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Notes of the Public Meeting 
 St Michael’s Church Hall 

 Poplar Walk, Croydon CR0 1UA 
Tuesday 23 January 2018 

7pm - 9pm 

 

Present: Nana Akyaa, Elizabeth Ash (Chair), Charles Barber, Malcolm Bell, Cllr Simon Brew, Lisa Carey-Bailey, Roy Carey-

Bailey, Roger Clark (Treasurer), Desmond FitzGerald, Beverley Foulkes-Jones, Zuhair Hanna, Julie Honey, Len Honey, Cllr 
Yvette Hopley, Ivan Lim, Mark Johnson, Clive Locke, Grace Onions, Rhiannon Rees, Katie Rose, John Bosco Saldanha, 
Jasmeet Singh, Michael Swadling, Gordon Thompson, Gillian Turner, Paul Voden, James Wall, Michelle Wall  
  

Apologies for absence: David Akenou, Mahbub Sadiq Bhatti (Vice Chair), Cllr Margaret Bird, Pauline Childs, Sheila 
Childs, Anne Giles, Beryl Gowers, David Gowers, Eric Green, Jean Gulley, Paul Hudson, Dennis King, Maureen Levy, Rita 
Lewis, Linda Morris, Penny Smith-Orr, Janet Stollery (Secretary)  

  

Welcome and introductions 

The first half hour was given to registration, refreshments and networking.  A display of community information was 
available, with copies to take away. 
 
Permission for the committee to take photos and to record the meeting for the purposes of notes was agreed.  
Everyone was reminded to refrain from making party-political comments.   

 

Updates & Notices 
Updates from previous meetings 
The notes of the last meeting with Home Start Croydon are due out shortly.  
 
No response has yet been received on the questions and points raise on the meeting on Refuse, Recycling and Fly-

tipping. Cllr Hopley kindly offered to chase this. Action: CCC/ Cllr Hopley 
 
Notices 

A series of notices were given and links to all information was listed on the website following the meeting.  
 
Everyone was reminded to keep an eye on the website where these and future notices would be posted. It is possible 
to subscribe to posts in order to get email notifications.   

 

Agenda items 
Croydon’s first Festival of Peace 

Katie Rose was welcomed to the meeting. Katie thanked Elizabeth, the Chair, as one of the first people she had 
spoken with regarding the Festival of Peace and was pleased to have the opportunity to speak at the meeting. 
  
Katie explained a little of her background. She has run many singing for wellbeing groups over the past fourteen years 
including Croydon's Carers Choir, bedside singing sessions at Croydon University Hospital and community music 
projects with young people. 
  
Katie shared an interactive exercise with those at the meeting which was well received, including breathing, humming 
and singing exercises, and inviting people to reflect with each other about what peace means to them.  Some of the 
participants shared their responses and reflected that they felt more connected to each other.  Katie highlighted her 
awareness that peace means something very personal and often means different things to different people.  Peace is, 
nonetheless, a unifying concept. 
  
The power of music, singing and the arts to bringing people together was how Katie arrived at the idea of the Croydon 
Festival of Peace. Katie is working on this project as a freelance artist, not linked with any religious or other organisation. 
She has a steering committee and partners such as Friends of Wandle Park and Friends of Park Hill Park so it is a 
partnership model. 
  
Katie explained that the festival will aim to have inclusive participatory activities and experiences exploring peace 
through music, art, film and dialogue. There will be a range of experiences throughout the week for people to get 
involved in and all events will be as inclusive as possible.  
  
Another focus of the festival will be on building connections. Getting people to talk to each other and breaking down 
barriers, to talk about the difficult things and the positive things going on that affect us. The festival aims to build 
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partnerships and collaboration between people and organisations within the community.   The festival aims to make 
imaginative use of the wonderful spaces we have in Croydon.    
 
The festival is still very much in the planning and fundraising stages. 
  
The centrepiece of the festival will be the London Mozart Players (LMP) commission of The Anthem For 
Peace, composed by children's composer Richard Brown and lyrics by a young Croydon person Shaniqua 
Benjamin.  This was performed for the first time with children from Ecclesbourne School and the LMP at Buckingham 
Palace and can be viewed here.  
 
