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Gravesend Success for Cadets 
The Croydon Volunteer Police Cadets 
supported by PC PITT attended Gravesend 
Public Order training facility to compete in an 
MPS wide competition. This competition 
occurs annually and the cadets spend a long 
time preparing for it. The cadets competed in 
many scenarios and disciplines including 
drill, traffic, observation and a shield run.  
 

The team did brilliantly finishing 2nd out of 
32 boroughs - next year they are aiming for 

1st place!! 

Convictions roll in for persistent beggar! 
The persistent beggar that was processed by officers last newsletter has now been 
to court. Croydon Magistrates Court found him guilty of eight counts of begging at 

Thornton Heath Pond contrary to the Vagrancy Act 1824.  
If begging at the pond is still affecting you or your business please get in touch and 

we will take a victim impact statement from you. This can be put before the courts to 
show the impact this anti-social behaviour is having and may effect the sentence. 

Newsletter Delivery 
Our Summer newsletter has arrived 
and is being delivered through out 
the ward. The newsletter contains 
details about how we are tackling 
ASB, graffiti and burglary. 
 
The Volunteer Police Cadets have 
given 40 voluntary hours in August to 
assist with the distribution. This 
means that officers can spend more 
time dealing with crime and ASB on 
the ward.  
 

Thank you Croydon Cadets. 

Increased Cycle Patrols 
Over the last three months the team 
have increased their cycle patrols in 
the area. This means they are able to 
patrol more efficiently getting 
between problem areas quickly. 
 
If you see us out and about please 
don’t hesitate to 
stop us - we would 
love to chat. 

  .   



Junior Cadet Unit 
Officers and children alike are looking forwards to the first meeting of the West 
Thornton Junior Cadet Unit which will begin after half term. The meetings will be at 
Gonville Academy after the normal school day. The team have developed a packed 
itinerary of exciting activities. In the Autumn Term we will begin by welcoming the 
children to the VPC family and covering firework/bonfire safety. Some interesting 
team work challenges have been set to help them get to know each other. 

Launch of new ASB reporting 
Packs 

 
When residents report ASB to us we 
are often missing vital intelligence. 
This is often because people don’t 
understand the benefits of telling us 
things like exact timings and detailed 
and accurate descriptions. 
 
The team are taking a new approach 
to ongoing Anti Social Behaviour 
which will hopefully help us work with 
you to tackle issues more efficiently. 
 
Officers will contact you following a 
report and arrange for an ASB 
reporting pack to be delivered. This 
includes seven incident forms. We 
ask that, for one week you record as 
much intelligence as you can.  
 
We will arrange to collect the packs 
and then review the intelligence. We 
can then take an informed approach 
to tackling ASB on the ward.  

Suspected drug dealers arrested 
  
The team were out under the cover of 
darkness visiting the crime hotspots on the 
ward when they came across two young 
males in suspicious circumstances.  
 
Following initial investigation 
at the scene an amount of 
drugs was found in their 
possession. Further 
searches were completed 
and more evidence was 
collated.  

Reassurance visits to Churches 
Following the terrorist attack on a priest in south-eastern France in July. Members of 
the team attended churches and places of worship on West Thornton offering 
reassurance and advice.  
 
PC Wilson attended St Saviours Church and 
spoke to the congregation during a Sunday 
morning service. Security advice was also 
discussed with Revd. Catherine.  . 
 
If you feel that a visit from the team to discuss 
security during meetings would be of benefit 
then please get in touch: 
West.thornton.snt@met.police.uk 

 



Motor Vehicle Crime 
 

On Show Expect It To Go 
 Most vehicle crime is preventable and by taking a few simple measures, you can 

help prevent your property being stolen. 
 Always lock the doors and activate any security devices when leaving your car 

unattended even for only a few minutes 
 At home, keep your car keys safe and don’t leave them in an obvious place 
 Park with care. Try to park in a busy, well-lit area, close to CCTV cameras, 

particularly at night or if you are leaving the vehicles for a long time. 
 Ensure your garage is as secure as possible 

 Never leave your keys in the car 
 Never leave your belongings where they can be seen 
 Consider installing security devices e.g. immobilisers 

 
Stolen? 

West Thornton officers have recovered several stolen vehicles over the last few 
months from mopeds to cars.  

If you see a vehicle parked/abandoned in unusual circumstances that you think 
could be stolen please phone 101 and provide them with the registration plate. They 
will quickly be able to check whether it is reported stolen and get an officer to attend 
the location and recover the vehicle. The vehicles will then either be returned to the 

owner or taken to the garage until the owner can collect them from there. 
 

Knife point robbery conviction 
There has been an increase across the Croydon area of mopeds being stolen and 
then used in crime. In July PC PITT attended Crown Court after spotting a moped 

acting in a suspicious manner. It transpired that it had just been stolen at knife point. 
  

At court the defendant was found guilty and received an 18 month custodial 
sentence and ordered to pay the victim compensation. 



Your Team 
 

How to contact us 
Tel: 07920233884 
Email: westthornton.snt@met.police.uk  
Webpage: http://content.met.police.uk/Team/Croydon/westthornton 

Follow us on twitter: @mpsNorbury 
 
24/7 Police Station:             71 Park Lane, Croydon, CR9 1BP 
 
Nearest Police Station:   90 Windmill Road, Croydon,CR0 2XR 
 Front Counter Service 
 Mon - Fri 10am - 6pm 
 
Contact Point      2 Parchmore Road, Croydon, CR7 8LU  
 Wed and Thurs 7pm - 8pm  
 Sat 2pm - 3pm 
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