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Notes of the Public Meeting  

St Mary’s Church Hall,  
Addington Village 

Monday 4 July 2016 
7pm to 9pm 

 
Present: Elizabeth Ash (Chair), Carly Bradbury, Marion Burchell, Roger Clark (Treasurer), Mark Johnson, Clive 
Locke, Kirsty Pearce, Kai Pokawa, John Bosco Saldanha, Janet Stollery 

Apologies: Cllr Sara Bashford, Mahbub Sadiq Bhatti (Vice Chair), Cllr Margaret Bird, Cllr Simon Brew, Sheila Childs, 
Anne Giles, Paul Hudson, Rita Lewis, Linda Morris, Grace Onions, Cllr Helen Pollard, Alan Reynolds, Peter Spalding, 
Gordon Thompson, Anthony Waldbaum, Valerie Willis-Skinner 

The first half hour was given to registration, refreshments and networking.  There was a display of community 
information and copies to take away.  

Welcome and introductions 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the committee. It was agreed that the 
committee could take photos as well as a recording for the purposes of notes.  

Particular thanks were given to those who helped to publicise the event.  This included St Marys, Aumex 
Pharmacy in New Addington, Co-operative supermarkets in New Addington and in Forestdale, McColls in 
Forestdale, New Addington Pathfinders and The Cricketers Pub as well as Cats Protection. 

Apologies from Cllr Sara Bashford, Cllr Margaret Bird, Cllr Simon Brew and Cllr Helen Pollard were noted.  

The local policing teams for Fieldway and New Addington had also sent apologies as both teams were on rest 
days but an update on key issues had been received.  

The Chair outlined the format for general meetings. Following brief notices and any set agenda items the 
meeting would then be open to accept any other items for discussion and notices from anyone present.  

Notices and Updates 
The following updates and notices were given: 

Updates 
None 
 
NHS Croydon CCG’s Patient and Public Involvement Forum 
The next open forum for patients and the public is on 6 July from 6-8.30pm, focussing on Together in Health. 
Details and booking here. 

Remembering 1916 Exhibition at Whitgift School 
Whitgift School is hosting a major exhibition: Remembering 1916: Life on The Western Front, which runs until 31 
August 2016.  Reviews so far seem to be very positive and there is a discounted entry for Croydon residents. 

London Cat Killer 
Please help to spread the word about the cat killer, a person killing cats and other small animals. The latest 
details and a downloadable flyer produced by SNARL can be found here, and copies were made available at 
the meeting.  
 
Local Policing newsletters 
The latest local policing newsletters for each ward in Croydon are posted on CCC’s website.   
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Copies of the latest newsletters for Fieldway and for New Addington were made available on the night.  All were 
encouraged to sign up to receive these newsletters and occasional important updates by emailing their local 
policing team.   

The other way to engage with the police is to follow the Twitter accounts.  The general account for the borough 
is  @MPSCroydon and @MPSSouthCroydon covers a cluster of wards in the south.  PC Lucy Butler has also set up a 
facebook account for the Fieldway and New Addington local policing teams.  Find it at: 
https://www.facebook.com/lucy.butler.180410 

PC Ricky Phillips provided the following update of key policing issues for the area via email: 
* Thefts from vehicles - Unfortunately this is often due to people leaving their vehicles unlocked. Please keep 
vehicles locked and do not leave anything valuable inside. 

* Theft of number plates from vehicles - Make sure your registration/number plate is secure. If possible fit anti-theft 
screws. You can pick these up from Fieldway Officers at Ward Surgeries or purchase online or retail outlets such 
as Halfords.  Thieves can use these number plates to fit on their own vehicles to buy fuel and drive off without 
paying.  The number plates are also being cloned. 
  
* Anti-Social Behaviour issues regarding motorcycles/mopeds - Stolen mopeds often end up being set on fire in 
the woods. The police are looking for information regarding this matter to try and identify persons involved. 
Contact Fieldway or New Addington Teams if you have information or report details anonymously via 
Crimestoppers. 
 
New Addington Library 
As well as making the latest Croydon Libraries leaflet available, the regular activities in New Addington were 
highlighted as not listed in these leaflets. 

