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Notes of the Public Meeting 
 St Michael’s Church Hall 

 Poplar Walk, Croydon CR0 1UA 
Tuesday 12 April 2017 

7pm - 9pm 

 
Present: Elizabeth Ash (Chair), Peter Ball, Nick Barnett, Cllr Sara Bashford, Malcolm Bell, Joe Benedict, Mahbub 
Sadiq Bhatti (Vice Chair), Diane Bindman, Sparkle Bulku, Alice Chen (LSx), Roger Clark (Treasurer), Hannah 
Gardiner (LSx), Jay Ginn, Beryl Gowers, David Gowers, Tracey Hague, Emma Hope-Fitch, Nicole Johns, Sarah 
McCalden, Peter Morgan, Grace Onions, John Bosco Saldanha, Gareth Simkins, Cllr Donald Speakman, Janet 
Stollery (Secretary), Esther Sutton, Gordon Thompson  

Apologies for absence: Pauline Childs, Sheila Childs, Roger Clark (Treasurer), Anne Giles, Eric Green, Jean 
Gulley, Paul Hudson, Mark Johnson, Norman Young 

Welcome and introductions 
The first twenty minutes was given to registration, refreshments and networking.  A display of community 
information was available, with copies to take away. 

After introductions and housekeeping, updates and short notices were given.  Permission for the committee to 
take photos and to record the meeting for the purposes of notes was agreed. Everyone was reminded to refrain 
from making party-political comments.   

Updates & Notices 
The following notices were given at the meeting and posted on the website following the meeting. 
 
Updates from previous meetings 
None 

Notices 
SNARL and the cat killer 
Details of South Norwood Animal Rescue and Liberty (SNARL)‘s work on the cat killer and copies of the flyers to 
download have been added to the CCC website, with a very recent update to the latest versions. See: 
https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2017/03/11/the-cat-killer-info-reward-for-info-and-what-you-can-do-to-help/ 

All were asked to keep spreading the word and to follow the advice given to keep pets safe. Flyers were also 
available at the meeting to take away. 

Permits to use the three main Recycling Centres in Croydon 
A reminder that these have been required since 3 April 2017.  These are issued to all Croydon residents who 
apply with correct ID at any of the refuse and recycling centres.  For full details, see 
https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2017/03/14/permits-needed-to-use-recycling-centres-in-croydon-from-3-
april/ 

WW1 exhibition at Whitgift School 
The acclaimed Remembering 1961 – Life on the Western Front exhibition  is offering free entry until it closes on 16 
April 2017. 

Consultation on final proposed new ward boundaries for Croydon 
These have been published and today marks the start of an 8-week consultation ending on May 8, 2017 giving 
residents a chance to have their say before they are finalised. 

What’s On Croydon is a new initiative with daily listings of events for Croydon. There is a website with posters to 
download. Get in touch via email to find out how to get events listed and promoted. See: 
https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2017/04/12/whats-on-in-croydon-new-listings-of-events-for-croydon/ 

RUBBISH revisited! – Refuse, crecycling and fly-tipping 
 The next CCC meeting will be held on 10 May and will focus on RUBBISH – Refuse, recycling and fly-tipping, 
returning to the subject just over three years on from the initial meeting on the subject.  Full details are on the 
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CCC website.  Questions and comments in advance of the meeting please. See website for full details, how to 
submit questions and how to book at https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2017/04/11/public-meeting-rubbish-
revisited-weds-10-may-2017/ 

The borough-wide meeting with representatives of Residents’ Associations held by the Croydon Conservatives is 
also on 10 May.  

The Stop the South London Incinerator Campaign are also holding a protest on May 10 in Sutton. 

