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Notes of the Public Meeting  

 St Michael’s Church Hall 
 Poplar Walk, Croydon CR0 1UA 

Thursday 15 November 2018 
7 - 9pm 

Present: Stephen Aselford, Elizabeth Ash (Chair), William Bailey, Ken Baker, Malcolm Bell, Mahbub Sadiq Bhatti 
(Vice Chair) , Cllr Simon Brew, Marina Bukovenczki, Marion Burchell, Judith Burden, Naseem Butt (committee),  
Pauline Childs, Sheila Childs, Peter Croucher, Emily Cumming, Fabion Emmanuel, Bridget Galloway, Neil 
Gilbert-Williams, Anne Giles, Nicola Glover, Rae Goonetilleke, Beryl Gowers, David Gowers, Jackie Hall, Lee 
Honey, David Hooper, Mark Johnson (Treasurer), Chief Inspector Craig Knight, Rosa Latham, Clive Locke, 
Maria McDaid, Cllr Stuart Millson, Jean Pikett, Kai Pokawa, Cllr Badsha Quadir, Bill Smart, Janet Stollery 
(Secretary), Gordon Thompson, Steve Thompson, Cllr Robert Ward, Christian Wilcox  

Apologies: Cllr Margaret Bird, Michael Buckley, Cllr Janet Campbell, Averil Couinho, Ian Gilroy, Eric Green, 
Jean Gulley, Cllr Yvette Hopley, Rita Lewis, Graham Mitchell, Linda Morris, Grace Onions, Claudia Ricci, 
Boudicca Rising, Anne Smith, Michael Swadling, Gillian Turner, Brian Udell 

The first twenty-five minutes was given to registration, refreshments and networking.  There was a display of 
community information available and copies to take away.  

Welcome and introductions 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Chief Inspector Craig Knight, the ward 
councillors present and the committee. Apologies were noted, including those from Cllr Margaret Bird, Cllr 
Janet Campbell and Cllr Yvette Hopley. 

Housekeeping notices were given.  There were no objections to the meeting being recorded, for the purposes 
of note taking, or to photos being taken. Everyone was asked to refrain from making party-political comments. 

Notices 
A series of brief notices were given and details with links were listed on the website following the meeting.  
These included Modern Slavery Awareness workshops with Faiths Together in Croydon, The Salvation Army’s 
Christmas Toy Appeal, information day at the Croydon Volunteer Centre on volunteering with Croydon 
Citizen’s Advice, and invitations to attend or join ward panels in South Norwood, South Croydon and Purley 
and Woodcote. 

Agenda items: 
Policing in Croydon 
The following questions were raised and answered, as follows: 

Community Policing 
Q: Please explain community policing? What is the other kind? 

A: The concept of community policing has moved on somewhat from what it was in Robert Peel’s time.  It is 
not response or complaint or demand driven, but now very much evidence based and localised, with local 
officers operating in local areas.   

Community policing means different things to different people, both in the UK and overseas.  The idea is to put 
the public at the heart of what the Police do.  It is about understanding what the Police are statutorily obliged 
to undertake such as the investigation of crime and taking 999 calls.  The gathering of local information and 
understanding the community is important to allow the Police to respond to a community’s needs, which 
makes community policing look different in different areas of the UK and even different wards in an area.  



Page 2 of 8	
	

Q: Our ward officers work shifts so they are not there when crime happens, with leave, sickness etc. and often 
being in Central Croydon on Friday and Saturday night.  I have asked several when the last time was that they 
received a useful tip-off and most couldn't remember. Is community policing a useful phrase for politicians to 
reassure the public rather than a strategy for preventing crime or catching criminals? 

A: CI Knight currently has 265 police officers, PCs, PCSOs and other staff across the command. Staffing levels 
fluctuate as there are shifts, training, leave.  With a patch 20 miles across, with nearly a million people in it, 
judgment decisions have to be made as to where these people are best deployed. 
 
