this month assisted in running the 
Croydon Challenge with YOU London. This 
brings together all uniformed youth 
organisations for a day of physical and 
mental challenges with a focus on learning to 
work together and forming friendships across 
the organisations. 
 
PC Pitt ran a crime 
scene challenge 
where participants 
had to find as many clues as possible and 
plot them on a map presenting their findings 
at the end. The Volunteer Police Cadets 
attended and had a brilliant day. It was even 
sunny! 
 
For a full list of organisations involved or to 
find out more please visit:  
http://www.youlondon.org.uk/ 

 



Begging around Thornton Heath Pond 
We know that this is a concern for both residents and business owners  alike. This 
month we have taken action against a persistent beggar who will be before the 
courts soon. We would like to apply for a Criminal Behaviour Order against people 
who persistently beg in this area so if you have been affected by this please do get 
in touch. 

An end to the graffiti?  
We have had an ongoing problem 
with graffiti in some areas of West 
Thornton where garages and houses 
have been written upon.  
 
We have increased patrols around 
this area both in uniform and in plain 
clothes in an attempt to catch the 
suspect in the act. We have 
conducted night patrols to target the 
times the offences were occurring. 
 
Although we have not managed to 
identify the suspect there have been 
no new reported incidents for some 
time now. We hope that due to our 
increased presence in the area there 
will be no more graffiti. 
 
However, we still wish to identify the 
offender and follow this up with a 
criminal prosecution so if you have 
any information please get in contact. 
Likewise if you are a victim of any 
more of this graffiti please contact us 

 

International Evening 
Officers enjoyed an evening at 
Paxton Academy Sport and 
Science celebrating the cultural 
diversity of the school and the 
West Thornton community. 
 
There were children representing 
different countries with national 
dress, songs and food. All the 
children performed brilliantly it 
was a lovely event. 

Iftar at Croydon Mosque 
Pc Brett and Pc Wilson attended Croydon Mosque & Islamic Centre for the 
community festival iftar. Iftar is one of the religious observances of Ramadan and is 
the ending of the fast. This is celebrated by 
sharing in traditional food dishes. 
 
Officers conducted patrols outside the 
mosque and spoke with many of those 
attending. We want to thank those at the 
mosque for the welcome the officers received 
and for inviting them to share in the meal. 
 
Also in attendance were Chief Inspector 
McMillan and Commander Chishty. 
 



Croydon Volunteer Police Cadets 
The Volunteer Police Cadets (VPC) is a uniformed voluntary 
youth organisation, supported by the Metropolitan Police 
Service open to young people aged 10 - 19 from across 
London. The cadets meet weekly as well as volunteering their 
time at fairs and other public events. On a typical week night 

meeting the cadets will participate in drill. They will also take a lesson which covers 
a policing topic and then they take part in a sports session. At the moment they are 
training for the Gravesend Competition which all boroughs will enter a team. 
 
For information about the VPC please visit: http://content.met.police.uk/Site/cadets 
 
PC Pitt and MSC Carter are both staff members at Croydon VPC units. There are 
currently two senior cadet units (ages 13 - 19) which meet on a Tuesday and a 
Thursday. We also have several junior cadet units (ages 10 - 13) but none currently 
in West Thornton but more on that later…The cadets are a valuable resource to the 
borough as a whole but have also assisted West Thornton officers and there are 
plans for this to continue. 
 
Cadets help deliver newsletters 
Several cadets have joined us to assist in delivering our 
spring newsletter. The newsletter outlines how we are 
tackling burglary and other crime on the ward. It also 
explains how we have responded to your concerns. It 
would take a long time for us to deliver the newsletters 
ourselves so we are thankful for the cadets volunteering 
to assist.  
 
Cadet assists at ward panel meeting 
One of Croydon's senior cadets attended our ward panel meeting. He helped 
making refreshments for the residents that attended the meeting and listened to 
what they had to say during the meeting. He would like to join the police when he 
leaves school so he was interested to see how the meetings are conducted. 
 
Future plans 
West Thornton officers have plans to use the cadets to conduct test purchasing on 
our local off-licences and bookmakers. This will involve cadets entering the shops 
and attempting to buy age restricted products such as alcohol and knives. If they 
are served without ID then officers will look to issue tickets or summons the offender 
to court. There will also be a review of their licences to sell such products. 
 
 
NEW JUNIOR CADET UNIT 
We are excited to announce that PC Pitt and MSC Carter are looking to start a 
junior cadet unit in West Thornton. This is likely to run on a Wednesday afternoon 
after school for an hour and a half. Officers are busy planning a packed timetable for 
the year ahead including guest speakers, first aid training and much more. If your 
child is interested in joining then please email rebecca.pitt@met.police.uk for more 
information. 
 



Meet your new team 
 

How to contact us 
Tel: 07920233884 
Email: westthornton.snt@met.police.uk  
Webpage: http://content.met.police.uk/Team/Croydon/westthornton 

Follow us on twitter: @mpsNorbury 
 
24/7 Police Station:             71 Park Lane, Croydon, CR9 1BP 
 
Nearest Police Station:   90 Windmill Road, Croydon,CR0 2XR 
 Front Counter Service 
 Mon - Fri 10am - 6pm 
 
Contact Point      2 Parchmore Road, Croydon, CR7 8LU  
 Wed and Thurs 7pm - 8pm  
 Sat 2pm - 3pm 
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