Baby Rhymetime on Tuesdays from 1.30 to 2pm 
Rock and Rhyme on Saturdays, from 11 to 11.30am 
Homework Help Club, for 9 to 16 year olds, on Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 5.45pm, Saturdays from 2-4.45pm and 
half terms from 2-5pm. 
Knit and Stitch on Mondays from 2-4pm 
Ad Lib Club, a group for over 60s, held on the first Friday of the month with invited speakers, tea and biscuits. The 
event this month featured a presentation on Cane Hill, which was a fascinating, well attended event. 

St Mary’s, Addington 
A wide range of activities and events take place at St Mary’s, which are open to everyone. These include 
Mothers’ Union, Girl Guiding, Toddler group, Youth Club and Women’s Guild.  There is a lunch club every second 
Friday of the month.  St Mary’s Summer project, called Messy Church, will run on Wednesdays during the school 
holidays from 27 July until 24 August 2016. A session runs in the church hall on Tuesdays from 1.30 to 3pm, Open 
for everyone, offering independent advice and a listening ear, the opportunity to chat with others and 
refreshments. 
 
Leaflets listing the activities were made available and members of New Addington Pathfinders took the spare 
leaflets away. 

 
Agenda items 
   
Cats Protection 
Carly Bradbury, Community Cat Neutering Officer, who covers the area inside the M25, was welcomed to the 
meeting and explained about the New Addington and Fieldway Neutering Project.  This is for cats of four months 
old before they hit puberty, to reduce the number of unwanted stray cats in the area and to improve their 
health. If left to six months, this is often too late. Some vets prefer to leave it until then but Cats Protection hold a 
list of vets who will neuter from 4 months as is the practice in other countries. 
 
Neutering reduces the risk of developing some cancers, as well as FIV – a feline form of HIV (which if they get, 
they have for life) and FeLV (Feline Leukaemia).  It also often improves behaviour, stopping or reducing spraying 
(males) and calling (females), together, with associated fighting and roaming.  The project aims to educate 
people in the benefits of neutering and to get the message out to friends and family that neutering is part of 
being a caring and loving owner. 
 
Owners are offered a voucher to get the neutering done free of charge, which they can also get even if they 
don’t live in Fieldway or New Addington if they meet certain criteria.  It could cost £100 or more if owners took 
their cats direct to the vet without a voucher.   
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There will be a special event run in the Summer, specifically targeting the New Addington and Fieldway area as 
this area has been identified as having the highest incidence of unneutered cats in the country. The aim is to 
knock, door to door, to encourage as many as possible to have their cats neutered, at an event held over a 
weekend, where assistance can be given not only in neutering the cats at no cost to the owners but help with 
transport to and from the vet, where required.  
 
Volunteers are being actively sought to help spread information of the project door to door and to transport cats 
to and from vets over a weekend.  Volunteers, who can offer a few hours, a half day, whole day, a week or 
more, can contact Carly on Carly.Bradbury@cats.org.uk. All volunteers will receive training, which takes between 
1 to 2 hours.  Cat carriers can be provided if the owners do not have one and these are cleaned in between use 
to avoid infection. 
 
Cats can get pregnant although not leaving the house as they will mate with a cat from the same litter or other 
male cat in the household. After delivering a litter, cats can be pregnant again within six weeks. 
 
A similar project that was run in Derby was very successful with knocking on 3,000 doors.  Many cats, of both 
sexes, were neutered, thanks to the assistance of local vets.  
 
The following questions and comments were offered: 
Microchipping 
It was suggested that having cats microchipped might be a good idea and an additional advantage that Cats 
Protection could promote as part of the scheme, if offered.  
 
This had been explored. Calls to work with the RSPCA on this had not been particularly successful as yet. It would 
cost approx. £23 to microchip and the costs of the current scheme were already being covered by Croydon 
branch of Cats Protection so it was unlikely that the additional could be covered.   
 
It was suggested that SNARL may be able to help with liaising with the RSPCA as they work closely with them and 
the police on the cat killings.  Action: Chair  
 
Pathfinders offered free use of the Octagon to Cats Protection for micro-chipping, as a secure place, if funding 
could be found to cover micro-chipping. 
 