MOPAC have pledged that each Ward will have at least two PCs and a PCSO. Occasionally these officers will 
be directed elsewhere, although this does not happen very often.  Knowledge of the geography where a 
crime occurs is important, as is who are the key stakeholders in that Ward.  CI Knight gave an example of a 
recent murder. The local officers there were on the ground within 20 minutes of that occurring with a good 
deal of useful information about the victim and his background.  Tip-offs do happen, but it is more about 
officers being embedded in a Ward.  CI Knight wants the local officers to be there as long as possible, so his 
expectation is to keep officers posted to a ward for at least two years. If an officer leaves, every attempt is 
made for a transition period so that the new officer can become familiar with the area and the people, 
particularly getting informed about the area, any local criminals and vulnerable individuals that might need 
support. 

Additional points: The resident who asked the question countered that often it is the case that the local 
officers are off shift and, talking to the response teams, they also get similar information from people coming 
up to them and because of the reduction in numbers are not able to be proactive.  CI Knight responded by 
saying that the difference between the response officers and the local officers, is that the response officers 
won’t have that local knowledge unless they have been in Croydon for say 10 years and cited an example of 
him, following a murder, calling a PCSO at 3am who was able to direct the response officer to the likely 
suspect, who was in custody within three hours. 

Police numbers 
Q: The Mayor has sent reinforcements to Croydon.  Simply, how many more officers are we getting & what are 
their specialisations?  

A: The team created just over two weeks previously are called the Violent Crime Task Force, 200 officers sitting 
in the London area ready to respond to potential violence.  Some have been to Croydon and Bromley. A bus 
of six officers attend, and there are usually three buses deployed.  They are a valuable asset but demand 
based, so if required in Lewisham, Lambeth or elsewhere that is where they will go.  There is also the Tactical 
Support Group and the Trident firearms officers, both specialists that can be called upon. 

Police presence on the High Street 
Q: It's noted that shoppers, residents and visitors are being turned away from Croydon, due to reported crime 
& not seeing any police presence, especially on the main High Street shopping areas.  Is it true that the police 
are struggling to uphold the law in the Borough of Croydon, as it did in 2011 when the borough was in riot? 
Please can I request the current picture? 

A: The current picture is not as bad as people make out.  There are a number of issues facing Croydon, 
including it being just about to undergo a massive redevelopment.  The shops are closing which changes the 
look and feel of the area. CI Knight said he has had several discussions with Croydon BID and a number of 
others in the town centre about how policing will change during that period.   

CI Knight shared up to date crime statistics for the borough: robbery up 1%, drugs down 8%, public order 
offences down 8%, possession of a weapon down 8%, knife crime down 4%, burglary up 4%. This is not the 
picture of a borough out of control. CI Knight said he would like more officers, especially in the Town Centre, 
but the budget is restricted. The best is done with the available workforce to police the borough. 

Additional point: The resident, who lived in the centre of the riot zone, felt that little has changed since 2011. 
Friends and relations are scared of coming to Croydon as police officers are never seen.  On his journey to the 
meeting he saw and smelt activities related to drug dealing through the High Street without any police officers 
around.  CI Knight responded that there were eight officers in the Town Centre that evening and a number of 
others doing proactive operations of various kinds, with a drugs operation planned for the following week.  He 
also said he would be happy to take information about incidents. 
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Communications 
Q: In these hi-tech times, the use of electronic communication is very much the norm, and it is undoubtedly 
invaluable to the police and to the various SNTs. Many people however, including the isolated, the elderly and 
the disadvantaged, who may be more at risk from crime, do not have home-computers and hence no access 
to email or the social media or the latest Smartphones, to report crimes or to receive briefings and information. 
Are "those without the gizmos" (as someone neatly put it) at risk of becoming second-class citizens, in this area 
too, as they seem to be elsewhere? 