There will be a large-scale community performances of the Anthem For Peace during the Festival of Peace: 
1) Saturday 16th June 3-4pm Summer of Love, Wandle Park - Everyone is invited to come and learn the Anthem with 
Ecclesbourne School and LMP. 
During the week - The Anthem will be distributed throughout schools and individuals and groups are invited to create 
their own versions of it. 
2) Saturday 23 June 3-4pm within the Festival of Peace and Wellbeing at Park Hill Park. - Finale performance with LMP, 
local brass groups and a dance choreographed by Anusha Subramanyam performed by local multicultural dance 
groups. 
 
There will be a whole day of festivities featuring wellbeing and creative activities in both in Wandle Park as part of their 
Summer of Love Festival on 16 June and in Park Hill Park as part of their Peace and Wellbeing Festival on 23 June.   
  
A Peace Garden project is already underway at Park Hill Park and anyone is welcome to get involved.  The Peace 
Garden will also be used as a performance space. 
  
There will be a week-long arts programme across the borough 16th-23rd June.  Rise Gallery plan to commission new 
pieces of art, there will be a film programme, events for young people lead by the Festival Young Person's partner 
Shaniqua Benjamin, and special events at venues including Stanley Halls.    Faiths Together in Croydon are going to run 
an interfaith event.  The Asian Resource Centre and the Croydon BME Forum will also be running events.  The Festival 
aims to be inclusive of people with disabilities and an exhibition is planned with Turf Gallery collaborating 
with Moss artists with learning disabilities. The LGBTQ+ communities will be included and Croydon Pride is included in the 
planning. 
 
The plan is for the Festival of Peace to have an ongoing effect after the event - the Anthem for Peace and created 
artworks will act as a legacy that can continue to be enjoyed long after the week itself. 
 
Some of the activities are subject to fundraising, although some are self-sustaining. Different groups, organisations and 
individuals are invited to get involved.  For example, Katie will be dedicating all her choir sessions to peace that week 

and other choirs will do so similarly. Others may wish to dedicate their meetings or cultural events to peace. Areas of 
green spaces could be dedicated to peace.  There are all manner of ways for people to get involved. 

 
The festival will allow people in Croydon to use the strengths in Croydon to promote a message of peace. The festival 
will also create a space for dialogue about peace, what it means to us and what people perceive as the barriers to 
peace. 
  
The idea of the festival evolved out of discussions between Katie, the London Mozart Players and Paula Murray at the 
council. The festival is a community-wide invitation and people can contribute and get involved as they wish. 
  
Katie invited everyone to think about what would bring them greater peace, what they could do for others to instill 
peace and what they might like to contribute to the peace festival in any way, from staying in the loop about the 
peace festival, promoting the event or encouraging a local group to get involved in some way. 
  
Anyone interested in keeping informed can send their details to Katie via email 
to festivalofpeacecroydon@gmail.com  
There is a website at https://festivalofpeacecroydon.wordpress.com/ 
Twitter is @FestofPeace 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FestivalOfPeaceCroydon/ 
  
It was suggested that local groups and residents’ associations could be asked to advertise the festival. 
  
£10k was raised last Summer from a crowdfunding exercise run jointly with the Mozart Players.  Croydon Council has 
also given a small start-up grant and an application for funding from Arts Council England has been submitted, which 
the Council will match if the application is successful.  There are also donations in kind such as Karen Chilman at 
Croydon Voluntary Action (CVA) offering volunteer support for the festival and the Rise Gallery commissioning artworks 
as part of the festival.  What is eventually delivered will be dependent on the funding received but it will be a great 
event, irrespective of the level of funding. 
  
The LMP plan to tour internationally with the Anthem For Peace.  Making links with other ‘Croydons’ around the world 
was suggested, plus links to Arnhem which several people suggested the Mayor could facilitate. 

http://londonmozartplayers.com/anthemforpeace/
mailto:festivalofpeacecroydon@gmail.com
https://festivalofpeacecroydon.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/FestofPeace
https://www.facebook.com/FestivalOfPeaceCroydon/
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All schools will receive education packs linked to the festival to encourage them to get involved. 
  