Broad Green Community Spring Clean is on 17 April, organised by Broad Green Residents’ Association. All 
welcome, although caution advised bringing children as the litter pick will be alongside busy roads. 
https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2017/04/08/spring-clean-broad-green-on-monday-april-17-all-welcome/ 

North Croydon Community Group Community Garden event on 22 April. All welcome. See website for details: 
https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2017/04/05/north-croydon-community-group-dig-it-together-event-22-april-
2017-11am-to-2pm/ 

 

Main agenda item: 

Air pollution in Croydon  
Hannah Gardiner from	London Sustainability Exchange (LSx) was introduced along with her colleague, Alice 
Chen. LSx are running a project supporting community groups to measure air pollution across London and are 
looking for groups in Croydon who might be interested in understanding and tackling the challenge in their 
area.  Hannah spoke using a PowerPoint presentation which can be found on our website, here.  
 
LSx aims to be a voice for change. They are currently working with 24 groups in nine London boroughs, with 
different groups also working together. 

Those wishing to get involved may undertake a variety of activities including monitoring using diffusion tubes, 
particulate monitoring, collecting tubes and submitting them for analysis, then working up an action plan when 
the results are known. 

LSx events 
LSx holds various events, including plans for an event in City Hall on 27 June and a summer event on 5 July. See 
http://www.lsx.org.uk/events/ for details of these when they become available, and for future events.  It is likely 
that LSx will link up with Friends of the Earth for an event around the time of the national air quality day in June 
or July and again in the autumn.  

Air quality in London 
Around 9,500 Londoners die prematurely from causes relating to air pollution. Air pollution contributes to health 
problems including asthma, heart disease, lung disease, stroke and lung cancer. 

In response to a question it was confirmed that the maps used in the presentation were based on data 
collected from 120 reference monitors from the London Air Quality Network administered by Kings College, 
London. Modelling is undertaken, based on factors such as emissions, dispersal, road traffic conditions and 
weather, to produce reports. Ongoing work is being undertaken by Cambridge University and Kings College to 
refine this. 

Further maps created by groups carrying out citizen science activities were clearly differentiated. 

Main pollutants 
Nitrogen Dioxide is a noxious gas that is not generally visible because of low concentrations in the air but you 
may smell e.g. as in vehicle exhaust fumes. Particulate matter is of concern, particularly that which is between 
2.5 – 10 microns in size. Transport is a major, albeit not the only contributor, hence targeting this. 

Dispersal 
Even minimal distancing from the source of air pollution can have a positive effect as this dilutes the density of 
the pollution as it disperses.  Measures such as walking closer to the building line that by the kerbside may 
reduce exposer by around 30%. Pollution on quiet side streets is much less. 

Health effects 
The World Health Organisation (WHO) has even stricter targets but the EU targets were highlighted. There are 
pressure groups pushing for the stricter targets. See table in slides entitled, ‘What are AQ objectives?’ 

Nitrogen Dioxide limits 
A larger scale map displayed (see slide 15) demonstrated the extent of air pollution in London, with yellow 
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representing 40 micrograms per cubic metre, recorded by the static reference stations. The map demonstrates 
that almost all roads exceed this and areas surrounding the roads are on the limit. 

In response to a question it was confirmed that the yellow ‘blob’ to the left was the Heathrow area. 

Ongoing consultations 
Joint Parliamentary Party scrutiny – requests for evidence by May 12, 2017. 

ULEZ consultation, just announced asks for responses by 25 June 2017. 

Croydon Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) – Whether or not there was still scope to influence this was questioned. 
Post-meeting note: Cllr Stuart King confirms that the consultation on the AQAP has been delayed due to 
Purdah. There is therefore still time for residents to contribute to the strategy, although they will need to wait until 
after the election.  

What can my community do? 
Examples were given of projects communities might like to undertake and the process, from measuring air 
pollution through to plotting data, creating an action plan and beyond.  See slide 17 onwards.  

Remembering to engage with local businesses to work with them, was stressed as important. Contacting the 
local MP to lobby them on issues and keeping an ongoing dialogue with the local authority was also 
recommended. 

Even small changes can make a difference.  The work of one group who worked to get a bus stop moved from 
under a bridge to a few metres further up the road, where pollution from idling buses could better disperse, was 
just one example. 

How to collect and use the diffusion tubes 
The process was explained – see slide 25.  
 