A:  CI Knight said that the Police are doing everything possible to address this issue. They are reviewing Ward 
Panels to increase the level of interaction with people within the Ward, including online forums.  Consideration 
is being given to ways to ensure that officers are able to enter and talk to people in care homes, libraries, etc.  
Obviously, they can’t be there all the time but coffee mornings, drop in sessions etc give them the opportunity 
to talk to people who are not online.  Nobody should be isolated.  CI Knight is also keen to improve the 
Police’s online presence. One thing that has been successful elsewhere has been Facebook panels and online 
panels where people can come in and interact.  He used to run one in the borough he worked in.  That 
borough had roughly 200 people attending Ward Panel meetings but had 6.5 thousand on the online Panel.    

Q: What is the best way to make contact with the local policing team for the ward? Some email addresses 
and contact numbers are difficult to locate since the changes to ward boundaries. 

A: There are 28 wards now and they are trying to update the telephone numbers and at the same time 
moving sites/locations so that officers are located nearer to their patch.  In the interim CI Knight suggested 
using 101 or online, or pop into Croydon Police Station.  All details – email addresses, phone numbers etc are 
currently being updated, but it might take a few months to finalise. 

Q: Are ward newsletters being phased out? Some wards no longer appear to produce them, which seems a 
shame as they keep the local community informed, advise of opportunities to engage with police and offer 
useful crime-prevention advice. 

A: CI Knight said that the ward newsletter can still be produced but the challenge is to get it distributed to the 
community.  He does not want to put PCs or PCSOs on a paper round as not a good use of their time.  Reality 
is that only 2% of what comes through the door is read.   

Additional points: The resident was thinking more of the online newsletters and it appears that some wards 
have stopped doing them.  Back when Inspector Claire Robbins and Chief Inspector Peter McGarry were 
involved in Croydon they were trying to encourage people to sign up for the online version and CCC were 
asked to post them on the website so more people could access them. Although the police tried, people 
were reluctant to give over their email addresses to get them direct.  If they are put online people can access 
them for their relatives, friends and neighbours and print them out for display or for sharing. Residents’ 
Associations could put them on their websites, and some already do. It is just a good way to engage with 
people and to alert people on the ward when something is going on that they should be aware of.   

CI Knight agreed to look at this alongside the other things he is currently reviewing. 

The point was made that if people sign up to the newsletter via the Met Police website this gives a clear opt in 
to cover any GDPR issue as well, and this is what CCC has been including in all recent posts of ward 
newsletters.   

Q: You will be aware that there has been a lot of misinformation spread around about CCC over the past four 
years, including that the Police are refusing to engage with them or come to their meetings, yet you are here 
tonight. What is the Police's position on this matter?  

A:  CI Knight pointed out that his presence here tonight clearly answers that question. 

Community cohesion 
Q: A number of community volunteers regularly suffer from public smears from a small number of residents who 
seem to have political and personal motivations for doing so.  This is putting some people off volunteering, and 
creating divisions in the community. Do the police have a role in creating community cohesion, and what (if 
anything) can the police do to protect volunteers from the regular culprits? 

A: Yes, the Police do a have a role to play but are only part of the community.  One of the main factor is how 
the community responds to incidents, and what normality looks like to that community.  Another is how the 
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community responds to individual volunteers trying to make the area better and building trust.  If you have 
volunteers working in the community and they are being barracked by children or other people in the 
community, for example, this is absolutely something that the Police can tackle. The Police look to build a level 
of trust and engagement in the community.  Police can go into schools, for example, to do this.  People have 
the right to say what they wish, even if it offends other people, but they don’t have the right to break the law.   

Resources & police priorities 
Q: Given that you will never have enough resources to tackle all criminal activity in Croydon, what criteria do 
you use to allocate resources between for example, shoplifting, burglaries, FGM, knife crime, 20MPH speed 
limit enforcement? Is it any/all of 

a. Political pressure 
b. Borough commander or personal preferences 
c. Influence of ward panels etc? 