Anyone wishing to enquire about stalls or other details about the festivals in Wandle Park or Park Hill Park should 
contact the organisers directly.  The Festival of Peace team is just involved in organising the Anthem For Peace as part 
of the wider festivals being run on these two days.  For Friends of Park Hill Park, contact Josi Kiss 
at info@parkhillpark.org.uk and for Friends of Wandle Park please contact Andrew Dickinson 
atandrew.dickinson@croydon.gov.uk 
  
The value of the Festival of Peace in portraying Croydon in a positive light was mentioned.  Too often it is portrayed in a 
negative way and Croydon deserves celebrating as a multicultural society where many groups co-exist relatively 
peacefully, in a way that is impossible in war-torn areas of the world.  When we celebrate our strengths, we build 
resilience to face our challenges. 
  
Katie was thanked for speaking at the meeting and responding to everyone’s questions. She received a round of 
applause. 

 

Other topics for discussion 
Croydon Quakers 
Two people from the Quakers in Croydon spoke to the meeting. Croydon Quakers have had a presence in Croydon 
for 300 years. The Quakers are known as the peace church, although it was acknowledged that all faiths promote 
peace.  The Quakers were founded during the English Civil War in 1648. George Fox was the founder and made the 
point Quakers don’t fight but work for peace. They are conflict solvers, work for mediation and don’t take up arms.   
 
Croydon Quakers are based at 60 Park Lane, opposite the Police Station beside the flyover. 
They are a small community with lovely premises. One of the buildings is used for silent worship. Quakers believe that 
through worshipping together in silence they reach a deeper level and find peace together. 
 
The other building is used for events and it is the 110th birthday of the building this year. Thoughts would now be put into 
considering what the Croydon Quakers could do to contribute to Croydon’s Festival of Peace by using or offering out 
this second building during the festival week.  

 

Faiths Together in Croydon  
It was pointed out that Faiths Together in Croydon are not as well-known as they should be.  They hold events and 
have held events exploring what peace means to different faiths in the past. Many of the same themes exist between 
religions. CCC endeavors to advertise all their events.  They have a website at 
http://www.faithstogetherincroydon.org.uk/ and on Twitter at @FTiCroydon  
 

Our Green Mile  
Malcolm Bell, who chairs Broad Green Residents’ Association, talked about the Our Green Mile project, which is a 
community-led project to create a green corridor along the London Road, linking West Croydon Station Energy 
Garden and Thornton Heath Pond.  The project will include adding planters and, where possible, community gardens 
along the road, which will hopefully lead to people taking more pride in the area, which should reduce issues such as 
litter.  
 
The initiative is a joint venture between Broad Green Residents’ Association (BGRA), West Croydon Energy Garden 
(WCEG) and Thornton Heath Community Action team (THCAT).  The aim is to get the whole community involved, 
including schools, community and faith groups, and for people to take responsibility for the upkeep and watering of 
planters.  The initiative also links in with the London Air Quality Project as this area has poor air quality.  It is also linked 
with the TfL Healthy Streets concept to improve the use of the streets.  The group are actively looking for people in the 
Broad Green/Thornton Heath area to get involved.  
 
Cllr Stuart King has given some money out of his ward budget for the planters.  Pete Lawrence is making the planters 
out of discarded or reclaimed pallets so the only cost is materials such as soil and plants and it is hoped that some of 
these will be donated too.   

 
The launch event will be on 4 March. Book a free place, here. 
 
Anyone interested in getting involved can email the group on ourgreenmile@gmail.com. Malcolm will update people 
about progress at future meetings. 
 
In response to a suggestion that other groups from further afield might be approached to get involved, Malcolm 
explained that many people already involved have links with other environmental groups but the aim was to keep the 
group led by people who live on or close to the London Road.  
 
A wonderful logo has been created, by a designer who lives on the London Road.  
 
