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Points of note 
 

New Twitter Account 
 

The Upper Norwood Safer Neighbourhood Team now has our own 
dedicated Twitter account. You can follow us on twitter, or visit our twitter 
page if you are not a member, to see where the team are and what we have 
been doing. Our new twitter address is  
 

@MPSUpperNorwood 
 

New Police Officer Joins 
 

Our team now has a second police constable joining the team. PC Ola 
Szlazhtowicz, with a shoulder number of 438ZD, will be out on patrol 
towards the end of April. Please stop and say hello to her if you see her 
out and about. 
 

Next Ward Panel Date Set 
 

The next Upper Norwood Safer Neighbourhood Team ward panel will 
take place on Wednesday 21st June 2017 at 7pm and will be held at St 
Oswald’s Church Hall, St Oswald’s Church, Green Lane, SW16 3SB. 
 
If you would like to be a member of our ward panel or come along to the 
meeting, or know anyone who would, then please get in contact with the 
team.  
 
 

 
 



What can the team offer you? 

Household crime prevention visit  
 

We are available to come round to your house and provide a bespoke crime 
prevention visit and give advice as to how better secure your home from 
being broken into. To arrange an appointment please contact the team 
(upper Norwood residents only, other SNT teams may offer the same 
service, please contact them direct) : 
 

UpperNorwood.SNT@met.police.uk 
 

0208 721 2478 

Personal attack alarms 
 

We have a number of personal attack alarms that can be carried by 
yourselves which emit a loud siren when a trigger is pulled alerting others to 
the fact that you may need help. 

Number plate security screws 
 

A popular crime is number plates being stolen from cars and vans in order 
that they can be used to commit other crime such as not paying for fuel in a 
petrol station. To help prevent this, we have some special screws without 
heads on them which cannot be removed easily from the car to help prevent 
this.   

School and nursery visits 
 

Officers also visit the wards schools and nursery's to talk about safety and to 
provide a friendly interaction for the children to build trust and show that 
police are available to them as a source of help if needed. This is offered 
directly to schools.  



Crime figures for March 
Upper Norwood saw 65 crime as having occurred within the ward in March 
2017. This compares to 66 which occurred in February 2017, 65 In January 
2017 and 80 in December 2016. In March 2016 there were 69 crimes. 
 
The total of 65 can be broken down further (February 2017 in brackets) : 
 

Residential burglary : 8 (9) 
Non-residential burglary : 2 (1) 

Criminal damage : 3 (3) 
Drug offences : 4 (0) 

Other Notifiable Offences : 0 (1) 
Robbery : 2 (5) 

Sexual offences : 1 (7) 
Theft from motor vehicles : 11 (8) 

Theft of motor vehicles : 5 (6) 
Theft other : 16 (5) 
Violence : 13 (21) 

The Metropolitan Police has now produced the latest crime figures for the 
last 7 years, including the last financial year on our website : 
 

https://www.met.police.uk/stats-and-data/ 
 
The figures show that Upper Norwood has the lowest crime number for the 
last year compared to any of the other 10 wards within Croydon North. 
 
How do we compare to our neighbours in March 2017? 
 

Upper Norwood : 65 
Crystal Palace Triangle : 81 

South Norwood : 140 
Norbury : 118 

Thornton Heath : 135 
Gipsy Hill (Lambeth) : 55 

Knight’s Hill (Lambeth) : 100 
 



This months focus 
 

Staying Safe  
When you consider the size of London, the number of serious incidents 
that take place on its streets is relatively low. Street crime is often 
opportunistic, so making yourself less of a target, moving with purpose 
and being aware of your surroundings will go a long way to keeping you 
safe. Here’s where you’ll discover more tips on how to stay safe and feel 
more confident when out and about.  

Be prepared 

Plan your route in advance. Carry a charged mobile phone and some cash, 
and tell someone where you’re going. 

Be assertive 

From the moment you step out onto the street in the morning, look 
assertive and act and walk with confidence. This will always make you 
appear in control and much less vulnerable. 

Be aware 

Using a mobile phone, whether making a call or texting, wearing a hood 
or listening to loud music, all affect your awareness of your surroundings. 

Hide it 

Keep your valuables including your mobile phone, other devices and 
jewellery, hidden. Remember, out of sight, out of mind. 

Go against the flow 
When walking on the pavement, always face oncoming traffic, as it will make it far 
more difficult for thieves on two wheelers to ride up from behind and snatch your 
property. But still also be aware of anyone approaching from ahead of you.  



Trust your instincts 

Try to avoid walking alone at night in places such as parks and side streets 
or any unfamiliar environment. If you do have to walk, stick to busy places 
where is a lot of activity CCTV and good lighting. 

Make a plan 

And stick to it. First off, discuss with friends what to do if something were 
to go wrong on your night out together, e.g. if one of you has too much to 
drink or you were to get separated. Agree on a backup plan and look out for 
one another. 

Be vigilant 

Alcohol and drugs will reduce reaction times and inhibitions, which makes it 
harder to assess risks and decide how to deal with them. So keep an eye on 
how much you drink and never let your glass or bottle out of your sight. 

Safety in numbers 

Try to travel with people you know and, where possible, stick to routes and 
forms of transport that others are using and avoid shortcuts in lonely places. 

More information on crime prevention can be found on our website at : 
 

https://beta.met.police.uk/crime-prevention/ 
 
Or please stop and ask one of our team if you see us out and about. 