 
A: The Police are completely non-political.  Personal preference does not come into it.  Ward panels do have 
an influence.  A vote is taken regularly on local priorities for that ward. MOPAC and Central Government set 
certain priorities based on what is going on in society so knife crime is quite rightly a priority for London, which 
has been made clear by the Commissioner.  FGM, knife crime, serious burglaries are all priorities.  Shoplifting is 
less so.  Some shops don’t want to take their own measures because they accept the loss as part of running a 
business.  Driving off without paying for petrol is an offence yet very few companies operate a pay at pump 
system, which would stop this.  The Police have to make decisions based on risk and use a system called 
THRIVE – Threat, Harm, Risk, Investigation Strategy. Vulnerability and Engagement; introduced into the Home 
Counties about five years ago, and used to assess and target criminality.  This risk-assessment system is being 
rolled out in the Met. 

Enforcing 20mph 
Q: What can be done about the speeding issues that have become entrenched in SE25, particularly on 
Woodside Green, Birchanger Road and the residential roads in SE25, supposedly a 20mph zone created at 
cost to the council tax-paying residents?  Eye watering speeds go unmonitored and unpunished - putting lives 
at serious risk on a daily basis and adding to the growing atmosphere of lawlessness that increasingly pervades 
our area. 

A: Many 20mph zones implimented across London had no consultation with the Police, which has created a 
challenge.   The Police will enforce when they can.  However, specialist equipment is required and not 
everybody has it or is trained to use it.  The roads where there have been most reports of speeding, accidents 
and incidents will be focused on by the Road Enforcement Teams.  20mph is being enforced and an individual 
was caught doing 57mph in a 20 zone, who will probably lose their licence.  He lived in that zone and 80% of 
the tickets issued are to people living within a mile of the 20mph zone. It is not the highest priority in Croydon. 

Devices can be used in roads to check on speeds. A Ward Panel can prioritise enforcement of 20mph if it is a 
particular issue on that ward. 

Controlled drinking zones 
Q: What are the zones where drinking has been banned, and when will the signage go up? 

A: There are two areas where public drinking is banned, Croydon Town Centre and South Norwood and the 
signage is up, and zones are enforced, working alongside the local authority.  More can be done but it is a 
constant battle enforcing it.  Sometimes the officers posted might not know of a controlled drinking zone if not 
usually on duty in that area.  On Friday and Saturday night it is difficult to deal with everybody, and there is an 
issue of pre-drinking before people even step into the controlled drinking zone. The map of the town centre 
area is available online. 

ASB in parks 
Q: Our green spaces are increasingly being used by both street drinkers and drug users with a condom and 
bong/crack pipe recently found on Woodside Green along with daily and extensive discarded litter which 
includes hordes of cans and bottles. What joined up approach can be taken with Croydon Council to 
discourage our valued green space Woodside Green from being used in this way?  e.g. better street lighting 
and making the area an alcohol-free zone 

A: There is a lot collectively that can be done.  There is something in community policing called Active 
Guardianship, which is about how a community responds to a locality. The more people that use that space 
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the more the area is likely to improve as you have active guardians present to keep an eye on things 
happening in the area and it is less likely for incidents to occur.  Several operations have already taken place 
and two more are planned.  When sufficient reports come in to identify a particular issue, the Police will put an 
operation together with the local authority, the parks people, NSOs etc. to clean up the area, to enforce and 
to educate.  

CI Knight referred to Broken Windows Theory – where there is loads of rubbish, it encourages anti-social 
behaviour.  Wandle Park had an operation a few weeks ago and then put a joint bid in with the local 
authority and local businesses to do some events and activities around Christmas time with young people, 
again encouraging Active Guardianship.  Both CCTV and enhanced lighting are expensive. Gates can be put  
in certain parks, although people could climb over them if they are not tall enough and it can create a look 
and feel that the local community may not want. 

Anti-social behaviour 
Q: How are the police tackling anti-social behaviour?  

A: Strategies will differ according to the issue.  For example, the Police will respond to calls, based on number 
of people calling in and the locality.  More officers will be put in where there are issues and it warrants it, 
including covert CCTV.  Similarly, the Police might use plain clothes officers or uniformed officers.  There is a 
whole raft of strategies that can be used. 