A suggestion was made that the group could get people to sponsor the planters.  Malcolm agreed this was an idea to 
consider in the future as councillors have already committed funds for the first planters, but the group would be looking 
at options for further funding once the money already donated has been spent.  

mailto:info@parkhillpark.org.uk
mailto:andrew.dickinson@croydon.gov.uk
http://www.faithstogetherincroydon.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/FTiCroydon
https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2018/02/16/help-sow-the-seeds-of-ourgreenmile-a-community-led-project-creating-a-green-corridor-between-west-croydon-thornton-heath/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/our-green-mile-launch-event-tickets-42817525371
mailto:ourgreenmile@gmail.com
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Another person suggested planting herbs that people could help themselves to.  Malcolm confirmed that this was 
certainly being considered in West Croydon Energy Garden and later on the London Road.   
 
Our Green Mile is about community groups working together and will break down barriers, connect communities and 
harness local activism. 
 

Creative Community Hub & Vegan Food Market 
A resident felt that there was very little provision for vegans in Croydon so had set about to do something about it. 
Jasmeet plans to hold events at Croydon Quakers’ hall on the last Saturday of month for every month except August 
and December from 11am to 6pm, starting in March. It will be a vegan event with arts and music, and potentially some 
community stalls. Priority will be given to local Croydon people. There are also plans for a quarterly publication with 
wide circulation to list events and projects.  Anyone interested can contact Jasmeet by emailing 
jasmeet@vegmonthly.com   
 

Croydon Local Plan 

The final plan has been approved and an email regarding this had been received today. Many Residents’ Associations 
and members of the public had fed into the review by presenting views and information to the inspector and some of 
these are reflected in changes to the local plan.  
 
No one had yet had time study the changes in detail.  CCC agreed to share the link plus the summary included in the 

email on the website Action: CCC  
 
A meeting to discuss the details on the Local Plan was suggested and those present agreed this would be useful. 
Action: CCC to invite Lab & Cons speakers to.  Cllr Jason Perry & Cllr Paul Scott were suggested. 
 

Matthews Yard 
There is a consultation underway regarding the building where the Croydon Conference Centre is and this includes 
Matthews Yard. There were display boards showing the projected images of the buildings that would be developed on 
the site. It is likely that Mathews Yard as it now stands will be lost, although Hoodoos will remain. There will be residential 
property as part of the redevelopment.  There will be some community space but the resident concerned felt that the 
details of this were a bit hazy.  
 
The issue of Matthews Yard was debated at full council.  It was understood that the Council committed to helping find 
a new location for Matthews Yard.  
 
Others spoke in support of the good that Matthews Yard has done for building community. It is a unique place. It has 
developed over time with areas for music, theatre, and art as well as events, attracting a diverse audience. If it goes it 
would be a loss. There is a Save Matthews Yard campaign. There is also a petition.  
 

Conclusion 

Everyone was thanked for attending. The process of approving notes was explained with key speakers seeing the draft 

for comment before all present receiving a copy for comment.  Only then would be notes be finalised and published. 

Donations to support the work of CCC were welcomed and details of membership were made available.  All were 
encouraged to look at the leaflets and take information away.  
 

Next meeting 
The next meeting is planned for 5 March. There will be a break taken prior to the forthcoming council elections in May 
as CCC is partly funded by the council.  This is to avoid anyone using CCC meetings to make any form of party-
political statement during purdah.  
 

Meeting closed: 8.45pm 
 
Email: CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com  

Website: CCC website 
Find us on Twitter @CroydonNbrhoods  
Find us on Facebook 
Eventbrite: http://croydoncc.eventbrite.co.uk/ 

mailto:jasmeet@vegmonthly.com
http://www.matthewsyard.com/
http://www.matthewsyard.com/support/
https://www.change.org/p/save-matthews-yard
https://croydoncc.wordpress.com/2015/11/17/membership/
mailto:CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com
http://croydoncc.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/CroydonNbrhoods
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Croydon-Neighbourhoods/152007598173217
http://croydoncc.eventbrite.co.uk/
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