Tubes cost £10 and need to be positioned in an area where there is good air flow.  Siting the tube above eye 
level is recommended so they cannot be easily reached by passers-by.  The tubes stay in place for between 
two to four weeks. Full instructions are given with the tubes. GPS co-ordinates were recommended for noting 
the exact location of the tube and most smartphones can provide this information. 

In response to a question about the siting of the tubes it was confirmed that siting the tubes higher will affect the 
reading. For example, the reading will be higher nearer the source of the pollution. The height at which the tube 
is placed can be recorded. Taking a photo on a GPS enabled device such as a camera was also suggested.  

The particulate monitor was explained.  This takes an instant reading and several readings can be taken to get 
an average. This is available for borrowing from LSx, although there is a waiting list. 

Join CA4C online  
The Facebook group is at https://www.facebook.com/groups/CleanerAir4Communities/ N.B. not the address 
listed on the presentation. 

Sharing of emails/networking 
After discussion it was agreed that CCC would email all with Hannah’s email and all interested parties could 
then respond to indicate they would like their details shared with the others involved in Croydon to help 
different groups to network. Action: CCC/all 

CCC is open to holding a future meeting to allow groups to liaise further on in the process if there is sufficient 
demand. 

Introductions, local interests and priorities 
Following a short refreshment break, everyone introduced themselves to the group, indicating the area of 
Croydon they were from and their area of interest or issue they wished addressed.  
 
Those attending came from across the borough, including South Norwood, South Croydon, Addiscombe, 
Woodside, Selsdon, Coulsdon, Broad Green, Selhurst, East Croydon, West Croydon and Waddon. 

Interests and ideas included: 

• preserving green spaces, trees and gardens 
• wanting children to be able to play outside more 
• increasing electric car points 
• interest in air quality and the scientific analysis 
• tackling air pollution by busy roads and generally 
• improving air quality by schools 



	

Page 4 of 4	
	

• encouraging people out of cars with greater use of cycling, walking and public transport 
• ideas that would help to tackle water pollution 
• greater reuse and recycling of items to minimise waste going to landfill or incineration 
• converting concern into action and impact 
• tackling traffic and traffic congestion 

 

Group work 
Everyone organised themselves into groups based around areas of interest for discussion and action planning. 
Notes were taken and Hannah offered to type these up and circulate to all attending. Action: Hannah 

Ideas arising from group discussions included changing attitudes to driving to encourage walking and cycling, 
monitoring areas such as roads around schools to push for change, extending bikeability training so it is offered 
in all schools. 

The pollution monitoring station behind the hoarding surrounding a site for a school on the Purley Way was 
questioned and needed further exploration. It was considered that this would skew the readings taken on the 
site and therefore giving inaccurate results. The resident agreed to write to the council on this.  

The issue of car idling and congestion adding to pollution levels was raised. It was recognised that auto cut off 
when cars are idling may be the way forward but this is not yet widely available.  

Ward Budgets 
Cllr Bashford reminded all that councillors have ward budgets.  Groups and individuals could approach ward 
councillors for funding from the ward budget. Councillors have been allocated £24K per ward this financial 
year, irrespective of the number of councillors.  

 
Conclusion 
Hannah thanked everyone for attending and asked people to keep in touch.  

All were reminded that notes of the meeting are produced. The draft notes are circulated to all for comment 
prior to finalising them for publication, with any key speakers getting them first for comment, where applicable.  
All attendees receive the final agreed notes and these will be posted on the CCC website. 

Donations to support the work of CCC were welcomed and details of membership were made available.  All 
were encouraged to look at the leaflets and take information away.  

Next meeting 
The meeting on Wednesday, 10 May, 2017 will focus on Rubbish – Refuse Recycling and Fly-tipping. Questions in 
advance of the meeting, please! See: https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2017/04/11/public-meeting-rubbish-
revisited-weds-10-may-2017/ 

 

Meeting closed: 8.55pm 
 
 

Email: CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com  
Website: CCC website 
Find us on Twitter @CroydonNbrhoods  
Find us on Facebook 
Eventbrite: http://croydoncc.eventbrite.co.uk/ 
 