Knife crime 
Q: What is being done to tackle knife crime and is there anything that groups or the general public can do to 
assist? 

A:  The response for this and the following question on S&S were combine as intrinsically linked. 

Stop and Search 
Q: What is your policy on stop and search? Do stops have to be evidence-led, or do you use profiling? 

A: Knife crime is a priority for London and Londoners.  There have been 190 murders in London this year.  
Despite what is printed by the press, it is still safer than New York.  This issue is not one that will be policed out of 
London. Arresting everyone carrying knives will not make them stop carrying knives. Carrying a knife needs to 
be made unfashionable.  Parents need to challenge their young people to make the right decisions and to 
know what they are up to.  The Police don’t want to criminalise a young person who carries a knife as they are 
terrified of being attacked.  Young people need to be educated and if people continue to carry knives, 
despite education and warning, then prosecution for carrying a knife may be the only action suitable.  

CI Knight citied the case of a 9 yr old child found to be carrying a Samurai sword in the street. The child was 
taken home, mum spoken to, who said she had given it to him as she felt that he wouldn’t be attacked if he 
had it.   

CI Knight is keen for the community to come out with him in support of Stop and Search.  It is powerful as if 
young people carry a knife and know they might get stopped, they are less likely to carry one.  If Stop and 
Search can be increased, where appropriate, knife crime should reduce.  Thousands of knives have been 
taken off the streets and often the knives are ones that are easily available, such as kitchen knives.  The Police 
are working with retailers and Trading Standards to prevent easy access to knives.  For example, B&Q has 
changed its policy on knife sales as a result of discussions. 

Stop and Search is guided by the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE), which came into place in1984. 
This provides guidance on legitimate Stop and Search.  YouTube videos are available for anyone interested in 
what a legitimate Stop and Search looks like. The police use an evidence-based approach.  For example, in 
Sutton 70% of knife crimes are committed by white males, roughly 14-25 years of age, so that is the sort of 
people that Police in Sutton should be looking out for in relation to knife crime.  The officer would then have to 
reasonably suspect that something else is going on to use Section 1 on PACE which would allow them to stop 
and search an individual.   In cases where the Police suspect violence is likely to take place they can issue a 
Section 60 which gives the authority to search anyone within the given area. The Police have to consult and 
they do so by notifying the local authority and the IAG (Independent Advisory Group). A Section 60 can only 
be put in place by a Commander or above in London, but at Inspector level everywhere else.  This was put in 
place following the 2011 riots to ensure policies were robustly followed. 



Page 6 of 8	
	

Police bases 
Q: I understand that the officers in Purley currently report for duty each day to New Addington and waste 
45mins getting to Purley, and the same is true at the end of the shift. Why can’t they start & stop shifts by 
generally using the fully functional Police office in Whytecliffe Road South which appears to be a totally 
wasted resource, or even in Central Croydon? If you need to arrange personal briefings, these could be 
conducted most days through Skype etc rather than personal contact. 

and 

Q: Several years ago, we were told that Croydon were planning to return the Southern Cluster Safer 
Neighbourhood officers to a base in Coulsdon/Purley as they spend so much time going to and fro to 
Addington, often on the 466 bus.  I understand that siting them at Purley Fire Station has fallen through but the 
office they had opposite Purley Station is still there and not being used.  Has there been any progress made on 
this issue and if so, when can we expect our team to return?   

A: There are 400 or so Police sites in London.  Because of budget these will be reduced to 100.  You would 
never know some of them are police sites but some are Ward based.  Each site is assessed for whether it can 
be afforded, whether it is in the right place and whether it does what the Police need it to do. The majority of 
leases on property used by the Police in Croydon are being given up when they expire. Part of the MOPAC 
promise is that officers should be locally-based and twenty minutes’ walk from their base station. Purley Fire 
Station has been looked at and a notional start date of January has been agreed. Four teams will most likely 
be moved in but details of which teams is still being decided.   

Police transport 
Q: It would make sense for the SNT to patrol in vehicles rather than on foot, so would it be possible to increase 
the use of vehicles, especially in an area like Coulsdon/Purley with so many hills? 

