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Friday, 16 December 2016 

Dear Sanderstead Resident, 
 
Car Key Jammers and Theft from Motor Vehicles 
 
Whilst the ward of Sanderstead has some of the lowest crime statistics in the borough, residents still need 
to be vigilant and alert when it comes keeping their vehicles safe from motor vehicle crime.  
 
During the weekend of Saturday 26th November to Sunday 27th November 2016, the ward saw six 
offences of theft from motor vehicle concentrated in two areas. For all six incidents, it appears that there 
has been no damage caused by the thieves to the vehicles. All of the vehicle owners are adamant that they 
left their vehicles locked when they parked up overnight. 
 
Although it has not been confirmed, the thieves may have been using jamming equipment to stop the cars 
from locking. 
 
Relatively low-powered jammers can have a range of about 75 metres, meaning fairly large areas, such as 
a whole car park or residential street, can be affected at the same time. They are also easy to buy online. 

Most central locking cars have another indication the lock has been deployed, such as the indicator lights 
flashing, wing mirrors drawing in, or the horn giving a short toot. If you're close enough to the car you can 
also hear the central locking clunk into place. The only sure way to know your car is locked is to check 
manually by tugging the door handle after locking. 

Our advice is to keep close watch on your cars and possessions so as not to offer any incentives to 
criminals, including manually checking that the vehicle is locked and taking any valuables with you when 
leaving the vehicle unattended. 

Can I ask that you please take the following precautions with your vehicle in order to help us to reduce the 
chance of these incidents occurring in the future: 
 

• Always lock the doors and activate any security devices when leaving your car unattended, even 
for only a few minutes 

• Never leave your keys unattended in the car, even for a second 
• Do not leave Sat Navs, designer glasses, phones, wallets or loose change on display 
• Consider property marking Sat Nav devices 
• Remove as many valuables as you can from you vehicle, including from the boot, when the vehicle 

is parked up overnight. 
 
If you have any queries or would like further crime prevention advice, please contact the Sanderstead Local 
Policing Team on 0208 721 2470 or email sanderstead.snt@met.pnn.police.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
PC Stephen Wilson 
Sanderstead Local Policing Team 
 