In response to a question, it was confirmed that it is not mandatory to either neuter or microchip a cat, although 
it is mandatory to microchip a dog. 
 
Funding 
Funding for this project has come from several legacies of approx. £10,000 and Cats Protection have several 
partners who also contribute.  It was suggested that sometimes if you charge just a small amount for a service, 
people value it more.  It was also suggested that promotion of a special offer for a limited period might lead to 
more signing up initially, and this did not stop the offer being extended, if popular.  A deadline would act to 
mobilise people to sign up  
 
Promoting the benefits of the scheme 
It was suggested that it would help to get people to give quotes to say how useful it has been to use in future 
publicity. 
 
Feral cats  
Feral cats were mentioned and it was pointed out that feral cats should not be encouraged to move into 
people’s homes, or be moved to a different place as it distresses them, but they can be neutered. 
 
Local events 
There will be a Cats Protection event for children on 16 August 2.30-4.30pm in Shirley Library.  Carly is keen to 
organise an event in New Addington Library also.  Action: Chair to pass on contact.  
 
Carly finished by saying that she would be very happy to talk to any local groups or clubs about the project. 
 
 
Carly was thanked for attending to update everyone. CCC and New Addington Pathfinders offered support to 
advertise the programme and call for volunteers.  
 
The Chair opened the floor up to cover other matters  
Comments, questions and announcements were taken from the floor, with subsequent discussions, as follows: 

Libraries 
A call for a meeting to follow up on this issue was made and it was confirmed that this item would not be 
forgotten. Action: CCC 
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New Addington Carnival 
Kirsty and Marion from New Addington Pathfinders said there had been very positive feedback from this year’s 
carnival, which was very successful, despite the weather!  Fundraising for next year had already started and 
there is a Go Fund Me page for donations.  Monthly boot sales were also being planned to help raise funds. 
There are also plans for a version of a 100 Club.  Action: EA to pass on info. Music quizzes are very popular also 
and Marion has a contact for these if other groups or organisations are interested. To do so, contact Marion via 
Pathfinders at the Octagon. 
 
There are also plans for joined up events with Timebridge on a Sunday, once a month, with alternate month’s 
profits going to the centre and the carnival. 
 
Update on shopping parade and green 
Quite a bit of money is being spent.  Plans are being constantly changed.  The parking bays are being widened. 
The pavements are wider and a smoother surface, making it easier for people with buggies and mobility 
scooters.  Most of the shops now have level entry also. There is concern that there is no cleaning contract for the 
Parade.  Work is shortly due to start on the car park near the Co-op as it is difficult to turn into this at present 
without reversing, which is dangerous.  This is a consequence of the pavement being widened. 
 
There are no plans to put a supermarket there, but the Council are spending £15 million on building new leisure 
facilities.  There are concerns about the eight three-storey terraced houses being built as part of the plan which 
will overlook homes in Chertsey Crescent and back onto the leisure centre meaning no windows in the rear of 
these properties, or gardens.   
 
A new swimming pool is being built at the back of old library.  Part of the Addington Community Centre is staying 
but where the offices were behind are being knocked down.  
 
The expectation is that people will travel on the 130 bus to Thornton Heath Tesco to do a supermarket shop.  The 
logistics of doing this with children, with reduced mobility or to do a family shop were highlighted as an issue.  
 
Food Bank 
The Salvation Army have a food bank in New Addington. 
 
 
Conclusion 
It was explained that notes of the meeting are produced. The draft is circulated to key speakers first and then to 
all others attending for comment prior to finalising them for publication. All attendees would then receive the 
final notes and these will be posted on the CCC website. 

Donations to support the work of CCC were welcomed and details of membership were made available.  

Next meeting 
The next meeting is likely to be the AGM after the summer break.  All members will be notified. 

A meeting to follow up on the issue of Croydon libraries was called. Refuse and recycling is another issue for a 
future meeting 

Meeting closed: 8.55pm 

 
Email: CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com  
Website: CCC website 
Find us on Twitter @CroydonNbrhoods  
Find us on Facebook 
Eventbrite: http://croydoncc.eventbrite.co.uk/ 

 

 