A: Cars are very expensive.  The fleet is being reduced, not increased. Apart from going to and from their base 
or certain locations, it is preferable for Police officers to be on foot as more is noticed.  They Police have some 
power assisted bikes and are looking at electric vehicles.  On an ever-decreasing budget it is difficult. 

Policing issues/Grenfell 
Q: Burning a cardboard Grenfell Tower may be in very bad taste, but does it really warrant a police 
investigation? 

A: The Police have a growing demand to police the online community.  This particular incident was reported 
quite quickly as a crime, so the Police have a duty to undertake an investigation.  The CPS will rule if it is in the 
public interest to proceed with a prosecution. 

Further questions were taken, as follows: 
Gangs 
Q: Is the gangs matrix turning up any information in Croydon?  Is gang activity increasing in proportion to knife 
crime, for example?  

A: Gang activity in Croydon, Sutton and Bromley is an issue. Some gangs are involved in organised crime such 
as drug dealing, others are involved in street robbery and others are based on postcodes or territories.  There is 
a gangs team who talk to gang members.  A number of warrants have been served in the past few months.  
In terms of knife crime, gangs do use knives but this is a relatively small portion of the knife crime picture. 
Residents are not likely to be subject to gang activity unless they are a victim of a street crime such as a 
robbery. 

Stop and Search 
Q: What do you mean by saying that the Police don’t do profiling as such? Seven out of ten people stopped 
are black and most of those killed with knives do not carry knives. Wouldn’t it be better to engage with the 
young people than targeting black youths? Stop and Search does not work. 

A:  CI Knight repeated his example of Sutton where those involved in knife crime are generally young men of 
14-25 years and white, based on the individual suspects profiles.  If in North Croydon, that profile would be 
completely different.  86% of victims and 84% of suspects are young black men.  If the team were stopping 
50% black men and 50% white Europeans in North Croydon, for example, they are probably not targeting the 
right suspects.  That is not profiling, but based on the hot spot area and the suspect details in that area, they 
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should bear that in mind when undertaking Stop and Search.  This should not preclude them doing a Stop and 
Search based on the evidence they have in front of them.  

CI Knight does hold the officers to account as does the Croydon Stop and Search Monitoring Group. Dr 
Nicodemi, who chairs the group, goes through 330 Stop and Searches as does an Inspector in London. Body 
worn video is switched on during every stop and search. CI Knight is held to account for the legitimacy of 
every Stop and Search. This is evidence based policing, not profiling.  CI Knight is working with Music Relief to 
create YouTube videos about Stop and Search, working alongside young people, to create a better 
understanding of the legitimate aspects of Stop and Search and why they are undertaken. It is also important 
for young people to know their rights. The Police and schools’ officers are working with schools. Funding has 
been applied for which will, if granted, greatly increase work with young people to build a better 
understanding of Stop and Search and change the conversation. CI Knight wants young people to have a 
bigger voice in how the community is policed. CI Knight invited people to hold him to account for these 
promises in a year’s time. 

Noise nuisance from mini motorbikes 
Q. Mini motorbikes and scooters in Purley Way are causing a nuisance in the evenings, often a Thursday 
evening, and it has been going on for years.  Can anything be done? 

A: A few years ago, an injunction was taken out and the issue diminished considerably for a while as a result.  
There is still an issue across London and further afield, where young people think it is OK to drive around across 
fields and elsewhere causing an issue.  Tactics in relation to this have changed dramatically recently. The 
Police are using drone technology and using this to gather evidence.  When they drop the bike, it can be 
more easily located and seized.  Police can also visit the home address of those involved.  It is a bright yellow 
drone so not a covert operation.  The video footage is being used in court.  As the message gets out there will 
be even more success.   

 Additional comment: A resident commented that the drone has been used in New Addington for this reason, 
with motor bike users driving dangerously on a field, sometimes at people, and it has been very effective.  
Such a strong message has been sent out that the situation has improved drastically within a week. 

