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In October 2016 there were 70 crimes having occurred in the ward of 
Upper Norwood.  This compares to 89 in October 2015 and 76 in 
September 2016.  
 
The break down of the 70 crimes this October were (the figures for 
September 2016 are in brackets) :  
 

Residential burglary : 5 (9) 
Non-residential burglary (like a shop or a shed) : 2 (2) 

Criminal damage : 8 (7) 
Drug offences : 7 (6) 

Sexual offences : 3 (2) 
Theft from motor vehicle : 7 (7) 
Theft of motor vehicles : 8 (5) 

Other thefts : 9 (8) 
Assaults : 8 (11) 

Other violent offences : 8 (13) 
Robbery : 5 (5) 

What we have seen over the last few weeks is that there has been an 
increase in the number of robberies and the theft of motor vehicles. The 
trend currently within the ward and the surrounding area is that a suspect 
will steal a moped and then use this stolen moped to commit robberies 
against members of the public who are walking along the street.  
 
Whilst mopeds are generally being stolen through the night period, the 
robberies are happening at all times of the day or night. We are asking 
residents to be vigilant and to take care of their personal property such as 
mobile phones and jewellery which are the popular items to be stolen 
during the robberies.  
 
Very often the stolen mopeds will have 2 persons on it and neither will 
wear a cycle helmet and instead just wear a mask that hides their face.  



One area of the crime numbers that the local policing team can have an 
impact on is the number of drug offences being committed on the ward. 
Of all 7 drug related crimes in October, all 7 were found by the police and 
this number included the cannabis factory that the team raided that month 
in the SE19 area.  
 
Whilst the police have a dedicated unit called the Community Safety Unit 
who work alongside other agencies such as social services and the health 
department to investigate domestic related crimes, the impact that the 
local safer neighbourhood team can have on this crime is quite minimal; it 
is not something that increased patrols can combat. 
 
What increased and targeted patrols can help reduce is in the number of 
houses being broken into. Over the years what tends to be the case is that 
if 1 house is broken into in a street, then another house in the same or 
adjoining streets will also be targeted that day or within the days 
immediately after it. To this end when the team becomes aware of a house 
that has been broken into, then the team will increase the number of 
patrols in that area. What is also helpful is if the neighbours close by are 
aware of what has happened so that they can take steps to prevent their 
property from being broken into. Please see later in the newsletter for 
more information. 
 
In relation to motor vehicles being broken into, 7 in October and 12 in 
September, what the team usually finds is that in over 50% of the cases, 
the cars have been left unlocked. Drivers usually leave their car and use 
the remote central locking key to lock their car, taking the flashing 
indicator lights as a sign that the car has been locked; however this is not 
always the case. There are many electronic devices that can be bought that 
interfere with the remote signals from the key to the car that prevent the 
car from being locked. We ask that you check the door handles on the car 
that it has been locked in order to prevent an opportunist thief from 
getting into your car.  
 
Also, many of the items that are stolen from cars are those that have been 
left on clear display to anyone walking by the car. Please remove the 
items from the car or hide them out of sight. 



Coming with the winter months and the shorter days and darker nights is 
usually an increase in the number of houses being broken into. One of the 
common thoughts as to why this is, is that with the run up to Christmas, 
there will generally be more money in the house alongside presents that 
would be worth stealing. Another thought is that with the darker periods, it 
will be easier for suspects to be hidden from sight from the householder 
and the neighbours.  
 
Both are probably true but lets look at some facts. The number of houses 
being broken into in Upper Norwood over the winter months have been : 
 

November 2014 : 10 
December 2014 : 8 
January 2015 : 10 
February 2015 : 9 

 
November 2015 : 7 
December 2015 : 5 
January 2016 : 13 

February 2016 : 13 
 

Generally speaking, the number of houses being broken into in the winter 
months in Upper Norwood is up to double that of the summer months. May 
2016 saw 4 houses being broken into and June had 7.  



The team, which consists of 1 Police Constable and 1 Police Community 
Support Officer, will continue to patrol the area at various times of the day 
and will act on information provided to us from members of the public.  
 
By far the vast majority of houses that are broken into happen during the 
day when he householder is not at home so there is less chance of them 
being caught inside a house. Acting on this information, the team patrols 
mostly during the day to target this time period. We mostly patrol on cycles 
in uniform. 
 
Apart from patrolling the other method we use is education to inform 
residents what happens and what you can do to stop it. 
 
The preferred method that suspects will use to get into the house will be to 
get into the back garden and then force open the patio doors or windows at 
the back of the house using a screwdriver or something that is picked up 
from the garden itself.  
 
What we ask is for householders to think how easy it is for someone to get 
to the back of your house and what you can do to prevent people from doing 
so.  
 
What we also ask from you is to trust your gut feeling and if you see 
someone or something that doesn’t feel or look right, then don’t be afraid to 
call the police using 999 for an emergency if its happening right now, or 101 
if its not happening right now. Alternatively you can anonymously call 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 to pass on information. 
 
Also think what if someone were to get into my house, what would they 
steal. We commonly find that money and small electrical items are stolen 
such as iPads and mobile phones. What is it that identifies your mobile or 
iPad from others? Yours is just another device amongst the millions sold 
every year unless you have the serial number of the device. Police officers 
stop people and check the items in their pockets many times a day, but if 
you didn’t record your serial number before it was stolen, then we would 
just hand it back to them and they get off scot-free. 





The next ward panel meeting will be on Thursday 1st December. This is a 
chance for the local policing team to meet with the ward panel members to 
discuss issues on the ward and how together we can improve them. 

The team are often asked what we have done or what we have planned. 
These are some of things we have recently done and what we have coming 
up : 
 
The team gave talks to all the primary schools on the ward around safety 
over the Halloween and firework periods. We also attended some of the 
reception classes to show them our police uniforms and police car and tell 
them how police are there to help the community. 
 
We have visited some of the nursery schools to say hello and introduce us 
as a friendly face of the police. We have further talks planned around road 
safety with the schools. 
 
A community open day was held in October alongside Croydon Council, 
The London Fire Brigade, and Wildlife Trust at St Oswald’s Church, off 
Green Lane. Another will be planned for Easter or in the summer period.  
 
The team have just had our speed camera gun fixed and so we have been 
out and about enforcing the speed limits including the 20mph residential 
roads.  
 
We have held a couple of street briefing in roads were crime has occurred 
and we plan to introduce more of these events over the coming months.  
 
The team executed a drugs search warrant and recovered a large amount of 
cannabis from a residential address in the SE19 area.  
 
We are setting up Neighbour Watch Schemes in roads that have not 
previously had watches.  