Traveller encampment 
Q: A resident mentioned that in New Addington there is a traveller encampment where there is a very high 
fence and she understood there was a lot of criminal activity.  Bikes have been stolen. She knew of one person 
who was taken into the encampment, beaten up and sent out without his bike.  Are the Police aware and are 
they afraid to go in there? 

A: In every community there will be a level of criminality and that is true of travellers and show people. CI 
Knight was aware of the location but not the specific incident.  The fence is not that high.  If the incident had 
been reported it would have been dealt with. Epsom and Ewell has a very large traveller community and this 
community was stigmatised without reason.  CI Knight did some work when based there with ward panels to 
engage the traveller community and for the local community to better understand their culture to help break 
down barriers and prejudices.  

No Police officer is afraid to go anywhere in London; absolutely nowhere. 

Ways of dealing with people carrying knives 
Q: You mention not wanting to criminalise young people but surely young people need to take some 
responsibility.   

A: If a young person has committed a crime, that would be dealt with as a crime.  If an individual is fearful of 
being a victim and is carrying a knife for protection, it is the first time they are caught with a knife, they are 
generally of good character, then this may be dealt with in a different way.  The Police will talk about the 
damage that a knife can do. Training packages are available to deliver to young people in schools to 
educate them on the dangers of carrying a knife.  The Police will talk about individuals who are having open 
heart surgery or are not coming home as a result of knife crime – this is very powerful.  If it is a street robber who 
has committed fifteen crimes before and carries a knife, the Police will see that person in court.  

Q: What is the difference in knife crime since Stop and Search commenced? 

A: Stop and Search has been around for years. The Commissioner and others are saying that there should be 
more Stop and Search and there is a big drive to do so.  Since that drive it is too early to say whether it has 
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increased or decreased, but instinct is that if anyone is more likely to get stopped and searched, then they are 
less likely to carry a knife. The crack down on knife crime is enhanced by weapon sweeps in the community.  A 
multi-agency community response is what will fix knife crime – young people are dying because they are 
carrying a knife. 

Q: I’ve been stopped and searched several times but some people get angry about it. People have nothing 
to fear if they are not doing anything wrong, but have other alternatives been explored? 

A: Some people say the police should do Stop and Swipe with knife wands, rather than Stop and Search, but a 
ceramic knife or drugs won’t show up with a wand.  People have suggested that there should be a national ID 
card and that it be compulsory to show it.  Compulsory weapon searches could be put in place, for example, 
as people enter a shopping complex, but would society really want this?  

Community observers have been put in place in several areas in the north of the borough, so they can 
observe stop and searches, challenge what they see and better communicate what is going on and the 
reasons to other residents. 

Other topics for discussion: 
None 

Conclusion 
CI Knight was thanked for attending and engaging with the community on such a wide range of subjects 
relating to policing. He was given a round of applause.  

The process of approving notes was proposed, with Chief Inspector Knight seeing the draft first for comment.  
Usually all present received a draft copy for comment but due to the format of this meeting this would not be 
necessary unless anyone particularly wanted to view them before finalising.  Anyone wanting to see them at 
draft stage was asked to let Elizabeth know. Agreed notes would be emailed out and published on the 
website. 

Everyone was thanked for booking and attending the meeting. Special thanks were given to Malcolm Bell, 
Sheila Childs, Rae Goonetilleke and Jean Pikett who came early to help to set up for this meeting. 

Donations to support the work of CCC were welcomed and details of membership were made available.  All 
were encouraged to look at the leaflets and take information away.  

Next meeting dates:  
Due to holidays and other commitments CCC will not be holding a meeting in January but plans are in place 
for meetings in February and March.  Details will be posted closer to the time. 

Meeting closed: 9.05pm 
 

Email: CroydonNeighbourhoods@gmail.com  
Website: CCC website 
Find us on Twitter @CroydonNbrhoods  
Find us on Facebook 
Eventbrite: http://croydoncc.eventbrite.co.uk/ 


